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Tax Reimbursement reserve account established, 
maintained and administered by the State Controller 
from General Fund undedicated revenue. 

Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §6656, sub-§1-A is enacted 
to read: 

1-A.  Suspension of reimbursement for non-
payment of taxes.  The State Tax Assessor shall sus-
pend reimbursement under this chapter for a claimant 
who is delinquent in the payment of personal property 
taxes.  For the purposes of this paragraph, delinquency 
occurs when: 

A.  The taxpayer has a past due balance in a single 
municipality or the unorganized territory in the 
amount of $10,000 or more in property tax on 
personal property; and 

B.  The municipal tax collector certifies to the 
State Tax Assessor or, in the case of the unorgan-
ized territory, the State Tax Assessor determines 
that the taxpayer is delinquent in the payment of 
personal property taxes.  Certification by the mu-
nicipal tax collector must be made on a form pre-
scribed by the State Tax Assessor and list the tax 
and interest due and the year for which it is due.  
The certification by the municipal tax collector or 
determination by the State Tax Assessor must be 
made from July 1st to July 15th of the year for 
which the reimbursement is to be suspended. 

Within 10 days after certifying or determining that a 
taxpayer is delinquent, the municipal tax collector or, 
in the case of the unorganized territory, the State Tax 
Assessor shall notify the taxpayer that reimbursement 
under this chapter for the application period beginning 
August 1st of that year may be suspended under this 
subsection unless the past due taxes are paid by the 
end of the application period for that year. 

A taxpayer receiving a notice under this subsection has 
until the last day of the application period prescribed 
under section 6654 to pay the past due tax to the mu-
nicipality or, in the case of the unorganized territory, 
to the State Tax Assessor to redeem any otherwise 
eligible reimbursement under this chapter.  When the 
municipal tax collector certifies to the State Tax As-
sessor or, in the case of the unorganized territory, the 
State Tax Assessor determines that the past due tax 
has been paid, the State Tax Assessor shall release the 
reimbursement that has been suspended to the tax-
payer in the same manner as for other claims under 
this chapter.  If the taxpayer does not pay the past due 
tax by the end of the application period, the taxpayer's 
eligibility for the suspended reimbursement is termi-
nated. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 240 
 H.P. 309 - L.D. 470 

An Act To Allow Children's 
Residential Care Facilities To 

Ensure the Safety of Their 
Residents 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §8108 is enacted to read: 

§8108.  Search of property 

An administrator or other staff designated by an 
administrator of a children's home or children's resi-
dential care facility may search a resident's backpack 
or travel bag upon the resident's return to the home or 
facility if there are reasonable grounds for suspecting 
that the backpack or travel bag contains misappropri-
ated articles or items that would endanger the health or 
safety of the resident or other residents.  A search of a 
resident's backpack or travel bag conducted under this 
section must be reasonably related to the objectives of 
the search and not excessively intrusive in light of the 
age and sex of the resident and the nature of the sus-
pected misappropriated or harmful items.  Following a 
search of a resident's backpack or travel bag author-
ized under this section, the administrator or designated 
staff may confiscate any items found in the resident's 
possession that are misappropriated or that pose a 
health or safety risk to the resident or other residents. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 241 
 H.P. 451 - L.D. 670 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Governing the Unlawful  

Cutting of Trees 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §7552, sub-§3, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 339, §1, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

B.  Except within areas that have been zoned for 
residential use, for lost trees the owner may 
choose to claim: 

(1)  The market value of the lost trees; 

(2)  The diminution in value of the real estate 
as a whole resulting from the violation; 

(3)  The forfeiture amounts determined in Ti-
tle 17, section 2510, subsections 2 and 3; or 
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(4)  If the lost trees are ornamental or fruit 
trees, the costs of replacing, replanting and 
restoring the trees with trees of comparable 
size and the same or equivalent species and 
the actual costs for cleanup of damage caused 
during the cutting. 

In addition, the owner's damages for lost trees that 
are not ornamental or fruit trees may include the 
costs for regeneration of the stand in accordance 
with Title 12, section 8869. 

The court may reduce the damages awarded for 
good cause shown when the cutting of trees was 
done negligently or without fault. 

Public utilities, as defined in Title 35-A, section 
102, and contractors performing work for public 
utilities are not liable for damages under this 
paragraph for lost trees the trimming or removal 
of which is necessary to provide safe and reliable 
service to the customers of the public utilities. 

Sec. 2.  14 MRSA §7552, sub-§3, ¶B-1 is en-
acted to read: 

B-1.  Within areas that have been zoned for resi-
dential use, for lost trees the owner may choose to 
claim: 

(1)  The costs of replacing, replanting and re-
storing the trees with trees of comparable size 
and the same or equivalent species and the 
actual costs for cleanup of damage caused 
during the cutting; 

(2)  The market value of the lost trees; 

(3)  The diminution in value of the real estate 
as a whole resulting from the violation; or 

(4)  The forfeiture amounts determined in Ti-
tle 17, section 2510, subsections 2 and 3. 

Public utilities, as defined in Title 35-A, section 
102, and contractors performing work for public 
utilities are not liable for damages under this 
paragraph for lost trees the trimming or removal 
of which is necessary to provide safe and reliable 
service to the customers of the public utilities. 

Sec. 3.  14 MRSA §7552, sub-§4, ¶D is en-
acted to read: 

D.  A person who with malice violates subsection 
2 is subject to punitive damages in addition to the 
damages under paragraphs A, B and C. 

Sec. 4.  14 MRSA §7552, sub-§5, as enacted 
by PL 1995, c. 450, §2, is amended to read: 

5.  Costs and fees.  In addition to damages, inter-
est and costs, the owner may also recover from the 
person who violates subsection 2 the reasonable costs 
of professional services necessary for determining 
damages and proving the claim, provided that as long 

as the person first has written notice or actual knowl-
edge that a claim is being asserted. 

The amount awarded for professional services may not 
exceed 50% of the damages recovered pursuant to 
subsection 4 plus interest on the damages.  Interest 
may be assessed after service of a notice of claim pur-
suant to section 1602. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 242 
H.P. 564 - L.D. 830 

An Act To Eliminate the Dual 
Licensing of Physician  

Assistants 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §2594-B, as amended by PL 
2013, c. 101, §§2 and 3, is repealed. 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §2594-C, as amended by PL 
2013, c. 101, §4, is repealed. 

Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §2594-E is enacted to read: 

§2594-E.  License and registration of physician as-
sistants 

1.  License and registration required.  A physi-
cian assistant may not render medical services under 
the supervision of an osteopathic physician or an allo-
pathic physician pursuant to a plan of supervision until 
the physician assistant has applied for and obtained 
from either the Board of Osteopathic Licensure or the 
Board of Licensure in Medicine: 

A.  A license, which must be renewed biennially 
with the board that issued the initial license; and 

B.  A certificate of registration. 

Applications for licensure and certificate of registra-
tion as a physician assistant must be made to the board 
that licenses the physician assistant's primary supervis-
ing physician at the time the applications for initial 
licensure and certificate of registration are filed.  A 
physician assistant who applies for licensure without a 
designated primary supervising physician may submit 
the application to either the Board of Osteopathic Li-
censure or the Board of Licensure in Medicine.  A 
license granted by either the Board of Osteopathic 
Licensure or the Board of Licensure in Medicine au-
thorizes the physician assistant to render medical ser-
vices under the supervision of an osteopathic or allo-
pathic physician regardless of which board issued the 
license to the physician assistant. 




