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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2015

CHAPTER 243
H.P.580 - L.D. 846

An Act To Expedite Final
Hearings in Certain
Foreclosure Cases

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA 8§6321-B is enacted to read:

86321-B. Expedited final hearing in certain fore-
closure cases

1. Request. The court shall schedule an expe-
dited final hearing pursuant to section 6322 if a plain-
tiff in an action brought pursuant to section 6321 files
with the clerk a request for an expedited final hearing
on a form prescribed by the Supreme Judicial Court
indicating:

A. That mediation conducted pursuant to section

6321-A did not result in the settlement or dis-

missal of the action and that all of the defendants

and all of the parties in interest who have ap-
peared in the action have consented to an expe-
dited final hearing pursuant to section 6322; or

B. That the defendant has not filed an answer to
the complaint as provided by the Maine Rules of
Civil Procedure and section 6321-A and that all of
the parties who have filed an answer in the action
have consented to an expedited final hearing.

2. Consent. The request filed under subsection 1
must be accompanied by a consent form, as prescribed
by the Supreme Judicial Court, that informs defen-
dants that they may consult with an attorney or a hous-
ing counselor before consenting to an expedited hear-

ing.

A. For a request filed under subsection 1, para-
graph A, the consent form must be signed by all
of the defendants and all of the parties in interest
who have appeared in the action.

B. For a request filed under subsection 1, para-
graph B, the consent form must be signed by all of
the parties who have appeared in the action and al
of the parties who have filed an answer in the ac-
tion.

3. Scheduling. The court, upon receiving a re-
guest for an expedited final hearing filed in accordance
with subsection 1, shall, as the interests of justice per-
mit, set the expedited final hearing not less than 45
days after the request is filed.

4. Final hearing. An expedited final hearing
held pursuant to this section must be conducted in ac-
cordance with section 6322 and this subsection.

A. Notwithstanding that a default may have been
entered against the defendant by the clerk pursu-
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ant to the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule
55, the defendant may appear and defend at the
expedited final hearing held pursuant to this sec-
tion.

B. The burden of proof and legal requirements
for _entry of a judgment of foreclosure are the
same as in other actions pursuant to section 6321,
including the requirement that a judgment of fore-
closure specify the priority and those amounts, if
any, that may be due to the parties in interest that
have appeared in the action.

C. After the expedited final hearing, the court
shall issue a written judgment of foreclosure, dis-
missal with or without prejudice or judgment for
the defendant as expeditiously as the interests of

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 244
H.P.610- L.D. 891

An Act To Help Municipalities
Dispose of Certain Abandoned
Property

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA 8§3106-A is enacted to
read:

§3106-A. Municipal authority to manage aban-
doned mobile homes

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

A. "Mobile home" has the same meaning as in
Title 10, section 9091, subsection 1.

B. "Property defect" means a condition that, in
the judgment of the municipality, contributes to
blight as a result of the continued lack of care,
maintenance or security of a property.

C. "Responsible party" includes the owner or
owners of record for a mobile home, not including
a mortgagee.

2. Municipal authority. In accordance with this
section, the municipal officers or their designees may
requlate the care, maintenance and security of a mo-
bile home determined to be abandoned under subsec-
tion 4 if the responsible parties fail to address the
property defects after notice and an opportunity to
comply, and the municipality may recover its costs
from the responsible parties. The authority established
by this section may not be construed to replace or sup-
plant any municipal authority to provide for basic ne-






