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B.  To issue revenue bonds in support of any of 
the activities undertaken pursuant to paragraph A. 

Nothing in this subsection exempts a regional munici-
pal utility district from any applicable provisions of 
Title 35-A. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 223 
 H.P. 706 - L.D. 1023 

An Act To Revise the Animal 
Welfare Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§5-A, as 
amended by PL 2005, c. 510, §1, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

5-A.  Animal shelter.  "Animal shelter" means a: 

A.  Facility that houses domesticated animals and 
operates for the purpose of providing stray, aban-
doned, abused or owner-surrendered animals with 
sanctuary or finding the animals temporary or 
permanent adoptive homes; or 

B.  Rescue group. 

Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§23-A, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 439, §5, is amended to read: 

23-A.  Rescue group.  "Rescue group" means an 
organization or individual that receives domesticated 
animals that have been abandoned, surrendered or re-
moved from an animal facility or that takes in home-
less dogs or cats and sells, gives or otherwise places 
the animals in private homes.  "Rescue group" does 
not include a facility licensed under chapter 723. 

Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§28, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 383, §3, is repealed. 

Sec. 4.  7 MRSA §3919-A, sub-§4, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 439, §10, is further amended 
to read: 

4.  Euthanasia for severely sick or severely in-
jured cat or small animal.  A humane agent, an ani-
mal control officer or an animal shelter may authorize 
in writing the immediate euthanasia of a severely sick 
or severely injured cat or small animal upon determin-
ing that the following conditions are met: 

A.  The animal control officer of the municipality 
where the cat or small animal was found has been 
notified or, if the cat or small animal has cat iden-
tification, the owner of the cat or small animal has 
been notified; and 

B.  A veterinarian states in writing that the cat's or 
small animal's recovery from its injury or illness, 
given reasonable time and reasonable care, is 
doubtful or that the cat or small animal presents a 
danger to the public. 

Notwithstanding paragraphs A and B, a veterinarian 
may authorize immediate euthanasia if, in the veteri-
narian's judgment, there is no possibility of recovery 
for a severely injured or severely sick cat or small 
animal. 

Sec. 5.  7 MRSA §3919-A, sub-§5, as enacted 
by PL 2001, c. 363, §3, is amended to read: 

5.  Immunity.  A veterinarian, a humane agent, an 
animal control officer or an animal shelter, including a 
person employed by an animal shelter, is not civilly 
liable to the owner of a cat or small animal for the loss 
of that cat or small animal resulting from actions taken 
in compliance with this section. 

Nothing in this subsection grants to an animal shelter 
or person any immunity from liability arising from the 
gift, sale or other transference of a cat or small animal 
to a research facility in violation of subsection 2. 

Sec. 6.  7 MRSA §3919-C, first ¶, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 439, §11, is further amended 
to read: 

When an animal shelter holds an animal at the re-
quest or with the approval of the department person 
who seized the animal pending an investigation or 
disposition by the court of an alleged violation of 
chapter 739 or Title 17, chapter 42, the shelter is enti-
tled to receive from the department person who seized 
the animal monetary compensation in accordance with 
this section for the period for which food and shelter 
are furnished to the animal.  For the purposes of this 
section, "person who seized the animal" includes a 
humane agent, law enforcement or an animal control 
officer permitted by law to obtain a search warrant or 
to seize animals ex parte. 

Sec. 7.  7 MRSA §3919-E, sub-§1, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 2013, c. 115, §8, is amended to read: 

A.  Offer the small animal for adoption, sell the 
small animal, give away the small animal or trans-
fer the small animal to an appropriate facility or 
rescue group that can provide for that specific 
type of small animal; or 

Sec. 8.  7 MRSA §3932-A, sub-§4, as enacted 
by PL 2013, c. 115, §14, is repealed. 

