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from a licensed diving tender shall report the in-
formation provided by the person under paragraph 
A, subparagraph (2) in accordance with section 
6173. 

As long as one person present on a boat engaged as a 
platform for the harvesting of sea urchins and scallops 
by hand has met the tender safety requirements 
adopted by rule pursuant to section 6533, all other 
persons present on the boat may operate the boat or 
engage in culling activities or otherwise handle the 
harvested product.  An individual who engages in har-
vesting activities in accordance with a license issued 
under section 6701 or 6748 may not be considered as 
the person who has met the tender safety requirements 
adopted by rule pursuant to section 6533. 

Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §6701, sub-§2, as repealed 
and replaced by PL 2009, c. 561, §22, is amended to 
read: 

2.  Licensed activity.  The holder of a hand fish-
ing scallop license may take scallops by hand or pos-
sess, ship, transport or sell shucked scallops the holder 
has taken.  An unlicensed person acting as a tender for 
an individual licensed under subsection 5, paragraph 
B, in accordance with subsection 4, may possess, ship, 
transport and sell shucked scallops the hand fishing 
scallop license holder has taken.  A person may not act 
as a tender under subsection 5, paragraph B unless that 
person has met the tender safety requirements adopted 
by rule pursuant to section 6533. 

Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §6748, sub-§2, as corrected 
by RR 2013, c. 1, §23, is amended to read: 

2.  Licensed activity.  The holder of a handfish-
ing sea urchin license may take sea urchins by hand or 
possess, ship, transport or sell sea urchins.  An unli-
censed person acting as a tender for an individual li-
censed under subsection 4, paragraph B, in accordance 
with subsection 1-A, may possess, ship, transport and 
sell sea urchins the handfishing sea urchin license 
holder has taken subject to the requirements of para-
graph A. 

A.  An unlicensed person acting as a tender may 
not sell sea urchins unless the person: 

(1)  Sells sea urchins to a purchaser who 
holds a valid wholesale seafood license with a 
sea urchin buyer's permit or a valid wholesale 
seafood license with a sea urchin processor's 
permit or a valid retail seafood license; and 

(2)  Provides to the purchaser the name and 
license number of the license holder with 
whom the person was engaged when the sea 
urchins were harvested. 

B.  A holder of a wholesale seafood license with a 
sea urchin buyer's permit or a wholesale seafood 
license with a sea urchin processor's permit or a 
retail seafood license who purchases sea urchins 

from an unlicensed person acting as a tender must 
purchase the sea urchins by check or cashier's 
check unless there is a written receipt associated 
with the transaction, and the holder of a wholesale 
seafood license with a sea urchin buyer's permit or 
a wholesale seafood license with a sea urchin 
processor's permit or a retail seafood license who 
purchases sea urchins from an unlicensed person 
acting as a tender shall report the information 
provided by the person under paragraph A, sub-
paragraph (2) in accordance with section 6173. 

A person may not act as a tender under subsection 4, 
paragraph B unless that person has met the tender 
safety requirements adopted by rule pursuant to sec-
tion 6533. 

Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §6851, sub-§2, ¶A, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 598, §41, is further amended 
to read: 

A.  Within or beyond the state limits, buy, sell, 
process, ship or transport any marine species or 
their parts, except lobsters and sea urchins; scal-
lops purchased directly from harvesters; and 
shrimp purchased directly from harvesters; 

Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §6851, sub-§2-E is enacted 
to read: 

2-E.  Wholesale seafood license with a scallop 
permit.  At the request of the applicant, the commis-
sioner shall issue a wholesale seafood license with a 
scallop permit.  A person holding a wholesale seafood 
license with a scallop permit may engage in all of the 
activities in subsection 2, may buy scallops from har-
vesters and may sell, process, ship or transport scal-
lops. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 202 
 H.P. 7 - L.D. 4 

An Act To Promote Industrial 
Hemp 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, farmers need adequate time to prepare 
for their upcoming growing seasons and industrial 
hemp cultivation involves numerous time-sensitive 
planning considerations; and 

Whereas, cultivation of industrial hemp may 
provide a valuable economic opportunity for farmers 
that begin cultivating as soon as possible; and 
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Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §2231, as enacted by PL 
2009, c. 320, §1, is amended to read: 

§2231.  Industrial hemp 

1.  Definition.  As used in this chapter, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, "industrial hemp" means 
any variety of Cannabis sativa L. with a delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration that does not ex-
ceed 0.3% on a dry weight basis and that is grown or 
possessed by a licensed grower in compliance with 
this chapter.  As used in this chapter, unless the con-
text otherwise indicates, "certified seed source" means 
a source of hemp seeds that are certified by a 3rd party 
as producing hemp having a delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration that does not ex-
ceed 0.3% on a dry weight basis. 

2.  Growing permitted.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, a person may plant, grow, har-
vest, possess, process, sell and buy industrial hemp if 
that person holds a license issued pursuant to subsec-
tion 4.  A person licensed pursuant to subsection 4 
may plant, grow and harvest only hemp that is grown 
from seeds acquired from a certified seed source.  A 
person licensed pursuant to subsection 4 may acquire 
hemp seeds directly from a certified seed source or 
from a hemp seed distributor licensed in this State 
distributing hemp seeds pursuant to subsection 2-A. 

2-A.  Seed distribution.  The commissioner may 
issue a license for a hemp seed distributor if the hemp 
seeds distributed by the hemp seed distributor are from 
a certified seed source.  The commissioner may issue a 
license under this subsection to a holder of a seed la-
beling license pursuant to section 1044-A. 

