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Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  24-A MRSA §4312, sub-§7-A is en-
acted to read: 

7-A.  Confidentiality.  Except as provided in this 
subsection, all records of the bureau or an independent 
review organization relating to an external review re-
quest or external review proceeding are confidential 
and not a public record under Title 1, chapter 13.

A.  A party to an external review may obtain from 
the independent review organization a transcript 
or recording of the external review hearing and a 
copy of any evidence introduced by the opposing
party.
B.  The superintendent shall disseminate to the 
Legislature and to the public aggregate informa-
tion related to external reviews conducted by in-
dependent review organizations on an annual ba-
sis, including:

(1) The number of external review requests 
by carrier, the number of decisions in favor of 
the enrollee, the number of decisions uphold-
ing the carrier's benefit determination and the 
number of external review requests resolved 
prior to the issuance of a decision; and 
(2) The categories of external review requests 
by carrier.  The categories may not include 
personally identifiable information or specific 
medical condition.  The categories must in-
clude, but are not limited to, medical neces-
sity, out-of-network referrals, inpatient care, 
behavioral health, prescription drugs and ex-
perimental or investigational treatment.

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 275
 S.P. 362 - L.D. 1080 

An Act To Improve Efficiency 
in the Collection of Beverage 

Containers
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §1866, sub-§5, as amended 
by PL 2003, c. 499, §7, is further amended to read: 

5.  Obligation to pick up containers.  The obli-
gation to pick up beverage containers subject to this 
chapter is determined as follows. 

A.  A distributor that initiates the deposit under 
section 1863-A, subsection 2 or 4 has the obliga-
tion to pick up any empty, unbroken and reasona-
bly clean beverage containers of the particular 

kind, size and brand sold by the distributor from 
dealers to whom that distributor has sold those 
beverages and from licensed redemption centers 
designated to serve those dealers pursuant to an 
order entered under section 1867.  A distributor 
that, within this State, sells beverages under a par-
ticular label exclusively to one dealer, which 
dealer offers those labeled beverages for sale at 
retail exclusively at the dealer's establishment, 
shall pick up any empty, unbroken and reasonably 
clean beverage containers of the kind, size and 
brand sold by the distributor to the dealer only 
from those licensed redemption centers that serve 
the various establishments of the dealer, under an 
order entered under section 1867.  A dealer that 
manufactures its own beverages for exclusive sale 
by that dealer at retail has the obligation of a dis-
tributor under this section.  The commissioner 
may establish by rule, in accordance with the 
Maine Administrative Procedure Act, criteria pre-
scribing the manner in which distributors shall 
fulfill the obligations imposed by this paragraph.  
The rules may establish a minimum number or 
value of containers below which a distributor is 
not required to respond to a request to pick up 
empty containers.  Any rules promulgated under 
this paragraph must allocate the burdens associ-
ated with the handling, storage and transportation 
of empty containers to prevent unreasonable fi-
nancial or other hardship. 
B.  The initiator of the deposit under section 
1863-A, subsection 3 has the obligation to pick up 
any empty, unbroken and reasonably clean bever-
age containers of the particular kind, size and 
brand sold by the initiator from dealers to whom a 
distributor has sold those beverages and from li-
censed redemption centers designated to serve 
those dealers pursuant to an order entered under 
section 1867.  The obligation may be fulfilled by 
the initiator directly or indirectly through a con-
tracted agent. 
C.  An initiator of the deposit under section 
1863-A, subsection 2, 3 or 4 has the obligation to 
pick up any empty, unbroken and reasonably 
clean beverage containers that are commingled 
pursuant to a commingling agreement along with 
any beverage containers that the initiator is other-
wise obligated to pick up pursuant to paragraphs 
A and B. 
D.  The initiator of deposit or initiators of deposit 
who are members of a commingling agreement 
have the obligation under this subsection to pick 
up empty, unbroken and reasonably clean bever-
age containers of the particular kind, size and 
brand sold by the initiator from dealers to whom a 
distributor has sold those beverages and from li-
censed redemption centers designated to serve 
those dealers every 15 days.  The initiator of de-



F I R S T RE GU L A R S ES S I ON - 2 0 1 3   P U B L I C L A W, C . 2 7 6  

405 

posit or initiators of deposit who are members of a 
commingling agreement have the obligation to 
make additional pickups when a redemption cen-
ter has collected 10,000 beverage containers from 
that initiator of deposit or from the initiators of 
deposit who are members of a commingling 
agreement.

The obligation of the initiator of the deposit under this 
subsection may be fulfilled by the initiator directly or 
through a party with which it has entered into a com-
mingling agreement.  A contracted agent hired to pick 
up beverage containers for one or more initiators of 
deposit is deemed to have made a pickup at a redemp-
tion center for those initiators of deposit when it picks 
up beverage containers belonging to those initiators of 
deposit.

Sec. 2.  Rulemaking; audits.  The Department 
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall adopt 
rules for conducting audits on beverage containers 
presented to distributors by redemption centers as 
ready for redemption under the Maine Revised Stat-
utes, Title 32, chapter 28.  Rules adopted pursuant to 
this section are routine technical rules as defined in 
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  
The following appropriations and allocations are 
made. 
AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND 
FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
Beverage Container Enforcement Fund 0971
Initiative: Provides a one-time allocation for rulemak-
ing. 
OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2013-14 2014-15 

All Other $2,614 $0 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$2,614 $0 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 276
 H.P. 1072 - L.D. 1495 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Pertaining to Employee Health 

Insurance
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §285, sub-§7, ¶C, as en-
acted by PL 2009, c. 213, Pt. GG, §1, is amended to 
read:

C.  Beginning July 1, 2010, except as provided in 
subsection 7-A, the State, through the commis-
sion, shall pay a share of the individual premium 
for the standard plan identified and offered by the 
commission as follows. 

(1)  For an employee whose base annual rate 
of pay is projected to be less than or equal to 
$30,000 on July 1st of the state fiscal year for 
which the premium contribution is being de-
termined, the State shall pay 95% of the indi-
vidual premium for the standard plan identi-
fied and offered by the commission and 
available to the employee as authorized by 
the commission. 
(2)  For an employee whose base annual rate 
of pay is projected to be greater than $30,000 
and less than $80,000 on July 1st of the state 
fiscal year for which the premium contribu-
tion is being determined, the State shall pay 
90% of the individual premium for the stan-
dard plan identified and offered by the com-
mission and available to the employee as au-
thorized by the commission. 
(3)  For an employee whose base annual rate 
of pay is projected to be $80,000 or greater 
on July 1st of the state fiscal year for which 
the premium contribution is being deter-
mined, the State shall pay 85% of the indi-
vidual premium for the standard plan identi-
fied and offered by the commission and 
available to the employee as authorized by 
the commission. 

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §285, sub-§7-A, as amended 
by PL 2011, c. 1, Pt. FF, §1, is further amended to 
read:

7-A.  Health credit premium program.  Not-
withstanding subsection 7, paragraph C,  the State may 
pay a greater proportion of the total cost of the indi-
vidual premium for the standard plan identified and 
offered by the commission and available to the em-
ployee as authorized by the commission. The commis-
sion shall develop a health credit premium program 
whereby employees are provided incentives to engage 
in healthy behaviors in an effort to improve the health 
status of the state employee population and to help 
reduce costs to the state employee health insurance 
program.  The commission shall define benchmarks 
for healthy behaviors that, if met by an individual em-
ployee, result in the State's paying a greater share of 
the individual premium. Adjustments to the state share 
of the individual premium must be applied once each 
year in advance of the beginning of the plan year. 




