
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from electronic originals 
(may include minor formatting differences from printed original) 

 
 



 

 

LAWS 
 

OF THE 
 

STATE OF MAINE 
 

AS PASSED BY THE 
 
 
 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 
 

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 
August 29, 2013 

 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
January 8, 2014 to May 2, 2014 

 
 

THE EFFECTIVE DATE FOR 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

EMERGENCY LAW IS 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2013 

 
THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS 

AUGUST 1, 2014 
 
 

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED, 

TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4. 
 

Augusta, Maine 
2014 

 



S E C O N D  R E G U L A R  S E S SI O N  -  201 3   PUB L I C  L A W,   C .  549  

1441 

oping plans and procedures for implementing this 
chapter. 

3.  Assist with disseminating information.  
When sufficient money for such purposes is available 
in the fund, the commissioner, in cooperation with 
appropriate personnel from the Department of Health 
and Human Services and experts from the University 
of Maine Cooperative Extension, shall assist private 
landowners, groups, organizations, municipalities, 
counties and mosquito management districts formed 
pursuant to section 175 to disseminate information to 
the residents of the State about ways to reduce mos-
quito populations, to eliminate mosquito breeding sites 
and to protect themselves from mosquito-borne dis-
eases as well as other relevant information. 

4.  Implement mosquito management response.  
When a mosquito-borne disease public health threat is 
declared by the Commissioner of Health and Human 
Services pursuant to Title 22, section 1447, the Com-
missioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 
shall implement an effective management response 
consistent with section 171. The management response 
must include combinations of integrated pest man-
agement techniques. The Commissioner of Agricul-
ture, Conservation and Forestry shall consider the 
availability of funds in the fund in planning the re-
sponse. 

§174.  Maine Mosquito Management Fund 

The Maine Mosquito Management Fund, referred 
to in this chapter as "the fund," is established to carry 
out the purposes of this chapter.  The fund consists of 
any money received as contributions, grants or appro-
priations from private and public sources. The fund, to 
be accounted for within the department, must be held 
separate and apart from all other money, funds and 
accounts.  Any balance remaining in the fund at the 
end of a fiscal year does not lapse but must be carried 
forward to the next fiscal year.  The department may 
expend the money available in the fund and make 
grants to private landowners, groups, organizations, 
agencies, municipalities, counties, the University of 
Maine Cooperative Extension and mosquito manage-
ment districts formed pursuant to section 175 to carry 
out the purposes of this chapter. 

§175.  Mosquito management districts 

For the purposes of preserving and promoting the 
public health and welfare by providing for coordinated 
and effective management of mosquitoes, municipali-
ties may cooperate with each other through the crea-
tion of mosquito management districts. 

§176.  Rules 

The commissioner may adopt rules to carry out 
the purposes of this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to 
this section are major substantive rules as described in 
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 2.  22 MRSA c. 257-B is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 257-B 

MOSQUITOES 

§1447.  Lead agency for monitoring mosquito-
borne diseases; declaring a public health 
threat 

The department is the lead agency for monitoring 
for mosquito-borne diseases in the State and determin-
ing the severity of the threat to the public health. The 
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention shall 
create and maintain an arboviral illness surveillance, 
prevention and response plan for the purposes of alert-
ing the public and other state, local and federal agen-
cies about the existence of the threat so that appropri-
ate actions may be taken. When available surveillance 
information indicates a strong likelihood of a human 
disease outbreak arising from mosquito-borne patho-
gens, the commissioner may declare a mosquito-borne 
disease public health threat in accordance with the 
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention ar-
boviral illness surveillance, prevention and response 
plan.  For purposes of this section, the department 
shall collaborate with the Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry. 

Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  
The following appropriations and allocations are 
made. 

