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may share information concerning cremated remains
in the funeral director's or other authorized person's
possession with the United States Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, the Adjutant General, a veterans' service
organization or a national cemetery to determine
whether the cremated remains are those of a veteran.

Sec. 3. 37-B MRSA 8515 is enacted to read:
8515. Adjutant General as next of kin

If the Adjutant General is next of kin to a veteran
under Title 22, section 2843-A, the Adjutant General
shall ensure that the veteran receives all benefits to
which the veteran is entitled, including a grave marker
or other death benefit from the United States Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 209
S.P.288-L.D. 814

An Act To Update the Maine
Veterinary Practice Act

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA 8§3939-A, sub-82, as enacted
by PL 2007, c. 439, §23, is amended to read:

2. Detrimental to health. If a licensed veterinar-
ian or licensed veterinary technician as defined in Title
32, section 4853 determines that a dog or cat is too
sick or injured or that it would otherwise be detrimen-
tal to the health of the dog or cat to be spayed or neu-
tered within 30 days of placement, the animal shelter
or rescue group shall collect a deposit of not less than
$50 and not more than $150 at the time of sale or
placement. The animal shelter or rescue group shall
determine the amount of the deposit based on the cost
of spaying or neutering within the geographic area
served by the animal shelter or rescue group. A per-
son accepting ownership of the dog or cat under this
subsection shall sign an agreement to have the animal
sterilized as soon as it is medically advisable.

Upon receipt of proof of sterilization, the animal shel-
ter or rescue group shall immediately and fully refund
the deposit.

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA 84851, as enacted by PL
1975, c. 477, 84, is amended to read:

84851. Legislative findings

The Legislature finds and declares that the public
health, safety and welfare of the State of Maine re-
quires the exercise of the police powers of this State to
safeguard the people of Maine i —di

medicine by ensuring the delivery of competent vet-
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erinary medical care and further that the right to prac-
tice veterinary medicine is a privilege conferred by
legislative grant to persons possessed of personal and
professional qualifications specified in this chapter.

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-81-A, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 404, Pt. A, 83, is amended to
read:

1-A. Veterinary assistant. “Animal-health-assis-
tant” "Veterinary assistant” means a person employed
in a veterinary facility to assist a licensed veterinarian
or a licensed veterinary technician, but who has nei-
ther had the formal training required for licensure nor
passed the required examination for licensure as a vet-
erinary technician.

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-84-A, as
amended by PL 1997, c. 246, 83, is further amended to
read:

4-A. Direct supervision. "Direct supervision"
means any time when a supervisor is on the premises
or and is quickly and easily available.

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-84-B, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 404, Pt. A, 85, is amended to
read:

4-B. Indirect supervision. "Indirect supervi-
sion" means any time when a supervisor is not on the

premises; but that-supervisor-has-issued-written-or-oral
) A 9% ; f amirnal

tients is available for consultation on patient care.

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-85-A is enacted
to read:

5-A. Patient.
group of animals exam
ian.

Sec. 7. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-87, as repealed
and replaced by PL 1997, c. 246, 84, is amended to
read:

7. Practice of veterinary medicine. "Practice of
veterinary medicine" means:

A. The diagnosis, treatment, correction, change,
relief or prevention of animal disease, deformity,
defect, injury or other physical or mental condi-
tion, including the prescription or administration
of a drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, applica-
tion, anesthetic or other imaging, therapeutic or
diagnostic technique or nutritional substance or
technique on, for or to any animal, including, but
not limited to, acupuncture, dentistry, homeo-
pathic or chiropractic procedures, physical or
massage therapy, surgery including eesmetic elec-
tive surgery— t i i TEeat

ices or any manual, mechanical, biological or
chemical procedure used for pregnancy testing or
correcting sterility or infertility;

Patient” means an _animal or
ned or treated by a veterinar-
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C. The representation directly or indirectly of an
ability and willingness to perform an act included
in paragraph A; and

D. The use of any titles, word or abbreviations of
letters in a manner or under circumstances that in-
duce the belief that the person using them is le-
gally authorized and qualified to perform any act
included in paragraph A. That use is prima facie
evidence of the intention to represent oneself as
engaged in the practice of veterinary medicine.

The practice of veterinary medicine must occur within
an established veterinarian-client-patient relationship.