3.  Application.  A person desiring to grow indus-
trial hemp for commercial purposes shall apply to the 
commissioner for a license on a form prescribed by the 
commissioner. The application must include the name 
and address of the applicant, the legal description of 
the land area to be used for the production of industrial 
hemp and a map, an aerial photograph or global posi-
tioning coordinates sufficient for locating the produc-
tion fields.  Except for employees of the Maine Agri-
cultural Experiment Station and the University of 
Maine System involved in research and related activi-
ties, an applicant for an initial licensure must submit a 
set of the applicant's fingerprints, taken by a law en-
forcement officer, and any other information necessary 
to complete a statewide and nationwide criminal his-
tory record check by the Department of Public Safety, 

State Bureau of Identification and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. All costs associated with the criminal 
history record check are the responsibility of the appli-
cant and must be submitted with the fingerprints. 
Criminal history records provided to the commissioner 
under this section are confidential. The results of 
criminal records checks received under this subsection 
may only be used in determining an applicant's eligi-
bility for licensure. A person with a prior criminal 
conviction is not eligible for licensure. 

4.  License issued.  Upon review and approval of 
an application, the commissioner shall notify the ap-
plicant and request that the application fee determined 
under subsection 7 be submitted.  Upon receipt of the 
appropriate fee and in accordance with subsection 8, 
the commissioner shall issue a license, which is valid 
for a period of one year and only for the site or sites 
specified in the license. 

5.  Documentation.  A licensee shall file with the 
commissioner documentation indicating that the seeds 
planted were of a type and variety of hemp approved 
by the commissioner as having a concentration of no 
more than 0.3% delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol by dry 
weight and a copy of any contract to grow industrial 
hemp.  A licensee shall notify the commissioner of the 
sale or distribution of industrial hemp grown by the 
licensee and the name of each person to whom the 
industrial hemp was sold or distributed. 

6.  Rules.  The commissioner shall adopt rules to 
establish approved varieties of industrial hemp, proto-
cols for testing plant parts during growth for delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol levels an application fee, a li-
cense fee, per acre fees for monitoring, sampling and 
testing and guidelines for monitoring the growth and 
harvest of industrial hemp. Rules adopted pursuant to 
this subsection are major substantive routine technical 
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 
2-A.  

7.  Fees.  The commissioner shall establish 
through rulemaking under subsection 6 an application 
fee, a license fee and per acre fees for monitoring, 
sampling and testing that are reasonable and necessary 
to cover the costs of the department.  The application 
fee must be no less than $50 and no more than $100, 
the license fee must be no less than $100 and no more 
than $500, and the fees for monitoring, sampling and 
testing must be no less than $1 per acre and no more 
than $100 per acre. 

All fees received pursuant to this subsection must be 
paid to the Treasurer of State and credited to a sepa-
rate, nonlapsing account in the department.  Money 
received pursuant to this subsection must be used for 
the expenses of administering this chapter. 

8.  Licensing contingent upon action by Federal 
Government.  A license may not be issued under this 
section unless: 



F I R S T  RE GU L A R  S ES S I ON  -  20 15   PUB L I C  L A W,   C .  203  

221 

A.  The United States Congress excludes indus-
trial hemp from the definition  of "marihuana" for 
the purpose of the Controlled Substances Act, 21 
United States Code, Section 802(16); or 

B.  The United States Department of Justice, Drug 
Enforcement Administration takes affirmative 
steps towards issuing a permit under 21 United 
States Code, Chapter 13, Subchapter 1, Part C to a 
person holding a license issued by a state to grow 
industrial hemp. 

The commissioner shall notify the Revisor of Statutes 
and the Commissioner of Public Safety when the re-
quirements of either paragraph A or B have been met. 

Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  
The following appropriations and allocations are 
made. 

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND 
FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF 

Division of Plant Industry 0831 

Initiative: Provides funding to adopt routine technical 
rules establishing an application fee, a license fee, a 
per acre fee for monitoring, sampling and testing and 
guidelines for monitoring the growth and harvest of 
industrial hemp. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2015-16 2016-17 

All Other $2,500 $0 

 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$2,500 $0 

 
Division of Plant Industry 0831 

Initiative: Provides funding for one half-time Certified 
Seed Specialist position and related costs to conduct 
testing, inspection and monitoring related to the pro-
duction of industrial hemp. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2015-16 2016-17 

POSITIONS - 
LEGISLATIVE COUNT 

0.500 0.500 

Personal Services $30,032 $30,032 

All Other $8,197 $7,911 

 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$38,229 $37,943 

 
Office of the Commissioner 0401 

Initiative: Provides funds for the Department of Ad-
ministrative and Financial Services, Office of Informa-
tion Technology costs associated with the Certified 
Seed Specialist position. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2015-16 2016-17 

All Other $1,968 $1,968 

 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$1,968 $1,968 

 
AGRICULTURE, 
CONSERVATION AND 
FORESTRY, 
DEPARTMENT OF 

  

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2015-16 2016-17 

   
OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

$42,697 $39,911 

 

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - 
ALL FUNDS 

$42,697 $39,911 

 
Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 

cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 16, 2015. 

CHAPTER 203 
 S.P. 280 - L.D. 782 

An Act To Improve the Quality 
of Life of Persons with Serious 

Illnesses 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§47-I is en-
acted to read: 

47-I.   

Human 
Services 

 Palliative 
Care and 
Quality of 
Life Inter-
disciplinary 
Advisory 
Council 

 Expenses 
Only 

 22 MRSA 
§1726 

 
Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §1726 is enacted to read: 

§1726.  Palliative Care and Quality of Life Inter-
disciplinary Advisory Council 

The Palliative Care and Quality of Life Interdisci-
plinary Advisory Council, as established in Title 5, 
section 12004-I, subsection 47-I and referred to in this 
section as "the advisory council," is established to im-




