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A.  The United States Congress excludes indus-
trial hemp from the definition  of "marihuana" for 
the purpose of the Controlled Substances Act, 21 
United States Code, Section 802(16); or 

B.  The United States Department of Justice, Drug 
Enforcement Administration takes affirmative 
steps towards issuing a permit under 21 United 
States Code, Chapter 13, Subchapter 1, Part C to a 
person holding a license issued by a state to grow 
industrial hemp. 

The commissioner shall notify the Revisor of Statutes 
and the Commissioner of Public Safety when the re-
quirements of either paragraph A or B have been met. 

Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  
The following appropriations and allocations are 
made. 

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND 
FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF 

Division of Plant Industry 0831 

Initiative: Provides funding to adopt routine technical 
rules establishing an application fee, a license fee, a 
per acre fee for monitoring, sampling and testing and 
guidelines for monitoring the growth and harvest of 
industrial hemp. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2015-16 2016-17 

All Other $2,500 $0 

 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$2,500 $0 

 
Division of Plant Industry 0831 

Initiative: Provides funding for one half-time Certified 
Seed Specialist position and related costs to conduct 
testing, inspection and monitoring related to the pro-
duction of industrial hemp. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2015-16 2016-17 

POSITIONS - 
LEGISLATIVE COUNT 

0.500 0.500 

Personal Services $30,032 $30,032 

All Other $8,197 $7,911 

 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$38,229 $37,943 

 
Office of the Commissioner 0401 

Initiative: Provides funds for the Department of Ad-
ministrative and Financial Services, Office of Informa-
tion Technology costs associated with the Certified 
Seed Specialist position. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2015-16 2016-17 

All Other $1,968 $1,968 

 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$1,968 $1,968 

 
AGRICULTURE, 
CONSERVATION AND 
FORESTRY, 
DEPARTMENT OF 

  

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2015-16 2016-17 

   
OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

$42,697 $39,911 

 

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - 
ALL FUNDS 

$42,697 $39,911 

 
Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 

cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 16, 2015. 

CHAPTER 203 
 S.P. 280 - L.D. 782 

An Act To Improve the Quality 
of Life of Persons with Serious 

Illnesses 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§47-I is en-
acted to read: 

47-I.   

Human 
Services 

 Palliative 
Care and 
Quality of 
Life Inter-
disciplinary 
Advisory 
Council 

 Expenses 
Only 

 22 MRSA 
§1726 

 
Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §1726 is enacted to read: 

§1726.  Palliative Care and Quality of Life Inter-
disciplinary Advisory Council 

The Palliative Care and Quality of Life Interdisci-
plinary Advisory Council, as established in Title 5, 
section 12004-I, subsection 47-I and referred to in this 
section as "the advisory council," is established to im-
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prove the quality and delivery of patient-centered and 
family-focused care in accordance with this section. 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Palliative care" means patient-centered and 
family-focused medical care that optimizes qual-
ity of life by anticipating, preventing and treating 
suffering caused by a medical illness or a physical 
injury or condition that substantially affects a pa-
tient's quality of life, including, but not limited to, 
addressing physical, emotional, social and spiri-
tual needs; facilitating patient autonomy and 
choice of care; providing access to information; 
discussing the patient's goals for treatment and 
treatment options, including, when appropriate, 
hospice care; and managing pain and symptoms 
comprehensively. 

B.  "Serious illness" means a medical illness or 
physical injury or condition that substantially af-
fects quality of life for more than a short period of 
time.  "Serious illness" includes, but is not limited 
to, Alzheimer's disease and related dementias, 
lung disease, cancer and heart, renal or liver fail-
ure. 

2.  Membership.  The advisory council consists 
of the following members: 

A.  Five persons with experience and expertise in 
palliative care in acute hospital care, long-term 
care, in-home care and hospice care with respect 
to pediatric, youth, adult and elderly populations 
as follows: 

(1)  Two persons appointed by the Governor.  
One person must be a physician who is certi-
fied by a national board of hospice and pallia-
tive medicine.  One person must be a regis-
tered nurse or advanced practice registered 
nurse who is certified by a national board for 
certification of hospice and palliative nurses; 
and 

(2)  Three persons appointed by the executive 
director of the Maine Hospice Council, estab-
lished in section 8611, who are health profes-
sionals with palliative care work experience 
or expertise in the delivery of palliative care; 

B.  Two persons appointed by the President of the 
Senate.  One person must be a licensed pharmacist 
with experience working with persons with seri-
ous illnesses.  One person must represent hospi-
tals in the State; 

C.  Two persons appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives.  One person must be a 
licensed social worker with experience working 
with persons with serious illnesses and their fam-

ily members.  One person must represent health 
insurers; 

D.  Two persons appointed by the member of the 
Senate who is the leader of the minority party in 
the Senate.  Both persons must represent state-
wide organizations that advocate on behalf of per-
sons with serious illnesses; 

E.  Two persons appointed by the member of the 
House of Representatives who is the leader of the 
minority party in the House.  One person must be 
a spiritual counselor with experience working 
with persons with serious illnesses and their fam-
ily members.  One person must represent persons 
55 years of age and older; and 

F.  The executive director of the Maine Hospice 
Council, established in section 8611, who serves 
as a nonvoting member. 

