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G.  In consultation with the commissioner and the 
chair of the state board, investigating and pursu-
ing opportunities to improve college preparation, 
transition and completion for Maine's secondary 
students, including supporting early college op-
portunities and improving credit transfer between 
secondary and postsecondary school systems. 

4.  Meetings.  The committee shall meet at least 
twice each year and the committee members' desig-
nees may meet more frequently.  The chancellor shall 
convene the first meeting of the committee by October 
15, 2015.  The committee shall establish a meeting 
schedule, and the initial work must include an ac-
counting of the members' prior and current efforts to 
promote efficiency, cooperative effort and strategic 
planning between the systems.  The committee shall 
elect a chair from among its members to serve for a 
term to be determined by the committee. 

5.  Reporting.  The committee shall report suc-
cinctly on its deliberations and any recommendations 
to the Governor and the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over education mat-
ters by February 15th each year. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 262 
 S.P. 333 - L.D. 942 

An Act To Permit the Use of 
Firearm Noise Suppression 
Devices in Hunting and To 

Provide for a Chief Law  
Enforcement Officer's  

Certification for Certain  
Firearms 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §11161 is enacted to read: 

§11161.  Noise suppression devices 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Hunting crime" means any criminal offense 
under this chapter or any criminal offense under 
any other provision of this Part involving the use 
of a firearm. 

B.  "Serious hunting violation" means any act by a 
person for which the person's hunting license is 
subject to revocation under this section or section 
10902, subsection 4, 5, 6, 7 or 7-A. 

C.  "Noise suppression device" means a device 
used to suppress or deaden the sound or natural 
report of a firearm. 

2.  Permit.  In accordance with this subsection, 
the commissioner may issue a permit to a person al-
lowing that person to use a noise suppression device 
with a firearm when hunting any wild animals or wild 
birds the person is licensed to hunt under this chapter 
and for which use of the firearm is allowed or for the 
purpose of killing a wild animal or wild turkey under 
section 12401 or 12402. 

A.  A person applying for a permit: 

(1)  Shall show proof of lawful possession of 
the noise suppression device; and 

(2)  May not have had a hunting license re-
voked as a result of a serious hunting viola-
tion. 

B.  A permit is valid until August 1, 2018, unless 
revoked under this section. 

The commissioner may not issue a permit under this 
section after July 31, 2018. 

3.  Violation; aggravating factor.  Except as 
provided in subsection 4, a person who commits a 
hunting crime while in possession of a firearm with a 
noise suppression device is subject to the following 
penalties in addition to any penalties otherwise appli-
cable: 

A.  A $1,000 mandatory fine; and 

B.  Mandatory revocation of the person's hunting 
license, and that person is ineligible to obtain a 
hunting license for a period of 5 years from the 
date of conviction. 

4.  Serious hunting violation; permanent loss of 
license.  A person who commits a serious hunting vio-
lation while in possession of a firearm with a noise 
suppression device is subject to the following provi-
sions in addition to any penalties otherwise applicable: 

A.  Notwithstanding section 10902, the commis-
sioner shall permanently revoke the person's cur-
rent hunting license and the privilege to obtain a 
hunting license; and 

B.  Notwithstanding any exemption under section 
10502, the firearm and noise suppression device 
must be seized and, subject to libel proceedings, 
disposed of pursuant to section 10503. 

5.  Revocation of permit.  The commissioner 
shall permanently revoke a permit issued under this 
section to a person whose hunting license is revoked 
as a result of a serious hunting violation. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §11214, sub-§1, ¶C, as 
enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by 
c. 614, §9, is amended to read: 
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C.  Use Except as allowed under section 11161, 
use for hunting or possess for hunting any firearm 
fitted or contrived with a device for deadening the 
sound of explosion.  This paragraph does not ap-
ply to: 

(1)  Military organizations authorized by law 
to bear arms or to the National Guard in the 
performance of its duty; 

Sec. 3.  25 MRSA §2013 is enacted to read: 

§2013.  Chief law enforcement officer's certifica-
tion; certain firearms 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Certification" means the participation and as-
sent of a chief law enforcement officer necessary 
under federal law for the approval of an applica-
tion to transfer or make a firearm. 

B.  "Chief law enforcement officer" means an of-
ficial or the official's designee who the United 
States Department of Justice, Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives or successor 
agency identifies as eligible to provide certifica-
tion. 

C.  "Firearm" has the same meaning as in the Na-
tional Firearms Act, 26 United States Code, Sec-
tion 5845(a). 

2.  Chief law enforcement officer's certifica-
tion.  Within 15 days of receipt of an application for 
certification, the chief law enforcement officer shall 
provide the certification unless the chief law enforce-
ment officer has information that prevents the chief 
law enforcement officer from providing the certifica-
tion. 

A.  If the chief law enforcement officer denies an 
application for certification under this section, the 
chief law enforcement officer shall provide the 
applicant with a written notification of the denial 
and the reason for the denial, which may not be 
based upon a generalized objection to a private 
person's possessing, making or transferring a fire-
arm or to a certain type of firearm that is other-
wise lawful. 

B.  The denial of an application for certification or 
a failure or refusal to provide a certification in ac-
cordance with this section by a chief law en-
forcement officer may be appealed by an appli-
cant in the following manner: 

(1)  If the chief law enforcement officer is 
employed by a state agency, the denial may 
be appealed pursuant to Title 5, section 11001 
and the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 
80C; and 

(2)  If the chief law enforcement officer is not 
employed by a state agency, the denial may 
be appealed pursuant to the Maine Rules of 
Civil Procedure, Rule 80B. 

3.  Criminal history record check; search of 
premises.  In making a certification required by sub-
section 2, a chief law enforcement officer may require 
the applicant to provide only such information as re-
quired by federal or state law to identify the applicant 
and conduct a criminal history record check or to de-
termine the disposition of an arrest or proceeding rele-
vant to the applicant's eligibility to lawfully possess or 
receive a firearm. A chief law enforcement officer 
may not require access to or consent for an inspection 
of any private premises as a condition of making a 
certification under this section. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 263 
 S.P. 415 - L.D. 1168 

An Act To Prohibit the Use of 
Eminent Domain in Certain 
Public-private Partnerships 
and To Prohibit the Use of 

Eminent Domain by a Private 
Business Entity in a  

Public-private Partnership 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §4251, sub-§3, as enacted 
by PL 2009, c. 648, Pt. A, §1, is amended to read: 

3.  Authorization.  Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the department is authorized to re-
ceive or solicit proposals to form a public-private part-
nership with respect to a transportation facility.  Pro-
posals must be reviewed in accordance with this sub-
chapter.  Upon approval of the Legislature as provided 
in this subchapter, the department may enter into an 
agreement.  All proposals must comply with section 
73. 

Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §4251, sub-§§7 and 9, as 
enacted by PL 2009, c. 648, Pt. A, §1, are amended to 
read: 

7.  Exercise of powers.  If the department exer-
cises its power of eminent domain for the development 
and construction of a transportation facility pursuant to 
this subchapter and section 73, the department must 
retain ownership rights and interests taken.  The de-
partment's power of eminent domain may not be con-
ferred on a private entity.  The State may provide 
maintenance, law enforcement and other services with 
respect to a transportation facility owned by a private 




