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CHAPTER 568 
 S.P. 421 - L.D. 1223 

An Act To Authorize a General 
Fund Bond Issue To Support 
Human Health Research in 

Maine 
Preamble.  Two thirds of both Houses of the 

Legislature deeming it necessary in accordance with 
the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 14 to 
authorize the issuance of bonds on behalf of the State 
of Maine to provide funds as described in this Act, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  Authorization of bonds.  The Treas-
urer of State is authorized, under the direction of the 
Governor, to issue bonds in the name and on behalf of 
the State in an amount not exceeding $3,000,000 for 
the purposes described in section 5 of this Act.  The 
bonds are a pledge of the full faith and credit of the 
State.  The bonds may not run for a period longer than 
10 years from the date of the original issue of the 
bonds. 

Sec. 2.  Records of bonds issued; Treasurer 
of State. The Treasurer of State shall ensure that an 
account of each bond is kept showing the number of 
the bond, the name of the successful bidder to whom 
sold, the amount received for the bond, the date of sale 
and the date when payable. 

Sec. 3.  Sale; how negotiated; proceeds ap-
propriated.  The Treasurer of State may negotiate 
the sale of the bonds by direction of the Governor, but 
no bond may be loaned, pledged or hypothecated on 
behalf of the State.  The proceeds of the sale of the 
bonds, which must be held by the Treasurer of State 
and paid by the Treasurer of State upon warrants 
drawn by the State Controller, are appropriated solely 
for the purposes set forth in this Act.  Any unencum-
bered balances remaining at the completion of the  
project in this Act lapse to the Office of the Treasurer 
of State to be used for the retirement of general obliga-
tion bonds. 

Sec. 4.  Interest and debt retirement.  The 
Treasurer of State shall pay interest due or accruing on 
any bonds issued under this Act and all sums coming 
due for payment of bonds at maturity. 

Sec. 5.  Disbursement of bond proceeds 
from General Fund bond issue.  The proceeds of 
the sale of the bonds authorized under this Act must be 
expended as designated in the following schedule un-
der the direction and supervision of the agencies and 
entities set forth in this section. 

ECONOMIC AND 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT, 
DEPARTMENT OF 

 

  
Maine Technology Institute  

 
Provides funds, to be awarded through a competitive process to 
institutions that, as of the effective date of this Act, have been 
designated as Centers of Biomedical Research Excellence by the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services, Na-
tional Institutes of Health, National Institute of General Medical 
Sciences and have also received IDeA Network of Biomedical 
Research Excellence grants and to be matched by $5,700,000 in 
private and public funds, to modernize and expand infrastructure 
in a biological laboratory specializing in tissue repair and regen-
eration located in the State, in order to increase biotechnology 
workforce training, retain and recruit to the State multiple bio-
medical research and development groups and create a drug dis-
covery and development facility that will improve human health 
and stimulate biotechnology job growth and economic activity. 

Total $3,000,000 

 
Sec. 6.  Contingent upon ratification of 

bond issue.  Sections 1 to 5 do not become effective 
unless the people of the State ratify the issuance of the 
bonds as set forth in this Act. 

Sec. 7.  Appropriation balances at year-
end.  At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered 
appropriation balances representing state money carry 
forward.  Bond proceeds that have not been expended 
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds 
lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used 
for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. 8.  Bonds authorized but not issued.  
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of 
ratification of this Act are deauthorized and may not 
be issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 
years after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend 
the period for issuing any remaining unissued bonds 
for an additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years. 

Sec. 9.  Report.  The Department of Economic 
and Community Development shall report by January 
15th annually, until the bond proceeds authorized by 
this Act have been fully expended, to the joint stand-
ing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over appropriations and financial affairs and research 
and economic development matters. 

Sec. 10.  Referendum for ratification; 
submission at election; form of question; effec-
tive date.  This Act must be submitted to the legal 
voters of the State at a statewide election held in the 
month of November following passage of this Act.  
The municipal officers of this State shall notify the 
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and planta-
tions to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for 
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holding a statewide election, to vote on the acceptance 
or rejection of this Act by voting on the following 
question: 

"Do you favor a $3,000,000 bond issue, to be 
awarded through a competitive process and to 
be matched by $5,700,000 in private and public 
funds, to modernize and expand infrastructure in 
a biological laboratory specializing in tissue re-
pair and regeneration located in the State in or-
der to increase biotechnology workforce train-
ing, retain and recruit to the State multiple bio-
medical research and development groups and 
create a drug discovery and development facility 
that will improve human health and stimulate 
biotechnology job growth and economic activ-
ity?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation 
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their 
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The 
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared 
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and re-
turns made to the Secretary of State in the same man-
ner as votes for members of the Legislature.  The 
Governor shall review the returns.  If a majority of the 
legal votes are cast in favor of this Act, the Governor 
shall proclaim the result without delay and this Act 
becomes effective 30 days after the date of the proc-
lamation. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to 
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and 
copies of this Act necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this referendum. 

Effective pending referendum. 

CHAPTER 569 
 H.P. 1184 - L.D. 1612 

An Act To Amend the  
Veterans' Services Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§5-C is en-
acted to read: 

5-C.   

Defense, 
Veterans 
and 
Emer-
gency 
Manage-
ment 

 Maine 
Veterans' 
Memorial 
Cemetery 
System 
Care Fund 
Advisory 
Board 

 Expenses 
Only 

 37-B MRSA 
§512-A 

Sec. 2.  37-B MRSA §3, sub-§1, ¶D, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 251, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

D.  Have the following powers and duties. 

(1)  The Adjutant General shall administer the 
department subordinate only to the Governor. 

(2)  The Adjutant General shall establish 
methods of administration consistent with the 
law necessary for the efficient operation of 
the department. 

(3)  The Adjutant General may prepare a 
budget for the department. 

(4)  The Adjutant General may transfer per-
sonnel from one bureau to another within the 
department. 

(5)  The Adjutant General shall supervise the 
preparation of all state informational reports 
required by the federal military establish-
ment. 

(6)  The Adjutant General shall keep an accu-
rate account of expenses incurred and, in ac-
cordance with Title 5, sections 43 to 46, make 
a full report to the Governor as to the condi-
tion of the military forces, and as to all busi-
ness transactions of the Military Bureau, in-
cluding detailed statements of expenditures 
for military purposes. 

(7)  The Adjutant General is responsible for 
the custody, care and repair of all military 
property belonging to or issued to the State 
for the military forces and shall dispose of 
military property belonging to the State that is 
unserviceable.  The Adjutant General shall 
account for and deposit the proceeds from 
that disposal with the Treasurer of State who 
shall credit them to the Construction and 
Capital Repair Account of the Military Bu-
reau. 

(8)  The Adjutant General may sell for cash to 
officers of the state military forces, for their 
official use, and to organizations of the state 
military forces, any military or naval property 
that is the property of the State.  The Adjutant 
General shall, with an annual report, render to 
the Governor an accurate account of the sales 
and deposit the proceeds of the sales with the 
Treasurer of State who shall credit them to 
the General Fund. 

(9)  The Adjutant General shall represent the 
state military forces for the purpose of estab-
lishing the relationship between the federal 
military establishment and the various state 
military staff departments. 