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND 
FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF 

Maine Mosquito Management Fund N179 

Initiative: Provides an allocation of $500 to establish 
the new Maine Mosquito Management Fund within 
the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and For-
estry to be used in monitoring and preventing  
mosquito-borne diseases. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2013-14 2014-15 

All Other $0 $500 

 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$0 $500 

 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 549 
 H.P. 1320 - L.D. 1831 

An Act To Allow Signs for  
Areas of Local, Regional and 

Statewide Interest on the  
Interstate System 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §1201, as amended by PL 
2011, c. 610, Pt. C, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §1912-B, as amended by PL 
2011, c. 344, §30, is further amended to read: 

§1912-B.  Logo signs on the interstate system 

Pursuant to rules adopted under this section, the 
The commissioner may authorize the placement of 
logo signs within the right-of-way of the interstate 
system except for that portion owned by the Maine 
Turnpike Authority.  To implement this section, the 
commissioner shall adopt rules that include provisions 
that regulate the size, shape and location of logo signs, 
the application procedure for permission to erect a 
logo sign, the criteria for selection among applicants, 
allocation of available logo sign space and fees to pro-
duce, place and maintain a logo sign.  Notwithstanding 
Title 5, section 8071, subsection 3, rules adopted pur-
suant to this section are routine technical rules as de-
fined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. Logo 
signs for exits on the Maine Turnpike are governed by 
rules adopted pursuant to section 1965, subsection 1, 
paragraph U.  A logo sign may not be larger than ex-
isting service information signs permitted on the inter-
state highway.  Logo signs may be installed only on 
portions of the interstate highway that are rural in 
character or on certain connector highways where it is 
necessary to establish continuity for logo signs erected 
on the Maine Turnpike.  A logo sign and may include 
only logos for gas, food, lodging, camping and attrac-
tions.  Applications from at least 3 qualified busi-
nesses must be approved before installation of a logo 
sign panel at an exit.  Logos for 2 or more types of 
service may be displayed on the same sign panel.  
More than one logo sign panel may be installed at an 
exit only when 3 or more qualified businesses are 
available for each of 2 or more types of service.  The 
number of logo sign panels at an exit may not exceed 
one for each type of service or a total of 5 for all types 
of services.  Rules adopted under this section must 
regulate the size, shape, manner and location of logo 
signs and must describe the procedure for applying to 
the department for permission to erect a logo sign and 
the criteria used by the department to select among 
applicants.  The commissioner shall establish fees for 
the production and placement of a logo sign and an-
nual fees to cover the maintenance costs. 

The commissioner shall adopt rules to implement 
this section.  Those rules may not be adopted until 
March 15, 1996.  The commissioner shall report to the 
Joint Standing Committee on Transportation in Janu-
ary 1996 on the development of those rules. 

Sec. 3.  23 MRSA §1912-C is enacted to read: 

§1912-C.  Guide signs on the interstate system 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Advance guide sign" means a sign described 
in the national standards that identifies the princi-
pal destinations and routes served by an exit and 
the distance to that exit. 

B.  "Authority" means the Maine Turnpike Au-
thority. 

C.  "College or university" means an accredited 
institution providing postsecondary education that 
has authorization to confer a degree in accordance 
with Title 20-A, chapter 409. 

D.  "Department" means the Department of 
Transportation. 

E.  "Exit directional sign" means an exit sign that 
repeats the route and destination information that 
is displayed on an advance guide sign for that 
exit. 

F.  "Interchange guide sign" means an advance 
guide sign or exit directional sign. 

G.  "Military installation" means a facility that is 
owned by the Federal Government and is operated 
by a branch of the United States Armed Forces. 

H.  "National standard" means the latest version 
of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices approved by the United States Department 
of Transportation, Federal Highway Administra-
tion in accordance with 23 United States Code 
and the latest version of the Guidelines for the Se-
lection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic 
Generators Adjacent to Freeways published by the 
American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials. 

I.  "Signing agency" means, with respect to signs 
proposed to be placed along the state-constructed 
and state-maintained interstate system, the de-
partment and, with respect to signs proposed to be 
placed along the Maine Turnpike, the authority. 

J.  "State park" means any area of land or an inter-
est in land, with or without improvements, that is 
designated as a state park, that is acquired by or 
under the control of the State and that is managed 
primarily for public recreation or conservation 
purposes. 

K.  "Supplemental guide sign" means a sign used 
to provide information regarding destinations ac-
cessible from an exit other than places displayed 
on an interchange guide sign. 