Sec. 8. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-87-B is enacted
to read:

7-B. Practice of veterinary technology. "Prac-
tice of veterinary technology" means:

A. The performance of patient care or other ser-
vices that require a technical understanding of
veterinary medicine on the basis of written or oral
instructions of a veterinarian. “Practice of veteri-
nary technology” does not include diagnosing,
making prognoses, performing surgery or pre-
scribing a drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, ap-
plication, anesthetic or other imaging, therapeutic
or diagnostic technique or nutritional substance or
technigue on, for or to any patient;

B. The representation directly or indirectly of an
ability and willingness to perform an act author-
ized under paragraph A; and

C. The use of any titles, word or abbreviations of
letters in @ manner or under circumstances that in-
duce the belief that the person using them is le-
gally authorized and qualified to perform any act
authorized under paragraph A. That use is prima
facie evidence of the intention to represent oneself
as engaged in the practice of veterinary technol-
ogy.

Sec. 9. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-88-A, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 404, Pt. A, 85, is amended to
read:

8-A. Supervisor. "Supervisor" means a licensed
veterinarian or, if the task being supervised warrants, a
licensed veterinary technician.

Sec. 10. 32 MRSA 84853, sub-811, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 404, Pt. A, 85, is amended to
read:
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11. Licensed veterinary technician. “Meteri-
nary "Licensed veterinary technician™ means a person
who has completed a minimum of 2 years in a college
program that is certified according to the standards
adopted by the American Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion's Committee on Veterinary Technician Education
and Activities or an equivalent program, as determined
by the board, and who has passed an examination for
licensure prescribed by the board.

Sec. 11. 32 MRSA 84859, sub-82, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 402, Pt. R, 84, is further
amended to read:

2. License; set standards. Grant and deny li-
censes and set standards of practice for veterinarians
practicing veterinary medicine in this State and for the
performance of duties by licensed veterinary techni-
cians;

Sec. 12. 32 MRSA §4859, sub-89, as enacted
by PL 2011, c. 190, §11, is amended to read:

9. Veterinarian health program. The board
may establish protocols for the operation of a profes-
sional review committee as defined in Title 24, section
2502, subsection 4-A. The protocols must include the
committee's reporting information the board considers
appropriate regarding reports received, contracts or
investigations made and the disposition of each report,
as long as the committee is not required to disclose
any personally identifiable information. The protocol
may not prohibit an impaired veterinarian or licensed
veterinary technician from seeking alternative forms of
treatment.

The board has the power to contract with other agen-
cies, individuals, firms or associations for the conduct
and operation of a veterinarian health program oper-
ated by a professional review committee.

Sec. 13. 32 MRSA 84860, first T, as
amended by PL 1983, c. 48, 83, is further amended to
read:

Ne A person may not practice veterinary medicine
in this State who is not a licensed veterinarian or the
holder of a valid-temporary—permit-or permit for the
performance of relief veterinary service issued by the
board. This shaH section does not apply to:

Sec. 14. 32 MRSA 84861, as amended by PL
2011, c. 189, 81, is further amended to read:

84861. Application for license; qualifications and
examination

A person desiring a license to practice veterinary
medicine in this State must make written application
and pay the license fee as set under section 4863-A.
The application must show that the applicant holds a
doctorate degree in veterinary medicine from an ap-
proved veterinary medicine program that is recognized
by the United States Department of Education and by
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the board, and is trustworthy and competent and pro-
vide such other information and proof as the board
may establish by rule. The board may adopt rules
applicable to graduates of approved veterinary medi-
cine programs by the Commissioner of Education and
rules applicable to foreign educated graduates who can
demonstrate equivalent education and training. Rules
adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical
rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter
2-A.

1-A. Examinations. Examinations—written—or

ofanapphcantto-engageinthe practice-ofveterinary
medicine: The board may alse test an applicant's
knowledge of the laws and rules relating to the prac-
tice of veterinary medicine. The board may require
successful completion of an equivalency examination
or assessment mechanism for foreign educated and
trained applicants that is designed to evaluate educa-
tional equivalence, including clinical competencies
and a command of the English language.

The board may employ and cooperate and contract
with an organization or consultant in the preparation,
administration and grading of an examination, but
retains sole discretion and responsibility for determin-
ing which applicants have successfully passed the ex-
amination. The applicant shall pay the examination
fee as set under section 4863-A.

4. Permit for performance of relief veterinary
service. The board may issue without examination a
permit to perform relief veterinary service in this State
to a qualified person who holds a doctorate degree in
veterinary medicine from an approved veterinary
medicine program that is recognized by the United
States Department of Education and by the board or by
rules of the board applicable to foreign educated
graduates, and who holds a current license for the
practice of veterinary medicine issued by another state,
United States territory, province of Canada or other
jurisdiction. The board may establish, by rule, the
application process. The initial term of a permit issued
under this subsection may not exceed 30 days. Exten-
sions may be granted in the discretion of the board.
The applicant shall pay the relief permit fee as set un-
der section 4863-A.

