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CHAPTER 183
 S.P. 244 - L.D. 695 

An Act To Amend the Site
Location of Development Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §488, sub-§29 is enacted to 
read:

29.  Exemption for new construction at or 
modification of existing development.  New con-
struction at or modification of an existing licensed 
development that is permitted pursuant to this article is 
exempt from review under this article if:

A.  The additional disturbed area not to be revege-
tated does not exceed 10,000 square feet ground 
area in any calendar year and does not exceed 
20,000 square feet ground area in total; and
B.  The construction or modification does not in-
volve a division of the parcel of land.

The permittee shall annually notify the department of 
any new construction or modification undertaken dur-
ing the previous 12 months that is governed by this 
subsection.  The notice must identify the type, location 
and ground area of the new construction or modifica-
tion.  At the time of the annual notification, the permit-
tee shall provide to the department development plans, 
certified by a professional engineer, for new construc-
tion or modification governed by this subsection.

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 184
 H.P. 382 - L.D. 563 

An Act To Clarify Tax
Increment Financing 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §5222, sub-§13, as en-
acted by PL 2001, c. 669, §1, is amended to read: 

13.  Original assessed value.  "Original assessed 
value" means the assessed value of a development 
district as of March 31st of the tax year preceding the 
year in which it was designated and, for development 
districts designated on or after April 1, 2014, "original 
assessed value" means the taxable assessed value of a 
development district as of March 31st of the tax year 
preceding the year in which it was designated by the 
legislative body of a municipality or a plantation.

Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §5223, sub-§3, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 675, §2 and c. 691, Pt. A, 
§31, is further amended to read: 

3.  Conditions for approval.  Designation of a 
development district is subject to the following condi-
tions. 

A.  At least 25%, by area, of the real property 
within a development district must meet at least 
one of the following criteria: 

(1)  Must be a blighted area; 
(2)  Must be in need of rehabilitation, rede-
velopment or conservation work including a 
fisheries and wildlife or marine resources 
project; or 
(3)  Must be suitable for commercial or arts 
district uses. 

B.  The total area of a single development district 
may not exceed 2% of the total acreage of the 
municipality or plantation.  The total area of all 
development districts may not exceed 5% of the 
total acreage of the municipality or plantation. 
C.  The original assessed value of a proposed tax 
increment financing district plus the original as-
sessed value of all existing tax increment financ-
ing districts within the municipality or plantation 
may not exceed 5% of the total value of taxable 
property within the municipality or plantation as 
of April 1st preceding the date of the commis-
sioner's approval of the designation of the pro-
posed tax increment financing district. 
Excluded from the calculation in this paragraph is 
any district excluded from the calculation under 
former section 5253, subsection 1, paragraph C 
and any district designated on or after the effec-
tive date of this chapter that meets the following 
criteria:

(1)  The development program contains  
project costs, authorized by section 5225, 
subsection 1, paragraph A, that exceed 
$10,000,000; 
(2)  The geographic area consists entirely of 
contiguous property owned by a single tax-
payer; 
(3)  The assessed value exceeds 10% of the 
total value of taxable property within the mu-
nicipality or plantation; and 
(4)  The development program does not con-
tain project costs authorized by section 5225, 
subsection 1, paragraph C. 

For the purpose of this paragraph, "contiguous 
property" includes a parcel or parcels of land di-
vided by a road, power line or right-of-way. 