Sec. 9.  7 MRSA §3939-A, as enacted by PL 
2007, c. 439, §23, is amended to read: 

§3939-A.  Spay; neuter of dogs and cats 

1.  Spay; neuter.  Except as otherwise provided 
in subsections 2 and 3, an animal shelter or rescue 
group may not place with a new owner a dog or cat 
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that has not been spayed or neutered unless an ap-
pointment has been made with a licensed veterinarian 
to spay or neuter the animal within 30 days of accept-
ing ownership. A person who accepts ownership of a 
dog or cat that is unaltered shall, in addition to any 
other charges or other fees, make a deposit equal to 
100% of the cost of the scheduled surgery with the 
animal shelter or rescue group and shall sign a spay-
neuter agreement. The animal shelter or rescue group 
must refund the deposit upon receiving proof of ster-
ilization. 

For purposes of this section, "place" means to sell, 
give away or otherwise transfer possession of a cat or 
dog. 

2.  Detrimental to health.  If a licensed veterinar-
ian or veterinary technician as defined in Title 32, sec-
tion 4853 determines that a dog or cat is too sick or 
injured or that it would otherwise be detrimental to the 
health of the dog or cat to be spayed or neutered 
within 30 days of placement, the animal shelter or 
rescue group shall collect a deposit of not less than 
$50 and not more than $150 at the time of sale or 
placement.  The animal shelter or rescue group shall 
determine the amount of the deposit based on the cost 
of spaying or neutering within the geographic area 
served by the animal shelter or rescue group.  A per-
son accepting ownership of the dog or cat under this 
subsection shall sign an agreement to have the animal 
sterilized as soon as it is medically advisable. 

Upon receipt of proof of sterilization, the animal shel-
ter or rescue group shall immediately and fully refund 
the deposit. 

3.  Extension.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, an 
animal shelter or rescue group may extend the date by 
which spaying or neutering is to be completed at its 
discretion for good cause.  An extension must be in 
writing. 

4.  Reimbursement of deposit.  If a dog or cat 
dies prior to spaying or neutering and within the 
agreement period, the owner is entitled to reimburse-
ment of the deposit paid under subsection 1.  If a dog 
or cat dies prior to spaying or neutering and within 120 
days of signing an agreement under subsection 2, the 
owner is entitled to reimbursement of the deposit paid 
under subsection 2.   To receive reimbursement under 
this subsection, the owner must provide the animal 
shelter or rescue group with a letter signed by a li-
censed veterinarian stating that the cat or dog has died 
and providing a description of the animal. 

5.  Unclaimed deposits.  Except as provided in 
subsections 2, 3 and 4, deposits  received under sub-
section 1 or 2 that are unclaimed within 120 days of 
the date the spay-neuter agreement was signed must 
be: 

A.  Used to subsidize spaying or neutering of dogs 
and cats offered for placement by the animal shel-
ter or rescue group receiving the deposits; or 

B.  Remitted to the department for deposit in the 
Companion Animal Sterilization Fund established 
under section 3910-B. 

When extensions are granted under subsection 3 and 
the deposits are unclaimed 120 days after the extended 
date for spaying or neutering, those deposits must be 
disposed of under paragraphs A and B. 

Sec. 10.  7 MRSA §3939-B, as enacted by PL 
2007, c. 439, §24, is amended to read: 

§3939-B.  Violations 

1.  Noncompliance by new owner.  If a person 
receiving a dog or cat from an animal shelter or rescue 
group fails to comply with section 3939-A, that person 
forfeits the sterilization deposit and commits a civil 
violation for which a fine of not less than $50 nor 
more than $200 per animal may be adjudged. 

2.  Noncompliance by animal shelter.  If an 
animal shelter or rescue group fails to require a spay-
neuter agreement or fails to collect a deposit as re-
quired under section 3939-A, that animal shelter or 
rescue group commits a civil violation for which a fine 
of not less than $50 nor more than $200 per animal 
may be adjudged. 

Sec. 11.  7 MRSA §3942, as amended by PL 
2003, c. 405, §20, is further amended to read: 

§3942.  Issuance of dog licenses 

Municipal clerks shall issue dog licenses in accor-
dance with chapter 721, receive the license fees and 
pay to the department $9 $10 for dogs capable of pro-
ducing young and $3 from each license fee received 
for dogs incapable of producing young.  The clerks 
shall keep a record of all licenses issued by them, with 
the names of the owners or keepers of dogs licensed 
and the sex, registered numbers and description of all 
dogs except those covered by a kennel license.  The 
clerks shall make a monthly report to the department 
on a department-approved form of all dog licenses 
issued and fees received. 