4-A. Request by state veterinarian. Upon the
request by the state veterinarian to the board for emer-
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ian, a veterinarian licensed in another state may prac-
tice in the State for a period not to exceed 30 days
without a state license or permit.

5. Licensure by endorsement. The board shall
grant a license by endorsement to a veterinarian who:

A. Has submitted a complete application;

B. Has paid the examination and license fee as set
under section 4863-A;

C. Holds a valid license issued by another state,
United States territory, province of Canada or
other jurisdiction;

D-1. Has successfully passed an examination
pursuant to subsection 1-A pertaining to the prac-
tice of veterinary medicine as determined by
board rule. The board may require the applicant
to submit to an examination covering the laws and
rules pertaining to the practice of veterinary medi-
cine in this State; and

E. Has actively practiced clinical veterinary
medicine for 3,000 hours during the 3 years pre-
ceding application.

Notwithstanding this subsection, the board shall waive
the requirement that a veterinarian pass an examina-
tion for veterinarians who have, during the 6 years
preceding the application, actively practiced clinical
veterinary medicine for at least 6,000 hours without
disciplinary action relating to the practice of veterinary
medicine by another state, United States territory or
province of Canada.

Sec. 15. 32 MRSA 8§4861-A is enacted to
read:

§4861-A. Application for veterinary technician
license; qualifications and examination

In order to practice as a licensed veterinary tech-
nician in this State, a person must apply for a veteri-
nary technician license by submitting a written appli-
cation, paying the license fee as set under section
4863-A and taking an examination for a license. In
order to take the examination for a license, an appli-
cant must:

1. Education completed. Have completed a
minimum of 2 vears in a college program that is certi-
fied according to the standards adopted by the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Association's Committee on
Veterinary Technician Education and Activities or an
equivalent program, as determined by the board; or

2. Within 6 months of completing education.
Be within the final 6 months of professional study in a
program _of education for veterinary technology ap-
proved by the board or accredited by an accrediting
organization approved by the board.

Upon the request of the state veterinarian to the board

gency situations as determined by the state veterinar-

for emergency situations as determined by the state
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veterinarian, a licensed veterinary technician may
practice in the State for a period not to exceed 30 days
without a state license.

Sec. 16. 32 MRSA 84864, sub-812, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 594, 81, is further amended to
read:

12. Unauthorized associations. A veterinarian

may practice only in an individual capacity under that
veterinarian's own name or in association with a li-
censed practitioner of veterinary medicine or profes-
sional association.
For purposes of this subsection, a veterinarian who has
an employment relationship with a corporation or
other legal entity that provides a continuum of veteri-
nary services and treatment, including, but not limited
to, diagnostic laboratory, research and development
services and health and import and export certification,
is considered to be lawfully practicing under that vet-
erinarian's own name as long as that veterinarian is
individually accountable for conduct under that veteri-
narian's license. The following are deemed unauthor-
ized associations:

B. Knowingly aiding and abetting in the practice
of veterinary medicine any person not licensed to
practice in this State;

C. The lending, leasing or in any other manner
placing of one's license at the disposal of or in the
service of any other person not licensed to prac-
tice veterinary medicine in this State; and

D. The continuance of a veterinarian directly or
indirectly in the employ of or in association with
any veterinarian after knowledge that such veteri-
narian is engaged in the violation of the provi-
sions of this chapter; or

Sec. 17. 32 MRSA 84865, as amended by PL
2005, c. 347, Pt. C, 83, is repealed.

Sec. 18. 32 MRSA 84866, as amended by PL
1997, c. 246, 8825 and 26, is further amended to read:

84866. Duties of licensed veterinary technicians
and veterinary assistants

An-animal-health A veterinary assistant may, un-
der the direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian or
a licensed veterinary technician, perform
duties of an animal health care nature—TFhe-dutiesdo
notinclude excluding diagnosing, making prognoses,
performing surgery;—interpreting—taberatory—tests or
prescribing erinitiating treatment.

A licensed veterinary technician registered in the
State may perform;-under-the-supervision-and-direction
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engage in the practice of
veterinary technology on the basis of written or oral
instruction of a veterinarian.

