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nent described in subsection 1, paragraph B 
for the purpose of quality control of the prod-
uct; or 

(2)  A manufacturer licensed under section 
1355-A who is receiving the consulting and 
educational services provided by the institu-
tion licensed under this section. 

B.  Liquor manufactured at the facility premises 
may be transported from the facility premises: 

(1) By a person licensed under section 
1355-A for whom the research manufacturer 
licensee manufactured the liquor in a quantity 
not to exceed 50 gallons; and 

(2)  By a client at least 21 years of age who is 
registered with the outreach component de-
scribed under subsection 1, paragraph B in a 
quantity not to exceed 32 ounces of malt liq-
uor, 16 ounces of wine or 8 ounces of spirits 
per client for the duration of the course of-
fered by the extension program. 

C.  Liquor transported from the facility in accor-
dance with paragraph B, subparagraph (2) must be 
clearly labeled with the research manufacturer's 
name and license number, the product contained 
in the bottle and the alcohol content of the prod-
uct.  This paragraph does not apply to liquor that 
is properly labeled and will be listed for distribu-
tion or sale by a person licensed under section 
1355-A. 

5.  Liquor manufactured for another licensee; 
amount limitation.  The following limits apply to the 
amount of liquor a research manufacturer licensee may 
produce for a manufacturer licensed under section 
1355-A: 

A.  Fifty gallons of malt liquor per manufacturer 
per year; 

B.  Fifteen gallons of wine per manufacturer per 
year; and 

C.  Ten gallons of spirits per manufacturer per 
year. 

6.  Reporting.  A research manufacturer licensee 
shall submit reports in a manner prescribed by the bu-
reau.  A research manufacturer licensee shall also 
submit to the bureau copies of reports the licensee is 
required to file with the United States Department of 
the Treasury, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade 
Bureau. 

7.  License fee.  The annual fee for a research 
manufacturer license is $100. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 150 
 S.P. 206 - L.D. 590 

An Act To Exempt a Fee for a 
Paper or Plastic Single-use 
Carry-out Bag from Tax 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, paper and plastic single-use carry-out 
bags are not an inventoried item and are not for sale in 
a retail establishment; and 

Whereas, a municipality in Maine will begin 
imposing a fee on paper and plastic single-use carry-
out bags on April 1, 2015; and 

Whereas, the imposition of the sales tax on these 
bags is burdensome; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §1752, sub-§14, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 211, §22, is further amended 
to read: 

B.  "Sale price" does not include: 

(1)  Discounts allowed and taken on sales; 

(2)  Allowances in cash or by credit made 
upon the return of merchandise pursuant to 
warranty; 

(3)  The price of property returned by cus-
tomers, when the full price is refunded either 
in cash or by credit; 

(4)  The price received for labor or services 
used in installing or applying or repairing the 
property sold, if separately charged or stated; 

(5)  Any amount charged or collected, in lieu 
of a gratuity or tip, as a specifically stated 
service charge, when that amount is to be dis-
bursed by a hotel, restaurant or other eating 
establishment to its employees as wages; 

(6)  The amount of any tax imposed by the 
United States on or with respect to retail 
sales, whether imposed upon the retailer or 
the consumer, except any manufacturers', im-
porters', alcohol or tobacco excise tax; 



F I R S T  RE GU L A R  S ES S I ON  -  20 15   PUB L I C  L A W,   C .  151  

147 

(7)  The cost of transportation from the re-
tailer's place of business or other point from 
which shipment is made directly to the pur-
chaser, provided that those charges are sepa-
rately stated and the transportation occurs by 
means of common carrier, contract carrier or 
the United States mail; 

(8)  The fee imposed by Title 10, section 
1169, subsection 11; 

(9)  The fee imposed by section 4832, subsec-
tion 1; 

(10)  The lead-acid battery deposit imposed 
by Title 38, section 1604, subsection 2-B; 

(11)  Any amount charged or collected by a 
person engaged in the rental of living quarters 
as a forfeited room deposit or cancellation fee 
if the prospective occupant of the living quar-
ters cancels the reservation on or before the 
scheduled date of arrival; 

(12) The premium imposed on motor vehicle 
oil by Title 10, section 1020, subsection 6-A; 
or 

(13)  Any amount charged for the disposal of 
used tires.; or 

(14)  Any amount charged for a paper or plas-
tic single-use carry-out bag. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 9, 2015. 

CHAPTER 151 
 H.P. 304 - L.D. 465 

An Act To Eliminate the 
Broadband Sustainability Fee 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §9216, sub-§1, ¶¶A 
and C, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 612, §10, are 
amended to read: 

A.  "First assessment period" means the period: 

(1)  Commencing on the first day of the 
month following the date on which a dark fi-
ber provider first sells, leases or otherwise 
provides one or more strands of federally 
supported dark fiber to an entity in this State; 
and 

(2)  Ending on the last day of the 60th month 
following the commencement under subpara-

graph (1) or 90 days after the adjournment of 
the First Regular Session of the 127th Legis-
lature, whichever comes first. 

C.  "Second assessment period" means the period: 

(1)  Commencing on the first day of the 
month following the end of the first assess-
ment period; and 

(2)  Ending on December 31, 2017 90 days 
after the adjournment of the First Regular 
Session of the 127th Legislature. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §9216, sub-§§2, 5 and 
6, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 612, §10, are amended to 
read: 

2.  Broadband sustainability fee.  An Until 90 
days after the adjournment of the First Regular Session 
of the 127th Legislature, an entity that purchases, 
leases or otherwise obtains federally supported dark 
fiber from a dark fiber provider is subject to the fol-
lowing broadband sustainability fees: 

A.  During the first assessment period, a monthly 
fee equal to $3 multiplied by the number of miles 
of federally supported dark fiber strand purchased, 
leased or used by the entity during the month; and 

B.  During the 2nd assessment period, a monthly 
fee equal to $2 multiplied by the number of miles 
of federally supported dark fiber strand purchased, 
leased or used by the entity during the month. 

5.  Broadband sustainability fund.  The author-
ity shall establish a broadband sustainability fund, 
separate and distinct from any other funds held or 
maintained by the authority, for use in accordance 
with subsection 6.  The fund is nonlapsing and all in-
terest on funds in the fund remains in the fund for use 
in accordance with subsection 6.  The authority may 
contract with an appropriate independent fiscal agent 
that is not a state entity to serve as the administrator of 
the fund.  All funds deposited in the broadband sus-
tainability fund are deemed to be encumbered for pur-
poses of subsection 6 at the time the funds are depos-
ited in the fund. 

6.  Use of the broadband sustainability fund.  
The authority shall provide incumbent local exchange 
carriers a right of first refusal to access use funds in 
the broadband sustainability fund established pursuant 
to subsection 5 in accordance with this subsection to 
support and promote broadband service in unserved or 
underserved areas. 

A.  The authority shall allocate funds in the 
broadband sustainability fund established pursu-
ant to subsection 5 to each incumbent local ex-
change carrier in accordance with this paragraph.  
Each month, the authority shall allocate to each 
incumbent local exchange carrier an amount equal 
to the total amount deposited that month into the 