L.  "Transportation facility" means a bus, train, 
air, ship or ferry terminal, a park and ride lot or an 
intermodal transportation facility. 
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M.  "Veterans, police or firefighters memorial" 
means a veterans cemetery or a memorial honor-
ing veterans, firefighters or police officers if the 
cemetery or memorial is maintained and funded 
by a state or federal agency. 

2.  Authority to place interchange guide signs 
on the interstate system.  To guide travelers to desti-
nations of local, regional and statewide interest, inter-
change guide signs and supplemental guide signs may 
be placed by a signing agency at strategic points on the 
interstate system beside the traffic lanes approaching 
an exit if the placement complies with this section and 
with national standards.  All determinations regarding 
whether the placement of interchange guide signs or 
supplemental guide signs on the interstate system 
meets the standards contained in this section must be 
made by the signing agency. 

3.  Interchange guide signs.  The following pro-
visions apply to interchange guide signs. 

A.  The primary destination displayed on an inter-
change guide sign must be the municipality in 
which the exit is located or the street name or 
route adjacent to the exit, or both. 

B.  Unless otherwise allowed by the signing 
agency, advance guide signs must be placed from 
1/2 mile to 2 miles in advance of the exit. 

C.  In addition to the primary destination, a sec-
ondary destination may be displayed on an inter-
change guide sign.  The secondary destination 
must be selected by the signing agency in accor-
dance with its judgment of how best to serve trav-
elers and must be one of the following: 

(1)  The municipality with the largest popula-
tion within 5 miles of the exit that has a 
highway that is classified as an arterial or ma-
jor collector providing a direct connection 
from the exit to the municipality's population 
center or business district; 

(2)  A municipality with a population of at 
least 2,000 that is located within 5 miles of 
the exit, that has a highway that is classified 
as an arterial or a major collector providing a 
connection from the exit to the municipality's 
population center or business district if a por-
tion of the interstate system passes through 
that municipality; 

(3)  A municipality that is located within 10 
miles of the exit, that has a highway that is 
classified as an arterial or major collector 
providing a direct connection from the exit to 
the municipality's population center or busi-
ness district and that has a population of at 
least 10,000; 

(4)  Another municipality that is considered a 
major destination if its inclusion would bene-
fit travelers; or 

(5)  A major destination, other than a munici-
pality, that is directly connected to the exit if 
its inclusion would benefit travelers. 

D.  An interchange guide sign may bear the name 
of a specific destination if the  primary purpose of 
the exit is to provide access to that destination. 

4.  Supplemental guide signs.  The purpose of a 
supplemental guide sign is to provide directional guid-
ance to travelers and not to promote commercial or 
economic interests.  Supplemental guide signs must be 
limited in number and restricted in location to avoid 
driver distraction and impairment to traffic. 

The following provisions apply to supplemental guide 
signs. 

A.  A supplemental guide sign may be used only 
if it does not conflict or interfere with required 
signs or with other permitted signs already in 
place.  Whether sufficient space exists for a sup-
plemental guide sign must be determined by the 
signing agency with reference to national stan-
dards.  Supplemental guide signs for municipali-
ties and transportation facilities take precedence 
over supplemental guide signs for other destina-
tions. 

B.  A supplemental guide sign must be located in 
advance of the exit that provides the most direct 
or convenient route to the destination, except that 
the signing agency may allow a different location 
if there is more than one exit in the municipality 
or if another location is warranted to facilitate 
traffic. 

C.  A supplemental guide sign for a destination is 
permitted only if there are sufficient signs off the 
interstate highway to direct travelers from the in-
terstate highway to the destination with minimal 
confusion. 

D.  A sign for a destination that meets the criteria 
for logo signs under section 1912-B or in rules 
adopted pursuant to section 1965, subsection 1, 
paragraph U is not eligible to be placed as a sup-
plemental guide sign under this section unless that 
destination's name is readily recognized as the 
principal attraction in a major recreational area as 
described in subsection 5, paragraph C and it is 
necessary to include it on a supplemental guide 
sign to avoid traveler confusion. 

