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Sec. 5.  30-A MRSA §5226, sub-§3, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 101, §17, is further amended 
to read: 

3.  Effective date.  A designation of a tax incre-
ment financing district or a development program for a 
tax increment financing district is effective upon ap-
proval by the commissioner.  A designation of a de-
velopment district other than a tax increment financing 
district is effective upon approval by the municipal or 
plantation legislative body.  A development program 
other than a development program for a tax increment 
financing district is effective upon adoption by the 
municipal or plantation legislative body.

Sec. 6.  30-A MRSA §5231, as amended by PL 
2011, c. 101, §24, is further amended to read: 
§5231.  Bond financing

The legislative body of a municipality or planta-
tion may authorize, issue and sell bonds, including, but 
not limited to, general obligation or revenue bonds or 
notes, that mature within 20 30 years from the date of 
issue to finance all project costs needed to carry out 
the development program within the development dis-
trict.  The plantation or municipal officers authorized 
to issue the bonds or notes may borrow money in an-
ticipation of the sale of the bonds for a period of up to 
3 years by issuing temporary notes and notes in re-
newal of the bonds.  All revenues derived under sec-
tion 5227 or under section 5228, subsection 1 received 
by the municipality or plantation are pledged for the 
payment of the activities described in the development 
program and used to reduce or cancel the taxes that 
may otherwise be required to be expended for that 
purpose.  The notes, bonds or other forms of financing 
may not be included when computing the municipal-
ity's or plantation's net debt.  Nothing in this section 
restricts the ability of the municipality or plantation to 
raise revenue for the payment of project costs in any 
manner otherwise authorized by law. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 185
 H.P. 215 - L.D. 306 

An Act To Exempt Members of 
the Penobscot Nation, the

Passamaquoddy Tribe, the 
Houlton Band of Maliseet
Indians and the Aroostook 

Band of Micmacs from Special 
Training Requirements for 

Archery and Trapping 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 

90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, trapping animals and hunting animals 
with bows are a part of the cultural practices of 
Maine's Indian tribes and have been for uncounted 
generations; and 

Whereas, requiring members of these tribes to 
undertake special archery or trapping training in order 
to obtain licenses to hunt or trap is an intrusion on 
these cultural practices; and 

Whereas, these unnecessary requirements need 
to be removed immediately in order to recognize and 
protect these cultural practices; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §11106, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 203, §2, is further amended to 
read:

2.  Archery hunter education requirements.  A
Except as provided in paragraph A, a person who ap-
plies for an archery hunting license other than a junior 
hunting license or an apprenticeship hunter license 
must submit proof of having successfully completed 
an archery hunter education course as described in 
section 10108 or an equivalent archery hunter educa-
tion course or satisfactory evidence of having previ-
ously held an adult archery hunting license issued spe-
cifically for the purpose of hunting with bow and ar-
row in this State or any other state, province or coun-
try in any year after 1979. 
When proof or evidence can not be otherwise pro-
vided, the applicant may substitute a signed affidavit 
that the applicant has previously held the required 
adult archery hunting license or has successfully com-
pleted the required archery hunter education course. 

A.  A person who is an enrolled member of the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot Nation, the 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians or the 
Aroostook Band of Micmacs who presents certifi-
cation from the respective reservation governor or 
the Aroostook Micmac Council stating that the 
person is an enrolled member of a federally rec-
ognized nation, band or tribe listed in this para-
graph is exempt from the requirements of this 
subsection.
Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §11106-A, sub-§3, as

amended by PL 2007, c. 203, §4, is further amended to 
read:
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3.  Crossbow hunter education requirements.
A Except as provided in paragraph A, a person who 
applies for a crossbow hunting license other than a 
junior hunting license or an apprenticeship hunter li-
cense must submit proof of having successfully com-
pleted an archery hunting education course and a 
crossbow hunting course as described in section 10108 
or equivalent crossbow and archery hunting education 
courses or satisfactory evidence of having previously 
held adult archery and crossbow hunting licenses is-
sued specifically for the purpose of hunting with a 
crossbow or bow and arrow in this State or any other 
state, province or country in any year after 1979. 
When proof or evidence cannot be otherwise provided, 
the applicant may substitute a signed affidavit that the 
applicant has previously held the required adult cross-
bow and archery hunting license or has successfully 
completed the required crossbow and archery hunting 
education courses. 

A.  A person who is an enrolled member of the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot Nation, the 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians or the 
Aroostook Band of Micmacs who presents certifi-
cation from the respective reservation governor or 
the Aroostook Micmac Council stating that the 
person is an enrolled member of a federally rec-
ognized nation, band or tribe listed in this para-
graph is exempt from the requirements of this 
subsection.
Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §12201, sub-§3, as enacted 

by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, 
§9, is amended to read: 

3.  Successful completion of trapper evaluation 
program required for license.  A Except as provided 
in paragraph A, a person who applies for a state li-
cense to trap, other than a junior license, must submit 
proof of having successfully completed an education 
course of the type described in section 10108, subsec-
tion 7 or satisfactory evidence of having previously 
held an adult license to trap in this State or any other 
state, province or country in any year beginning with 
1978. 
When proof or evidence can not otherwise be pro-
vided, the person may substitute a signed affidavit that 
that person has previously held the required adult trap-
ping license or that that person has successfully com-
pleted the required trapper education course. 

A.  A person who is an enrolled member of the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot Nation, the 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians or the 
Aroostook Band of Micmacs who presents certifi-
cation from the respective reservation governor or 
the Aroostook Micmac Council stating that the 
person is an enrolled member of a federally rec-
ognized nation, band or tribe listed in this para-

graph is exempt from the requirements of this 
subsection.
Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 

cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 31, 2013. 

CHAPTER 186
 H.P. 130 - L.D. 155 

An Act To Streamline the  
Approval of Accessibility 

Structures 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, when a person with a disability re-
quires approval to build a ramp that provides access to 
that person's dwelling, delay in the approval process 
can pose significant hardship; and 

Whereas, applying for approval through a mu-
nicipal board can be a slow process, and this Act al-
lows an application to be made through a municipal 
code enforcement officer, which could provide a more 
expeditious proceeding; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4353, sub-§4, as
amended by PL 1997, c. 148, §1, is further amended to 
read:

4.  Variance.  Except as provided in subsections 
4-A, 4-B and 4-C and section 4353-A, the board may 
grant a variance only when strict application of the 
ordinance to the petitioner and the petitioner's property 
would cause undue hardship.  The term "undue hard-
ship" as used in this subsection means: 

A.  The land in question can not yield a reason-
able return unless a variance is granted; 
B.  The need for a variance is due to the unique 
circumstances of the property and not to the gen-
eral conditions in the neighborhood; 
C.  The granting of a variance will not alter the 
essential character of the locality; and 




