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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2013

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 461
H.P.534 - L.D. 783

An Act To Change the Voting
Requirements for the
Withdrawal of a Municipality
from a Regional School Unit

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the changes made by this legislation
could affect the makeup of regional school units; and

Whereas, it is imperative that this legislation
take effect as soon as possible for regional school units
to have sufficient time to implement these changes
prior to the beginning of the next school year; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-89, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. J, 81, is
amended to read:

9. Required vote. Before the municipality may
withdraw from the regional school unit, the with-
drawal agreement must be approved by a majority vote
of those casting valid votes in the municipality, and
the total number of votes cast for and against with-
drawal at the municipal vote must equal or exceed
50% of the total number of votes cast in the municipal-
ity for Governor at the last gubernatorial election.

i o | 2015,

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §1466, sub-89-A, as en-
acted by PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. J, §2, is amended to read:

9-A. Required vote; exception for a municipal-
ity of a school administrative district that was re-
formulated as a regional school unit. A 2/3 vote of
those casting valid votes in the municipality is re-
quired before a municipality that is a member munici-
pality of a school administrative district that was re-
formulated as a regional school unit pursuant to Public
Law 2007, chapter 240, Part XXXX, section 36, sub-
section 12, as amended by Public Law 2007, chapter
668, section 48, may withdraw from the regional
school unit.

PUBLIC LAW, C. 461
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Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-89-B, as en-
acted by PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. J, 83, is repealed.

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-810, B, as
enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, 89, is amended to read:

B. A municipal vote on a withdrawal agreement
if the agreement received less than 60% 45% of
the votes cast.

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-810-A is
enacted to read:

10-A. Restriction on withdrawal petitions for a
municipality of a school administrative district that
was reformulated as a regional school unit. A mu-
nicipality that is part of a school administrative district
that was reformulated as a regional school unit pursu-
ant to Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part XXXX,
section 36, subsection 12, as amended by Public Law
2007, chapter 668, section 48, may not petition for
withdrawal within 2 years after the date of:

A. A municipal vote on a petition for withdrawal
if the petition received less than 45% of the votes
cast; or

B. A municipal vote on a withdrawal agreement
if the agreement received less than 60% of the
votes cast.

Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-813, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 167, Pt. A, 82, is further
amended to read:

13. Determination of results; execution of
agreement. Except for a school administrative dis-
trict that was reformulated as a regional school unit
pursuant to Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part
XXXX, section 36, subsection 12, as amended by Pub-
lic Law 2007, chapter 668, section 48, if the commis-
sioner finds that a majority of the voters voting on the
article has voted in the affirmative and the total num-
ber of votes cast for and against the article equal or
exceed 50% of the total number of votes cast in the
municipality for Governor at the last gubernatorial
election, the commissioner shall notify the municipal
officers and the regional school unit board to take
steps for the withdrawal in accordance with the terms
of the agreement for withdrawal. For a municipality
that is part of a school administrative district that was
reformulated as a regional school unit pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 2007, chapter 240, Part XXXX, section 36,
subsection 12, as amended by Public Law 2007, chap-
ter 668, section 48, if the commissioner finds that at
least 2/3 of the votes validly cast in the municipality
are in the affirmative, the commissioner shall notify
the municipal officers and the regional school unit
board to take steps for the withdrawal in accordance
with the terms of the agreement for withdrawal.

ic subsection is reneal 2015,
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PUBLIC LAW, C. 462

Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-813-A, as
enacted by PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. J, 85, is repealed.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 3, 2014.

CHAPTER 462
S.P.650 - L.D. 1672

An Act To Amend Maine's
Emergency Management Laws

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 88904, as enacted by PL
1979, c. 545, 83 and amended by PL 2011, c. 657, Pt.
W, 87 and PL 2013, c. 405, Pt. A, 823, is further
amended to read:

88904. Coordinating protective agencies

The director shall formulate emergency plans of
action to establish staffing pools, equipment reserves,
facilities for feeding, transportation and communica-
tion on forest fires. In preparing the plan, other agen-
cies and organizations having needed facilities should
be contacted, such as fire chiefs, civil-defense emer-
gency management units, the American Red Cross,
sheriffs, the American Legion, the State Police, the
Maine National Guard, the Department of Transporta-
tion, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife,
the State Grange, colleges, the Civil Air Patrol and any
other protective group as determined by the director.
Whenever or wherever a major forest fire occurs or
threatens, the bureau shal—be is the coordinating
agency until the Governor declares an emergency.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA 81706, as amended by PL
1975, c. 771, §216, is further amended to read:

81706. Distribution of antitoxins in emergency

The department, with the approval of the Gover-
nor, may, for the purpose of aiding in national defense
in case of war or in any state emergency declared by
the Governor under the-Civil-Defense-Law Title 37-B
section 742, procure and distribute within inside the
State; and sell or give away, in its discretion, antitox-
ins, serums, vaccines, viruses and analogous products
applicable to the prevention or cure of disease ef-man.

Sec. 3. 24-A MRSA 82813, sub-86, as en-
acted by PL 1969, c. 132, 81, is amended to read:

6. Under a policy or contract issued to any vol-
unteer fire department; or first aid, eivil—defense;
emergency management or other such volunteer or-
ganization, which shal-be is deemed the policyholder,
covering any group of members or participants defined
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by reference to specified hazards incident to an activ-
ity or activities or operations sponsored or supervised
by sueh the policyholder.

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA 82054, sub-82, 1C, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 448, 82, is further amended to
read:

C. The use of amber lights on vehicles is gov-
erned by the following.

(1) A vehicle engaged in highway mainte-
nance or in emergency rescue operations by

emergency management and
public safety agencies and a public utility
emergency service vehicle may be equipped
with auxiliary lights that emit an amber light.

(1-A) A Department of Labor motor vehicle
operated by a workplace safety inspector may
be equipped with auxiliary lights that emit an
amber light.

(2) A wrecker must be equipped with a flash-
ing light mounted on top of the vehicle in
such a manner as to emit an amber light over
a 360 angle. The light must be in use on a
public way or a place where public traffic
may reasonably be anticipated when servic-
ing, freeing, loading, unloading or towing a
vehicle.

(3) A vehicle engaged in snow removal or
sanding operations on a public way must be
equipped with and display an auxiliary light
that provides visible light coverage over a
360" range. The light must emit an amber
beam of light and be equipped with a blinking
or strobe light function and have sufficient in-
tensity to be visible at 500 feet in normal day-
light. When the left wing of a plow is in op-
eration and extends over the center of the
road, an auxiliary light must show the ex-
treme end of the left wing. That light may be
attached to the vehicle so that the beam of
light points at the left wing. The light illumi-
nating the left wing may be controlled by a
separate switch or by the regular lighting sys-
tem and must be in operation at all times
when the vehicle is used for plowing snow on
public ways.

(4) A vehicle equipped and used for plowing
snow on other than public ways may be
equipped with an auxiliary rotary flashing
light that must be mounted on top of the vehi-
cle in such a manner as to emit an amber
beam of light over a 360" angle, or an amber
strobe, or combination of strobes, that emits
at a minimum a beam of 50 candlepower and
provides visible light coverage over a 360°
range. The light may be in use on a public
way only when the vehicle is entering the

1266