5.  Destinations qualifying for supplemental 
guide signs. The following destinations may appear on 
a supplemental guide sign: 

A.  A college or university that: 
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(1)  Is located within 15 miles of an exit and 
has an enrollment of 300 or more students at-
tending classes on site; or 

(2)  Has an enrollment of 1,000 or more stu-
dents attending classes on site; 

B.  A national park or state park that: 

(1)  Is located within 10 miles of an exit and 
has a minimum annual attendance of 25,000 
recorded visitors; or 

(2)  Is between 10 and 120 miles from an exit 
and has a minimum annual attendance of 
75,000 recorded visitors; 

C.  A major recreational area that is a geographic 
region that is served by a highway that is classi-
fied as an arterial or a major collector.  The geo-
graphic region must: 

(1)  Contain a beach or lake access that is 
open to the public, allows swimming for all 
ages, provides parking for more than 100 ve-
hicles, has rest rooms on or adjacent to the 
beach or lake access and, with respect to a 
beach, maintains lifeguards on duty during 
July and August; 

(2)  Contain a ski area open to the public that: 
(a)  Has a minimum vertical drop of 
1,000 feet with 40 or more maintained 
trails; or 

(b)  Is within 10 miles of the exit, has a 
minimum vertical drop of 200 feet with 
10 or more maintained trails and has an 
aerial lift servicing groomed trails; or 

(3)  Have generated at least 1% of the State's 
total sales subject to the taxes under Title 36, 
section 1811 on the value of liquor sold in li-
censed establishments as defined in Title 
28-A, section 2, subsection 15, prepared food 
and rental of living quarters in any hotel, 
rooming house or tourist or trailer camp over 
the previous 3 years and must offer recrea-
tional opportunities of sufficient traffic sig-
nificance to warrant signs in accordance with 
criteria developed by the signing agency; 

D.  A military installation to which at least 2,000 
employees and military personnel are permanently 
assigned, as long as the distance from the applica-
ble exit to the installation does not exceed one 
mile for every 200 employees and military per-
sonnel permanently assigned to the installation; 

E.  A municipality that qualifies for but has not 
been included on an interchange guide sign; 

F.  A transportation facility if signs for the facility 
significantly benefit the transportation system; 
and 

G.  A veterans, police or firefighters memorial 
that is located within 20 miles of an exit. 

Sec. 4.  23 MRSA §1967, sub-§1, as amended 
by PL 2007, c. 480, §1, is repealed and the following 
enacted in its place: 

1.  Property of the authority.  All property of the 
authority and all property held in the name of the State 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter are exempt 
from levy and sale by virtue of any execution, and an 
execution or other judicial process is not a valid lien 
upon property of the authority held pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter. 

A.  The authority may not lease, sell or otherwise 
convey, or allow to be used, any of its real or per-
sonal property or easements in that property, fran-
chises, buildings or structures, with access to any 
part of the turnpike or its approaches, for com-
mercial purposes, except for the following: 

(1)  Intermodal transportation facilities, ki-
osks at rest areas, gasoline filling stations, 
service and repair stations, safety patrol vehi-
cles sponsored or operated by 3rd parties, 
tourist-oriented retail facilities, state and tri-
state lottery ticket agencies, automatic teller 
machines and restaurants that the authority 
determines are necessary to service the needs 
of the traveling public while using the turn-
pike. The leasehold interests in such intermo-
dal transportation facilities, kiosks, gasoline 
filling stations, service and repair stations, 
tourist-oriented retail facilities, state and tri-
state lottery ticket agencies, automatic teller 
machines and restaurants are subject to taxa-
tion as provided in section 1971; 

(2)  Electrical power, telegraph, telephone, 
communications, water, sewer or pipeline fa-
cilities installed or erected by the authority, or 
permitted to be installed or erected by the au-
thority; and 

(3)  Signs erected and maintained by the au-
thority, or allowed by the authority to be 
erected and maintained, in accordance with 
rules adopted pursuant to section 1965, sub-
section 1, paragraph U, that contain names, 
symbols, trademarks, logos or other identifi-
ers of specific commercial enterprises. 

