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When a vehicle has been removed pursuant to para-
graph C, the vehicle may be released only after the 
tolls, fees and penalties have been paid and the vehi-
cle's registration has been reinstated or the owner's 
right to operate the vehicle has been restored. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 160 
 S.P. 219 - L.D. 626 

An Act Regarding Write-in 
Candidates in Municipal and 

City Elections 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §2501, sub-§3 is enacted 
to read: 

3.  Determining and counting write-in votes.  A 
municipality may choose the method of determining 
and counting write-in votes according to this subsec-
tion.  Once a municipality has voted to accept the op-
tion under this subsection, the option applies to all 
municipal elections until the municipal officers hold a 
public hearing and the legislative body of the munici-
pality votes to rescind the option at least 90 days be-
fore the next election of candidates by secret ballot. 

A.  After the municipal officers hold a public 
hearing, at least 90 days prior to an election of 
candidates by secret ballot, the legislative body of 
a municipality may vote to be governed by the 
provisions of Title 21-A, section 696, subsection 
2, paragraph C and Title 21-A, section 722-A.  
Votes for a write-in candidate are counted only if 
that candidate has filed a timely declaration of 
write-in candidacy with the municipal clerk in ac-
cordance with Title 21-A, section 722-A, except 
that votes for write-in candidates who have not 
filed a declaration of write-in candidacy must be 
counted if: 

(1)  The printed ballot does not include a 
properly nominated candidate for the office; 
or 

(2)  A properly nominated candidate for the 
office listed on the ballot withdraws from the 
race before or on election day. 

B.  In a municipality that has not voted under 
paragraph A to be governed by Title 21-A, section 
696, subsection 2, paragraph C and Title 21-A, 
section 722-A, votes cast for write-in candidates 
must be counted if: 

(1)  The printed ballot does not include a 
properly nominated candidate for the office; 

(2)  A properly nominated candidate for the 
office listed on the ballot withdraws from the 
race before or on election day; or 

(3)  The number of write-in votes for an of-
fice as determined by a machine count or ini-
tial hand count exceeds the number of votes 
in that count for a candidate printed on the 
ballot. 

Votes for write-in candidates may be counted 
even if none of the criteria listed in subparagraphs 
(1) to (3) are met in a municipality that has not 
voted to be governed by Title 21-A, section 696, 
subsection 2, paragraph C and Title 21-A, section 
722-A. 

Nothing in this subsection requires a municipal clerk 
to count or tally write-in votes for a fictitious person, a 
deceased person or a person from outside the munici-
pality when residency is a qualification of office or 
who is otherwise not qualified to be a candidate for the 
office for which the person is a write-in candidate. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 161 
 H.P. 323 - L.D. 484 

An Act Regarding the  
Confidentiality of Railroad 

Carrier Cargo 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §402, sub-§3, ¶S, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 518, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

S.  E-mail addresses obtained by a political subdi-
vision of the State for the sole purpose of dis-
seminating noninteractive notifications, updates 
and cancellations that are issued from the political 
subdivision or its elected officers to an individual 
or individuals that request or regularly accept 
these noninteractive communications; and 

Sec. 2.  1 MRSA §402, sub-§3, ¶T, as en-
acted by PL 2013, c. 518, §3, is amended to read: 

T.  Records describing research for the develop-
ment of processing techniques for fisheries, aqua-
culture and seafood processing or the design and 
operation of a depuration plant in the possession 
of the Department of Marine Resources.; and 

Sec. 3.  1 MRSA §402, sub-§3, ¶U is enacted 
to read: 

U.  Records provided by a railroad company de-
scribing hazardous materials transported by the 
railroad company in this State, the routes of haz-
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ardous materials shipments and the frequency of 
hazardous materials operations on those routes 
that are in the possession of a state or local emer-
gency management entity or law enforcement 
agency, a fire department or other first responder.  
For the purposes of this paragraph, "hazardous 
material" has the same meaning as set forth in 49 
Code of Federal Regulations, Section 105.5. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 162 
 H.P. 975 - L.D. 1429 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Regarding On-premises and 

Off-premises Liquor Licenses  
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  28-A MRSA §10, sub-§2-A, as en-
acted by PL 2013, c. 344, §1, is amended to read: 

2-A.  Access exception.  Notwithstanding subsec-
tion 2, there may be access between the 2 licensed 
areas by the public as provided by this subsection. 

A.  There may be access between the 2 licensed 
areas when there is a clear delineation of space, by 
a wall or permanent barrier that separates the 2 li-
censed areas and allows only one clearly defined 
and controlled point of access for patrons between 
the licensed establishments.  The controlled point 
of access is not required to include a door that 
must be physically opened and closed. 

B.  When access between the 2 licensed areas ex-
ists for patrons of either establishment, all malt 
liquor and wine sold for on-premises consumption 
must be served by an employee of the licensed es-
tablishment and may be served only when accom-
panying a full meal prepared in a separate and 
complete kitchen on the premises.  For the pur-
poses of this paragraph, "full meal" means a di-
versified selection of food that cannot ordinarily 
be consumed without the use of tableware and 
cannot be conveniently consumed while standing 
or walking. 

C.  Malt liquor or wine sold or served on the 
premises may not be transported by a patron or 
employee of either establishment from one li-
censed area to another.  The licensee shall ensure 
that easily readable signs are conspicuously 
posted to inform the public that transfer of alco-
holic beverages from one licensed area to another 
is strictly prohibited. 

This subsection is repealed September 30, 2015. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 163 
 H.P. 878 - L.D. 1292 

An Act To Allow for Super 
Cribbage Tournaments 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  17 MRSA §1836, sub-§4-A is enacted 
to read: 

4-A.  Exception for super cribbage tourna-
ment.  Notwithstanding any provision of this section 
to the contrary, the Chief of the State Police may issue 
up to 3 licenses per year for the conduct of a super 
cribbage tournament.  For the purposes of this subsec-
tion, "cribbage" means a card game that uses a board 
and pegs to keep score and of which the characteristic 
feature is a crib into which players discard cards from 
their dealt hand to create a crib of 4 cards unseen by 
other players that will be ultimately part of the dealer's 
hand.  The license fee for a super cribbage tournament 
is $75.  A super cribbage tournament must be con-
ducted in the same manner as prescribed for a tourna-
ment game by this section except as follows. 

A.  The super cribbage tournament may be con-
ducted by a nationally chartered organization that 
organizes tournament-style cribbage games and 
that is exempt from taxation under the United 
States Internal Revenue Code, Section 501(c)(3) 
so long as the principal organizer has been a 
member of that organization for a period of not 
less than 3 years. 

B.  The minimum number of players required is 
50. 

C.  The maximum entry fee allowed is $100 per 
player. 

D.  The super cribbage tournament need not be 
held on premises owned by the licensee. 

E.  The super cribbage tournament may be con-
ducted over a period of up to 72 hours. 

F.  Notwithstanding subsection 2, 50% of the pro-
ceeds of the super cribbage tournament after 
prizes are paid must be paid to a bona fide chari-
table organization, other than the licensee, listed 
on the tournament application submitted to the 
Chief of the State Police. 

This subsection is repealed September 30, 2017. 

See title page for effective date. 