Sec. 19. 32 MRSA 84869, as amended by PL
1993, c. 404, Pt. A, 8§13, is further amended to read:

§4869. Reinstatement

A veterinarian or licensed veterinary technician
whose license is revoked or suspended er-a-veterinary

may, at the discretion of the board, be relicensed;—re-
registered or reinstated at any time without an exami-
nation by majority vote of the board on written appli-
cation made to the board showing cause justifying the
relicensing;-reregistration or reinstatement.

Sec. 20. 32 MRSA 84870, as amended by PL
2007, c. 402, Pt. R, 810, is further amended to read:

§4870. Enforcement
Any person who practices veterinary medicine

without a currently valid license—temporary-permit or
permit for the performance of relief veterinary service
is subject to the provisions of Title 10, section 8003-C.
A person engaged in the practice of veterinary tech-
nology without a valid license is subject to the provi-
sions of Title 10, section 8003-C.

Sec. 21. 32 MRSA 84877 is enacted to read:

84877. Veterinarian-client-patient relationship
required; Good Samaritan exception

In order to practice veterinary medicine, a veteri-
narian must be engaged in a veterinarian-client-patient
relationship. A veterinarian-client-patient relationship
exists when a veterinarian:

1. Engaged by client. Has been engaged by the
client;

2. Assumed responsibilit
sponsibility for making medica
the health of the patient;

3. Knowledge of patient. Has sufficient knowl-
edge of the patient to initiate a preliminary diagnosis
of the medical condition of the patient and has per-
sonal knowledge of the keeping and care of the patient
as a result of:

A. A timely examination of the patient by the
veterinarian; or

y. Has assumed re-
judgments regarding
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B. A medically appropriate and timely visit or
visits by the veterinarian to the patient while that
patient is under the care of the veterinarian's prac-
tice;

4. Follow-up evaluation. Is readily available for
follow-up evaluation or has arranged for veterinary
emergency coverage and continuing care and treat-
ment; and

5. Records. Maintains patient records.

A licensed veterinarian who in good faith engages
in the practice of veterinary medicine by rendering or
attempting to render emergency care to a patient when
a client cannot be identified and a veterinarian-client-
patient relationship is not established is not subject to
any disciplinary sanctions authorized by Title 10, sec-
tion 8003, subsection 5-A based solely upon the vet-
erinarian's inability to establish a veterinarian-client-
patient relationship.

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 211
H.P. 836 - L.D. 1218

An Act Regarding the
Administration of Vaccines by
Pharmacists

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA 813831, sub-81, as enacted
by PL 2009, c. 308, §3, is amended to read:

1. Administration of influenza vaccines. A
pharmacist licensed in this State who meets the quali-
fications and requirements of section 13832 and rules
adopted by the board may administer topically or by
injection or by inhalation all forms of influenza vac-
cines, including intranasal influenza vaccines, to a
person 9 7 years of age or older without a prescription.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 210
H.P. 231 -L.D. 337

An Act To Require Lienholders
To Remove Liens Once
Satisfied

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 10 MRSA 84013 is enacted to read:
84013. Removal of lien

1. Removal within 60 days. Unless a specific
time period is otherwise provided, a holder of a lien
against property issued pursuant to the laws of this
State shall remove the lien within 60 days of satisfac-
tion or discharge of the lien by the debtor or owner of
the property or agent of the debtor or owner.

2. Liability. A holder of a lien, other than the
State, a municipality or other governmental entity,
who fails to remove a lien as provided in subsection 1
is liable to the debtor or owner of the property for rea-
sonable attorney's fees and costs incurred to cure the
lien as a result of the failure to remove the lien.

3. Application. This section does not apply to a
financing statement or other record governed by Title
11.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 212
S.P.471-L.D. 1306

An Act To Affirm the
Obligation To Support One's
Children

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA 82110 is enacted to read:
§2110. Exempt property of child support obligor

1. Exempt property. The property of a child
support_obligor that is exempt pursuant to section
2203, subsection 15 from an order to seize and sell is
also_exempt from any other enforcement and collec-
tion action regarding a support order, except to the
extent that it has been fraudulently conveyed by the

obligor.
2. Application of law. Title 14, chapter 507,

subchapter 2, article 7 exemptions to collection do not
apply to enforcement and collection of a support order.

Sec. 2. 19-A MRSA §2203, sub-815, 11A
and B, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and
affected by Pt. E, §2, are amended to read:

A. The obligor's aggregate interest, not to exceed
$12.500 $47,500 in value, in real or personal
property that the obligor uses as a residence;

B. The obligor's interest, not to exceed $2,500
$5,000 in value, in one motor vehicle;

See title page for effective date.
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