3.  Terms; vacancies; expense reimbursement.  
A person appointed to the advisory council serves a 3-
year term, subject to termination by decision of the 
appointing authority.  When a vacancy occurs, the 
appointing authority shall appoint a new member to 
serve for 3 years. As provided in Title 5, section 
12004-I, subsection 47-I, members serve on a volun-
tary basis, are not eligible for payment for their service 
and may be reimbursed for necessary expenses. 

4.  Conduct of business.  At the first meeting of 
the advisory council and annually thereafter, the mem-
bers shall elect from the membership a chair and a 
vice-chair and shall determine their duties.  The chair 
and vice-chair shall call at least 2 meetings per year 
and other meetings as requested by a majority of the 
membership or as determined by the chair and vice-
chair. A majority of the membership constitutes a quo-
rum. All meetings of the advisory council are public 
proceedings, are open to the public and must be held 
in locations that are convenient for public access and 
that are provided by the Maine Hospice Council, es-
tablished in section 8611.  As appropriate to the 
agenda for the meeting and in conformance with the 
Maine Administrative Procedure Act, all meetings 
must provide an opportunity for public comment. 

5.  Duties.  The advisory council shall: 

A.  Consult with and advise the Maine Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention on matters related 
to the establishment, maintenance, operation and 
evaluation of palliative care initiatives in the 
State; 

B.  Analyze palliative care being provided in the 
State; 

C.  Make recommendations to improve palliative 
care and the quality of life of persons with serious 
illnesses; and 



F I R S T  RE GU L A R  S ES S I ON  -  20 15   PUB L I C  L A W,   C .  204  

223 

D.  Submit a report to the joint standing commit-
tees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
appropriations and financial affairs, health and 
human services matters and insurance and finan-
cial services matters by January 1st each year pro-
viding the findings and recommendations of the 
advisory council. 

6.  Funding.  The advisory council may accept 
funding that is not public funding. 

Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §8615 is enacted to read: 

§8615.  Palliative care initiatives 

To the extent allowed by available resources, the 
council shall establish a palliative care consumer and 
professional information and education program to 
maximize the effectiveness of palliative care initiatives 
by ensuring that comprehensive and accurate informa-
tion and education are available to the public, health 
care providers and health care facilities.  The council 
shall publish and maintain on a publicly accessible 
website information and resources related to palliative 
care, including, but not limited to, links to external 
resources, continuing professional education opportu-
nities, delivery of palliative care in the home and in 
primary, secondary and tertiary care environments, 
best practices for palliative care delivery and con-
sumer educational materials and referral information 
for palliative care, including hospice care.  The council 
may develop and implement other initiatives regarding 
palliative care services and education as it determines 
to be appropriate.  The council may seek and accept 
funding to cover the costs of the Palliative Care and 
Quality of Life Interdisciplinary Advisory Council 
under section 1726.  In performing its work under this 
section, the council shall consult with the Palliative 
Care and Quality of Life Interdisciplinary Advisory 
Council. 

Sec. 4.  Palliative Care and Quality of Life 
Interdisciplinary Advisory Council.  Appoint-
ments to the Palliative Care and Quality of Life Inter-
disciplinary Advisory Council required by this Act 
must be made no later than 90 days after the effective 
date of this Act.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 22, section 1726, subsection 3, each 
appointing authority, when making initial appoint-
ments under Title 22, section 1726, subsection 2, 
paragraphs B to D, shall appoint one person for a 2-
year term and one person for a 3-year term.  When all 
appointments have been made, the executive director 
of the Maine Hospice Council, established in Title 22, 
section 8611, shall call and convene the first meeting 
of the advisory council. The first meeting of the advi-
sory council must be held no later than October 1, 
2015. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 204 
 H.P. 563 - L.D. 829 

An Act To Amend the Trespass 
Laws Pertaining to Railroad 

Property 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, knowingly entering a railroad right-of-
way without right creates potential public safety issues 
requiring immediate attention; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §7007, sub-§3, as enacted 
by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. L, §12 and affected by Pt. X, 
§2, is amended to read: 

3.  Penalties.  The following penalties apply to 
violations of this section. 

A.  A person who violates subsection 1 commits a 
civil violation for which a fine of not less than $5 
$50 and not more than $100 may be adjudged. 

B.  A person who violates subsection 1 after hav-
ing previously violated subsection 1 commits a 
civil violation for which a fine of not less than 
$100 $250 and not more than $500 may be ad-
judged. 

C.  A person who violates subsection 1 after hav-
ing previously violated subsection 1 2 or more 
times commits a civil violation for which a fine of 
not less than $500 $750 and not more than $1000 
$1,000 may be adjudged. 

C-1.  A person who violates subsection 1 after 
having previously violated subsection 1 3 or more 
times commits a Class E crime. 

D.  A person who violates subsection 2 commits a 
Class E crime.  Violation of subsection 2 is a strict 
liability crime as defined in Title 17-A, section 
34, subsection 4-A. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 16, 2015. 




