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Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3023, first ¶, as amended 
by PL 2013, c. 113, §1, is further amended to read: 

The Chief Medical Examiner shall appoint medi-
cal examiners, who have statewide jurisdiction and 
serve at the pleasure of the Chief Medical Examiner, 
subject to the Chief Medical Examiner's control and 
the rules adopted by the Chief Medical Examiner.  
Medical examiners are appointed for a term of no 
more than 5 years, and such terms may be renewed 
indefinitely.  The medical examiners must be learned 
in the science of medicine and anatomy, licensed as 
physicians in this State and residents of this State.  
Each medical examiner before entering upon the du-
ties of the office and before each period of renewal 
must be duly sworn to the faithful performance of the 
medical examiner's duty. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 286 
 H.P. 516 - L.D. 763 

An Act To Change the Budget 
Approval Process for  

Alternative Organizational 
Structures 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§3, ¶D, 
as enacted by PL 2011, c. 485, §2, is amended to read: 

D.  The governing body of an alternative organ-
izational structure, by majority vote, may author-
ize a change in the alternative organizational 
structure budget approval procedures in paragraph 
C to require a budget approval by the governing 
body of the alternative organizational structure in-
stead of a meeting of the voters of all of the mem-
ber entities of the alternative organizational struc-
ture.  The change in procedure must be authorized 
by a majority of the total number of voters of all 
of the member entities in the alternative organiza-
tional structure at the next statewide election the 
next regular election or at a special referendum 
election of the voters called for that purpose by a 
majority vote of the governing body of the alter-
native organizational structure.  The article to be 
voted upon on at the next regular or special elec-
tion must be in substantially the following form: 

"Article:  Do you favor changing the (name 
of alternative organizational structure) budget 
approval procedure from a meeting of the 
voters to a vote by the governing body of the 
alternative organizational structure? 

Yes No" 

If approved by the voters, the budget approval 
procedure changes to a majority vote of the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational 
structure at a budget meeting.  This procedure 
must remain in effect for at least 3 budget years 
before the alternative organizational structure may 
return to the requirement that a budget be ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the 
member entities of the alternative organizational 
structure. 

An article to consider reinstatement of the budget 
approval procedure in which the budget is ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the 
member entities may be placed on a warrant for 
referendum vote by either a majority vote of the 
governing body of the alternative organizational 
structure or by a written petition to the governing 
body of the alternative organizational structure 
signed by a number of voters of member entities 
of the alternative organizational structure equal to 
at least 10% of the voters who voted in the last 
gubernatorial election in the member entities of 
the alternative organizational structure. The gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational 
structure shall place the article on the next sched-
uled warrant or an earlier one if determined ap-
propriate by the governing body of the alternative 
organizational structure. The article to be voted 
upon must be in substantially the following form: 

"Article:  Do you favor changing the (name 
of alternative organizational structure) budget 
approval procedure from a vote by the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational 
structure to a meeting of the voters? 

Yes No" 
If approved by a majority of the total number of 
voters of all of the member entities in the alterna-
tive organizational structure, the budget approval 
procedure changes to a meeting of the voters of all 
of the member entities of the alternative organiza-
tional structure beginning in the next budget year 
or the following budget year if the approval oc-
curs less than 90 days before the start of the next 
budget year. Once approved by the voters, this 
procedure may not be changed for at least 3 
budget years. 

A referendum authorized by this section must be 
called and conducted in accordance with the pro-
cedures for calling and conducting a referendum 
in a regional school unit under section 1502, but 
not including subsection 2, and section 1503, ex-
cept that the duties of the board of directors of the 
regional school unit must be performed by the 
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governing body of the alternative organizational 
structure. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 287 
 H.P. 413 - L.D. 600 

An Act To Prohibit a Person 
Convicted of a Crime of  
Domestic Violence from  

Possessing a Firearm for a  
Period of 5 Years and To Bet-

ter Align Maine Law with  
Federal Law Regarding  
Persons Prohibited from  

Possessing Firearms 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §393, sub-§1, ¶D, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 670, §5, is further amended to 
read: 

D.  Is subject to an order of a court of the United 
States or a state, territory, commonwealth or tribe 
that restrains that person from harassing, stalking 
or threatening an intimate partner, as defined in 18 
United States Code, Section 921(a), of that person 
or a child of the intimate partner of that person, or 
from engaging in other conduct that would place 
the intimate partner in reasonable fear of bodily 
injury to the intimate partner or the child, except 
that this paragraph applies only to a court order 
that was issued after a hearing for which that per-
son received actual notice and at which that per-
son had the opportunity to participate and that: 

(1)  Includes a finding that the person repre-
sents a credible threat to the physical safety 
of an intimate partner or a child; or 

(2)  By its terms, explicitly prohibits the use, 
attempted use or threatened use of physical 
force against an intimate partner or a child 
that would reasonably be expected to cause 
bodily injury; or 

Sec. 2.  15 MRSA §393, sub-§1, ¶E, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 651, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

E.  Has been: 

(1)  Committed involuntarily to a hospital 
pursuant to an order of the District Court un-
der Title 34-B, section 3864 because the per-
son was found to present a likelihood of seri-
ous harm, as defined under Title 34-B, sec-
tion 3801, subsection 4-A, paragraphs A to C; 

(2)  Found not criminally responsible by rea-
son of insanity with respect to a criminal 
charge; or 

(3)  Found not competent to stand trial with 
respect to a criminal charge.; 

Sec. 3.  15 MRSA §393, sub-§1, ¶¶F to J are 
enacted to read: 

F.  Is a fugitive from justice.  For the purposes of 
this paragraph, "fugitive from justice" has the 
same meaning as in section 201, subsection 4; 

G.  Is an unlawful user of or is addicted to any 
controlled substance and as a result is prohibited 
from possession of a firearm under 18 United 
States Code, Section 922(g)(3); 

H.  Is an alien who is illegally or unlawfully in the 
United States or who was admitted under a non-
immigrant visa and who is prohibited from pos-
session of a firearm under 18 United States Code, 
Section 922(g)(5); 

I.  Has been discharged from the United States 
Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions; or 

J.  Has, having been a citizen of the United States, 
renounced that person's citizenship. 

Sec. 4.  15 MRSA §393, sub-§1-A, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 194, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

1-A.  Limited prohibition for nonviolent juve-
nile offenses.  A person who has been adjudicated in 
this State or under the laws of the United States or any 
other state to have engaged in conduct as a juvenile 
that, if committed by an adult, would have been a dis-
qualifying conviction under subsection 1, paragraph 
A-1 or subsection 1-B, paragraph A but is not an adju-
dication under subsection 1, paragraph C or an adjudi-
cation under subsection 1-B, paragraph B in which 
bodily injury to another person was threatened or re-
sulted may not own or have in that person's possession 
or control a firearm for a period of 3 years following 
completion of any disposition imposed or until that 
person reaches 18 years of age, whichever is later. 

Sec. 5.  15 MRSA §393, sub-§1-B is enacted 
to read: 

1-B.  Prohibition for domestic violence of-
fenses.  A person may not own, possess or have under 
that person's control a firearm if that person: 

A.  Has been convicted of committing or found 
not criminally responsible by reason of insanity of 
committing: 

(1) A Class D crime in this State in violation 
of Title 17-A, section 207-A, 209-A, 210-B, 
210-C or 211-A; or 




