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Sec. 9.  35-A MRSA §9208, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 665, §3, is amended to read: 

2.  Activities.  Documents the activities of the au-
thority, including review of applications for funding 
received by the authority a detailed description of the 
progress toward the goals and objectives established in 
the triennial strategic plan under section 9218; 

Sec. 10.  35-A MRSA §9216, sub-§4, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 2009, c. 612, §10, is amended to read: 

A.  Deposit 5% of the funds received under sub-
section 3 into the ConnectME Fund established 
under section 9211 and may use these funds to 
support the activities of the authority under this 
section and for the purposes of section 9204 
9204-A; and  

Sec. 11.  35-A MRSA §§9217 and 9218 are 
enacted to read: 

§9217.  Community broadband planning 

The authority shall provide funds for broadband 
planning grants to municipalities, groups of munici-
palities or nonprofit local or regional community or-
ganizations that are providing local or regional eco-
nomic development programs to develop plans to ex-
pand the availability of broadband services in un-
served and underserved areas. 

1.  Requirements of plans.  Plans funded through 
grants under this section must: 

A.  Define local broadband needs and goals; 

B.  Inventory existing broadband infrastructure 
assets within the municipality, municipalities or 
region; 

C.  Include a gap analysis defining the additional 
broadband infrastructure necessary to meet identi-
fied needs and goals; 

D.  Include one or more potential network de-
signs, cost estimates, operating models and poten-
tial business models based on input from broad-
band providers operating within the municipality, 
municipalities or region and any other parties that 
submit a network design solution in the course of 
developing the plan to address any broadband 
gaps identified in paragraph C; and 

E.  Include an assessment of all municipal proce-
dures, policies, rules and ordinances that have the 
effect of delaying or increasing the cost of broad-
band infrastructure deployment. 

The authority shall make all plans developed using 
grant funds under this section available on the author-
ity's publicly accessible website. 

2.  Distribution of grants.  The authority shall 
ensure that planning grants under this section are equi-
tably distributed throughout the unserved and under-

served areas of the State and that the grants encourage 
collaboration between multiple communities. 

3.  Precertification.  The authority may establish 
a precertification process to determine eligibility for 
planning grants under this section to encourage adop-
tion of identified best practices by participating mu-
nicipalities and organizations. 

4.  Limitations on matching funds.  Matching 
funds provided by a municipality for planning grants 
under this section may not consist of in-kind contribu-
tions from the municipality or funds provided by a 
vendor or private business that proposes to build, op-
erate or provide retail services using broadband infra-
structure constructed pursuant to the planning grant. 

§9218.  Broadband service strategic plan 

1.  Broadband service strategic plan.  The au-
thority shall draft a detailed, triennial strategic plan for 
broadband service that includes quantifiable measures 
of performance to carry out the duties in section 
9204-A and to further the goals and policies in section 
9202-A.  The strategic plan must include, but is not 
limited to, budget allocations, objectives, targets, 
measures of performance, implementation strategies, 
timelines, a definition of "broadband" and other rele-
vant information. 

2.  Public input.  The authority shall post the 
draft of the triennial strategic plan pursuant to subsec-
tion 1 on the authority's publicly accessible website 90 
days before the date on which the plan will be voted 
on and provide opportunity for written comments and 
a public hearing at least 30 days prior to voting. 

3.  Approval of triennial strategic plan.  The au-
thority shall approve the triennial strategic plan pursu-
ant to subsection 1 by affirmative vote of 2/3 of its 
members upon a finding that the plan is consistent 
with the policies, duties and requirements of the au-
thority as set forth in this chapter. 

Sec. 12.  Triennial strategic plan for 
broadband service.  By February 15, 2016, the 
ConnectME Authority shall establish and approve the 
first triennial strategic plan for broadband service pur-
suant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, sec-
tion 9218. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 285 
 H.P. 700 - L.D. 1005 

An Act To Amend the Law  
Regarding Medical Examiners 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 
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Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3023, first ¶, as amended 
by PL 2013, c. 113, §1, is further amended to read: 

The Chief Medical Examiner shall appoint medi-
cal examiners, who have statewide jurisdiction and 
serve at the pleasure of the Chief Medical Examiner, 
subject to the Chief Medical Examiner's control and 
the rules adopted by the Chief Medical Examiner.  
Medical examiners are appointed for a term of no 
more than 5 years, and such terms may be renewed 
indefinitely.  The medical examiners must be learned 
in the science of medicine and anatomy, licensed as 
physicians in this State and residents of this State.  
Each medical examiner before entering upon the du-
ties of the office and before each period of renewal 
must be duly sworn to the faithful performance of the 
medical examiner's duty. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 286 
 H.P. 516 - L.D. 763 

An Act To Change the Budget 
Approval Process for  

Alternative Organizational 
Structures 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§3, ¶D, 
as enacted by PL 2011, c. 485, §2, is amended to read: 

D.  The governing body of an alternative organ-
izational structure, by majority vote, may author-
ize a change in the alternative organizational 
structure budget approval procedures in paragraph 
C to require a budget approval by the governing 
body of the alternative organizational structure in-
stead of a meeting of the voters of all of the mem-
ber entities of the alternative organizational struc-
ture.  The change in procedure must be authorized 
by a majority of the total number of voters of all 
of the member entities in the alternative organiza-
tional structure at the next statewide election the 
next regular election or at a special referendum 
election of the voters called for that purpose by a 
majority vote of the governing body of the alter-
native organizational structure.  The article to be 
voted upon on at the next regular or special elec-
tion must be in substantially the following form: 

"Article:  Do you favor changing the (name 
of alternative organizational structure) budget 
approval procedure from a meeting of the 
voters to a vote by the governing body of the 
alternative organizational structure? 

Yes No" 

If approved by the voters, the budget approval 
procedure changes to a majority vote of the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational 
structure at a budget meeting.  This procedure 
must remain in effect for at least 3 budget years 
before the alternative organizational structure may 
return to the requirement that a budget be ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the 
member entities of the alternative organizational 
structure. 

An article to consider reinstatement of the budget 
approval procedure in which the budget is ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the 
member entities may be placed on a warrant for 
referendum vote by either a majority vote of the 
governing body of the alternative organizational 
structure or by a written petition to the governing 
body of the alternative organizational structure 
signed by a number of voters of member entities 
of the alternative organizational structure equal to 
at least 10% of the voters who voted in the last 
gubernatorial election in the member entities of 
the alternative organizational structure. The gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational 
structure shall place the article on the next sched-
uled warrant or an earlier one if determined ap-
propriate by the governing body of the alternative 
organizational structure. The article to be voted 
upon must be in substantially the following form: 

"Article:  Do you favor changing the (name 
of alternative organizational structure) budget 
approval procedure from a vote by the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational 
structure to a meeting of the voters? 

Yes No" 
If approved by a majority of the total number of 
voters of all of the member entities in the alterna-
tive organizational structure, the budget approval 
procedure changes to a meeting of the voters of all 
of the member entities of the alternative organiza-
tional structure beginning in the next budget year 
or the following budget year if the approval oc-
curs less than 90 days before the start of the next 
budget year. Once approved by the voters, this 
procedure may not be changed for at least 3 
budget years. 

A referendum authorized by this section must be 
called and conducted in accordance with the pro-
cedures for calling and conducting a referendum 
in a regional school unit under section 1502, but 
not including subsection 2, and section 1503, ex-
cept that the duties of the board of directors of the 
regional school unit must be performed by the 