As used in this subsection, "tourist-oriented retail fa-
cilities" means facilities that promote tourism in this 
State by selling products that are made or primarily 
made in this State or to which value is added in this 
State. 

Sec. 5.  Implementation.  Within a reasonable 
time after the effective date of this Act, not to exceed 5 
years, the Department of Transportation or the Maine 
Turnpike Authority, as appropriate, shall remove or 
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modify any supplemental guide signs on the interstate 
system to comply with this Act. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 550 
 S.P. 655 - L.D. 1661 

An Act To Clarify the  
Provisions of a Historic  
Preservation Tax Credit 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §5219-BB, sub-§4, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 548, §31, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

4.  Maximum credit.  The credit allowed pursu-
ant to this section and section 2534 may not exceed the 
greater of: 

A.  Five million dollars for the portion of a certi-
fied rehabilitation as defined by the Code, Section 
47(c)(2)(C) placed in service in the State in the 
taxable year; and 

B.  Five million dollars for each building that is a 
component of a certified historic structure for 
which a credit is claimed under this section. 

Sec. 2.  Application.  That section of this Act 
that repeals and replaces the Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 36, section 5219-BB, subsection 4 applies to 
credits for which the first credit installment under Title 
36, section 5219-BB, subsection 5 is claimed on a re-
turn filed for a tax year beginning on or after January 
1, 2014. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 551 
 H.P. 1257 - L.D. 1751 

An Act To Provide Property 
Tax Relief to Maine Residents 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §4301, sub-§7, as amended 
by PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. OO, §6, is further amended to 
read: 

7.  Income.  "Income" means any form of income 
in cash or in kind received by the household, including 
net remuneration for services performed, cash received 
on either secured or unsecured credit, any payments 
received as an annuity, retirement or disability bene-
fits, veterans' pensions, workers' compensation, unem-

ployment benefits, benefits under any state or federal 
categorical assistance program, supplemental security 
income, social security and any other payments from 
governmental sources, unless specifically prohibited 
by any law or regulation, court ordered support pay-
ments, income from pension or trust funds, household 
income from any other source, including relatives or 
unrelated household members and any benefit received 
pursuant to Title 36, chapter 907 and, Title 36, section 
5219-II and Title 36, section 5219-KK, unless used for 
basic necessities as defined in section 4301, subsection 
1. 

The following items are not available within the mean-
ing of this subsection and subsection 10:  

A.  Real or personal income-producing property, 
tools of trade, governmental entitlement specifi-
cally treated as exempt assets by state or federal 
law; 

B.  Actual work-related expenses, whether item-
ized or by standard deduction, such as taxes, re-
tirement fund contributions, union dues, transpor-
tation costs to and from work, special equipment 
costs and child care expenses; or 

C.  Earned income of children below the age of 18 
years who are full-time students and who are not 
working full time. 

In determining need, the period of time used as a basis 
for the calculation is the 30-day period commencing 
on the date of the application.  This prospective calcu-
lation does not disqualify an applicant who has ex-
hausted income to purchase basic necessities if that 
income does not exceed the income standards estab-
lished by the municipality.  Notwithstanding this pro-
spective calculation, if any applicant or recipient re-
ceives a lump sum payment prior or subsequent to 
applying for assistance, that payment must be prorated 
over future months.  The period of proration is deter-
mined by disregarding any portion of the lump sum 
payment that the applicant or recipient has spent to 
purchase basic necessities, including but not limited 
to:  all basic necessities provided by general assis-
tance; reasonable payment of funeral or burial ex-
penses for a family member; reasonable travel costs 
related to the illness or death of a family member; re-
pair or replacement of essentials lost due to fire, flood 
or other natural disaster; repair or purchase of a motor 
vehicle essential for employment, education, training 
or other day-to-day living necessities; repayments of 
loans or credit, the proceeds of which can be verified 
as having been spent on basic necessities; and payment 
of bills earmarked for the purpose for which the lump 
sum is paid.  All income received by the household 
between the receipt of the lump sum payment and the 
application for assistance is added to the remainder of 
the lump sum.  The period of proration is then deter-
mined by dividing the remainder of the lump sum 
payment by the verified actual monthly amounts for all 




