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organized under the laws of this State more than 20 
years prior to January 1, 2000 2013 and not declared 
to be invalid prior to January 1, 2000 2013 is for all 
intents and purposes a lawful corporation.  The deeds 
or other instruments of the corporation, given in its 
corporate name, that affect or convey real estate or any 
interest in the real estate and that prior to January 1, 
2000 2013 were recorded in the registry of deeds in 
the county where the real estate is located may not be 
held invalid by reason of: 

A.  The lack of authority for or informality in their 
execution or delivery if executed or delivered in 
good faith by the acting officers of the corpora-
tion; 

B.  The failure to disclose the corporation's au-
thority for the conveyance of real estate; 

C.  The failure to bear the corporate seal; 

D.  A person executing or acknowledging a deed 
or instrument in that person's individual capacity; 

E.  The failure to disclose the official capacity of 
the person executing the deed or instrument; or 

F.  The failure of the duly authorized corporate of-
ficer to sign the deed or instrument. 

4.  Omission of authorization for conveyance of 
real estate.  A deed or other instrument for the con-
veyance of real property, or any interest in the real 
property executed by a person or persons purporting to 
act as the agent or attorney of the grantors or their 
spouses, that has been recorded in the registry of deeds 
for the county in which the real property is located 
more than 40 years prior to January 1, 2000 2013 is 
valid even if no power of attorney authorizing and 
empowering an agent or attorney to make the convey-
ance or execute and deliver the deed or instrument 
appears of record, but the real property has in the 
meantime been occupied, claimed or treated by the 
grantees or their heirs as their own property. 

5.  Discharge of mortgage.  An instrument writ-
ten or recorded in the registry of deeds more than 40 
years prior to January 1, 2000 2013 that is signed or 
executed by a person or persons purporting to act as 
the agent or attorney of a mortgagee of real estate and 
purporting to discharge the mortgage is valid even if 
no power of attorney authorizing an agent or attorney 
appears of record. 

6.  Failure to secure bond or comply with li-
censing.  In all cases in which an executor, administra-
tor, guardian, conservator, trustee, master, receiver or 
similar officer has been authorized or ordered by a 
court of probate or other court to sell or exchange real 
estate and has sold or exchanged the real estate, or any 
interest in the real estate, in accordance with the au-
thority, without first having filed a bond covering the 
faithful administration and distribution of the sale 
when a bond was required by law or has failed to 

comply with any other prerequisite for the issuance of 
the license authorizing the sale or exchange and has 
given a deed to the purchaser of the real estate or to 
the person with whom an exchange was authorized or 
ordered or when the executor, administrator, guardian, 
conservator, trustee, master, receiver or other officer 
appointed has acted in that capacity under a decree of 
any court appointing that person to the office, but the 
decree of appointment erroneously or inadvertently 
excused the person from giving bond in that capacity 
when a bond was required by law and was not in fact 
given, the deeds and acts previously done are valid. 

7.  Foreclosure by publication.  In all cases of 
foreclosure of real estate mortgages by publication, a 
certificate of the publication of foreclosure made by 
the mortgagee or by an officer of the mortgagee, if the 
mortgagee is a corporation, or made by an officer or 
employee of the newspaper that published the notice 
recorded on or before January 1, 2000 2013 is prima 
facie evidence of the publication of foreclosure to the 
same extent as if the certificate had in fact been made 
by the register of deeds and recorded; certificates 
made by the mortgagee or by an officer of the mort-
gagee, if the mortgagee is a corporation, or made by an 
officer or employee of the newspaper that published 
the notice recorded on or before January 1, 2000 2013 
have the same force and effect as if made by the regis-
ter of deeds and are valid. 

8.  Foreclosure by civil action.  All foreclosures 
commenced on or after October 1, 1975 of real estate 
mortgages executed on or prior to October 1, 1975 
using the method of foreclosure set forth in Title 14, 
sections 6321 to 6324 for which the period of redemp-
tion allowed was not less than one year and that would 
be valid but for the date of execution of the mortgage 
are valid and effective according to their terms. 