The clerk shall retain $1 from each license fee as a 
recording fee.  The clerk shall deposit $2 from each 
license for a dog incapable of producing young in the 
municipality's animal welfare account established in 
accordance with section 3945. 

Sec. 12.  7 MRSA §3972, sub-§1, ¶E, as 
amended by PL 1995, c. 144, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

E.  Tie, tether or restrain any animal in a manner 
that is inhumane or detrimental to its welfare; or 
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Sec. 13.  7 MRSA §3972, sub-§1, ¶F, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 690, §40, is further amended 
to read: 

F.  Intentionally cause an equine to fall or lose its 
balance by any means whatsoever.  For the pur-
poses of this paragraph, the term "equine" means, 
but is not limited to, a horse, mare, pony, ass, 
donkey, burro, mule or hinny.  This paragraph 
does not apply to the lawful laying down of an 
equine for medical or identification purposes.; or 

Sec. 14.  7 MRSA §3972, sub-§1, ¶G is en-
acted to read: 

G.  Abandon, dump or dispose of any deceased 
domesticated animal on public property or on pri-
vate property without the permission of the prop-
erty owner. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 224 
 S.P. 409 - L.D. 1140 

An Act To Promote Economic 
Development 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §1026-J, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 731, Pt. VVV, §6, is further 
amended to read: 

2.  Loan terms and conditions.  Loans may not 
exceed $1,000,000 $2,000,000 per project.  The au-
thority may establish prudent terms and conditions for 
loans, including limits on the amount of loans for any 
one project and requiring adequate collateral for the 
loans.  Loan terms may not exceed 20 years in the case 
of loans primarily secured by real estate, 10 years in 
the case of loans secured primarily by machinery and 
equipment and 7 years for other loans.  The interest 
rate charged on each loan may not exceed the prime 
rate for interest plus 4%, as determined by the author-
ity.  The authority may establish conditions, such as 
balloon payments, to encourage borrowers to make the 
transition to conventional financing as soon as they are 
reasonably able to do so.  The authority may further 
assist the borrower by allowing for the deferral of in-
terest or principal payments for a period of time.  
Loans may be subject to conditions that allow the au-
thority to make a reasonable return based on the risk of 
the investment, which may include royalties or addi-
tional payments based on sales, net cash flow or other 
financial measures and rights to equity in the com-
pany. 

Sec. 2.  Contingent effective date.  This Act 
takes effect only upon the receipt by the Economic 

Recovery Program Fund of an appropriation, an allo-
cation or funds from another funding source in the 
amount of at least $13,000,000. 

See title page for effective date, unless otherwise indi-
cated. 

CHAPTER 225 
 S.P. 93 - L.D. 255 

An Act To Preserve the  
Integrity of Maine's Shellfish 

Industry by Increasing the 
Penalty for Interfering with 

Permitted Harvest 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6674, as amended by PL 
2009, c. 229, §18, is repealed and the following en-
acted in its place: 

§6674.  Interference with municipal shellfish aqua-
culture permit 

1.  Prohibition.  A person may not knowingly in-
terfere with the ability of a person who holds a mu-
nicipal shellfish aquaculture permit to carry out the 
privileges granted to the permittee under that permit.  
Except for the permittee or the permittee's designee, a 
person may not take, disturb or molest any shellfish in 
the intertidal zone in the area that is included in a mu-
nicipal shellfish aquaculture permit. 

2.  Penalty.  A person who violates this section 
commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less 
than $500 nor more than $1,000 may be adjudged. 

3.  Restitution.  In addition to the penalty under 
subsection 2, if a person violates this section by inter-
fering with the ability of a person who holds a munici-
pal shellfish aquaculture permit to carry out the privi-
leges granted to that permittee under that permit, the 
court shall: 

A.  Order that person to pay to the holder of the 
municipal shellfish aquaculture permit an amount 
equal to twice the replacement value of any dam-
aged equipment on the permit site; and 

B.  Direct that person to provide proof of payment 
of restitution under paragraph A to the commis-
sioner. 

See title page for effective date. 




