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PUBLIC LAW, C. 229

§1310-H. Additional state-specific provisions

1. Fee for disclosure. In addition to any rights to
which a consumer is entitled under federal law, a con-
sumer reporting agency may not impose a fee for a
consumer report provided to a consumer upon request
once during any 12-month period. For a 2nd or subse-
quent report provided during a 12-month period, a
consumer reporting agency may charge a consumer a
fee not to exceed $5.

2. Time to reinvestigate. Notwithstanding any
provision of federal law. if a consumer disputes any
item of information contained in the consumer's file on
the grounds that it is inaccurate and the dispute is di-
rectly conveyed to the consumer reporting agency by
the consumer, the consumer reporting agency shall
reinvestigate and record the current status of the in-
formation within 21 calendar days of notification of
the dispute by the consumer, unless it has reasonable
grounds to believe that the dispute by the consumer is
frivolous.

3. Nonliability. A person may not be held liable
for any violation of this section if the person shows by
a preponderance of the evidence that at the time of the
alleged violation the person maintained reasonable
procedures to ensure compliance with the provisions
of subsections 1 and 2.

Sec. 2. 10 MRSA c. 210, as amended, is re-
pealed.

Sec. 3. Revisor's review; cross-references.
The Revisor of Statutes shall review the Maine Re-
vised Statutes and include in the errors and inconsis-
tencies bill submitted to the Second Regular Session of
the 126th Legislature pursuant to Title 1, section 94
any sections necessary to correct and update any cross-
references in the statutes to provisions of law repealed
in this Act.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 229
S.P. 566 - L.D. 1511

An Act Regarding Coordinated
Access to Public Records of
State Agencies

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §200-1, sub-§2, 49D and
E, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 603, §1, are amended to
read:

D. Furnish, upon request, advisory opinions re-
garding the interpretation of and compliance with
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the State's freedom of access laws to any person
or public agency or official in an expeditious
manner. The ombudsman may not issue an advi-
sory opinion concerning a specific matter with re-
spect to which a lawsuit has been filed under Title
1, chapter 13. Advisory opinions must be pub-
licly available after distribution to the requestor
and the parties involved; and

E. Make recommendations concerning ways to
improve public access to public records and pro-
ceedings:; and

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §200-1, sub-§2, qF is en-
acted to read:

F. Coordinate with the state agency public access
officers the compilation of data through the de-
velopment of a uniform log to facilitate record
keeping and annual reporting of the number of re-
quests for information, the average response time
and the costs of processing requests.

Sec. 3. Development of centralized meth-
ods for public record requests; report. The De-
partment of the Attorney General, with input from the
Department of Administrative and Financial Services,
Office of Information Technology and state agency
public access officers as defined in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 1, section 402, subsection 5, shall:

1. Review the current system used by state agen-
cies for receiving and responding to requests for public
records in accordance with Title 1, chapter 13, sub-
chapter 1; and

2. Review the feasibility of developing a central-
ized system for coordinating the receipt of and re-
sponse to requests to state agencies for public records
in accordance with Title 1, chapter 13, subchapter 1.

A centralized system developed by the Depart-
ment of the Attorney General must include a single
website address, a single e-mail address and a direc-
tory for the public to use to make requests for public
records of all state agencies. By January 5, 2014, the
Department of the Attorney General shall submit to
the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary a report
relating to the reviews under this section, including
findings and recommendations and suggested statutory
changes needed to implement the recommendations.
The Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary may report
out a bill relating to the subject matter of the report to
the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature.

See title page for effective date.