9.  Abstracts of divorce decrees.  An abstract of 
a divorce decree recorded in any registry of deeds 
prior to March 24, 1987 and otherwise valid that failed 
to state the residence of any party to the divorce action 
is valid and has the force and effect of a quitclaim 
deed releasing all interest in the real estate described 
in the decree or abstract. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 158 
 H.P. 611 - L.D. 892 

An Act To Amend Certain 
Laws Affecting the Judicial 

Branch 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 
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Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §3147, as enacted by PL 
1987, c. 414, §2, is amended to read: 

§3147.  Payment by credit card 

The Judicial Department may implement a proce-
dure for the payment of fines up to $500 by use of 
major credit cards and may assess a reasonable fee 
upon the defendant to cover any administrative ex-
penses incurred in connection with the use of credit 
cards as a method of paying fines. 

Sec. 2.  25 MRSA §3501, as amended by PL 
1983, c. 254, §1, is further amended to read: 

§3501.  Application of chapter 

This chapter shall apply applies to all personal 
property of which possession is transferred to a police 
department or other law enforcement agency of the 
State or any political subdivision thereof, under cir-
cumstances supporting a reasonable belief that such 
property was abandoned, lost or stolen, or otherwise 
illegally possessed, except property seized during 
search and retained and ultimately returned, destroyed 
or otherwise disposed of pursuant to a court order or 
some other law hereafter applicable to specific prop-
erty or circumstance.  This chapter shall apply applies 
to personal property seized during search and retained 
which that is not offered or admitted as evidence and 
which that, after retention by a police department or 
other law enforcement agency, becomes abandoned.  
This chapter does not apply to unclaimed personal 
property that has been confiscated at courthouses by 
judicial marshals.  Such property that remains un-
claimed for more than 30 days may be disposed of 
under the direction of the State Court Administrator. 

Sec. 3.  29-A MRSA §2434, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. 
B, §5, is amended to read: 

3.  Physical custody of license.  Unless the de-
fendant appeals and a stay of execution of the suspen-
sion is granted, the court shall take physical custody of 
a license issued by this State or another state, foreign 
country or province if that person is residing or em-
ployed in this State.  The court may take a license is-
sued by another state, foreign country or province if 
the person is not residing or employed in this State.  If 
the court is unable to take physical custody of the li-
cense at the time of sentencing, either because the sus-
pension has been stayed pursuant to subsection 4 or 
for any other reason, the license is void at such time as 
is specified in the court order. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 159 
 H.P. 682 - L.D. 987 

An Act To Suspend the Right 
of an Out-of-state Toll Violator 
To Operate a Motor Vehicle on 

Maine Roads 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §1980, sub-§2-A, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 476, §5, is further amended to 
read: 

C.  The following procedures must be followed 
for the collection of tolls, administrative fees and 
civil penalties under this subsection. 

(1)  The authority shall send a notice of liabil-
ity by first class mail to a person alleged to be 
liable as a registered owner under this subsec-
tion.  The notice must be sent to the address 
of the registered owner on record with the au-
thority if the registered owner is an electronic 
toll collection patron of the authority or, if no 
such record exists, the address of the regis-
tered owner on record with the Secretary of 
State.  If no address is on record with the au-
thority or the Secretary of State, the notice 
may be sent to an address for the registered 
owner obtained by the authority through other 
reasonable means, including but not limited 
to through databases compiled by law en-
forcement or other government agencies.  A 
written statement by the authority that the no-
tice of liability has been mailed is prima facie 
evidence of the mailing of the notice. 

(2)  A notice of liability must include the 
name and address of the person alleged to be 
liable as a registered owner for the failure to 
pay a toll under this subsection, the amount of 
the unpaid toll not paid, the registration num-
ber of the vehicle involved, the toll collection 
facility at which the failure to pay occurred 
and the date and the approximate time of the 
failure.  The notice must also include the 
name, address and telephone number of the 
violation clerk responsible for enforcing the 
penalty for the failure to pay. 

(3)  A notice of liability must include infor-
mation advising the person liable under this 
subsection of the manner and time in which 
state how the alleged liability alleged in the 
notice may be contested and must identify the 
statutory defenses described in paragraph E.  
The notice must also include a warning that 
failure to contest in the manner and time pro-
vided is an admission of liability and a waiver 
of available defenses and that failure to pay 




