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and delivering for filing an application to the office of 
the Secretary of State.  The application must set forth 
the name and address of the applicant and the name 
proposed to be reserved.  If the Secretary of State finds 
that the limited liability company name applied for is 
available, the Secretary of State shall reserve the name 
for the applicant's exclusive use for a nonrenewable
period of 120 days.  The reservation may not be re-
newed, but after the expiration of the reservation, the 
same name may be reserved by the same or another 
applicant.

Sec. 6.  Protection of business names.  The
Secretary of State shall develop options for the filing 
and protection of business names.  The development 
process must include at least the following:  analysis 
of similar programs in other jurisdictions, considera-
tion of statewide registration for different entities, the 
consequences of including sole proprietorships and 
general partnerships, the relation to the registration of 
marks and the costs and appropriate fees.  The Secre-
tary of State shall submit a report on the options de-
veloped under this section to the Joint Standing Com-
mittee on Judiciary no later than February 15, 2014. 
The Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary may intro-
duce a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 126th 
Legislature in response to the report submitted by the 
Secretary of State under this section. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 100
 H.P. 642 - L.D. 918 

An Act To Remove the  
Provision That a Motorcycle 

Operator May Prove a
Motorcycle Muffler Does Not 

Exceed Specific Noise  
Standards

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §1912, sub-§6, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2011, c. 158, §1, is 
amended to read: 

6.  Defense for noise violations by motor vehi-
cles. The following are defenses to a violation of sub-
section 1 or 3. 

A.  If a muffler or exhaust system of a motor ve-
hicle as defined in section 101, subsection 42, not 
including a motorcycle, does not emit noise in ex-
cess of 95 decibels as measured in accordance 
with standards and specifications outlined in stan-
dard J-1169 adopted by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers in May 1998, subsections 1 and 3 do 
not apply.  A person served with a Violation 

Summons and Complaint charging a violation of 
subsection 1 or 3 must provide satisfactory evi-
dence that the muffler or exhaust system does not 
emit noise in excess of 95 decibels as measured in 
accordance with standards and specifications out-
lined in standard J-1169 adopted by the Society of 
Automotive Engineers in May 1998.  Measure-
ments must be made by a participating certified 
inspection station. 
B.  Subsections 1 and 3 do not apply to a muffler 
or exhaust system of a motorcycle that does not 
emit noise, as measured in accordance with stan-
dards and specifications outlined in standard 
J-2825 adopted by the Society of Automotive En-
gineers in May 2009, in excess of 92 decibels at 
an idle and emits noise that does not measure:

(1)  More than 96 decibels using the set RPM 
test or swept RPM test for an engine configu-
ration other than a 3-cylinder or 4-cylinder 
engine configuration; or
(2)  More than 100 decibels using the set 
RPM test or swept RPM test for a 3-cylinder
or 4-cylinder engine configuration.

A person served with a Violation Summons and 
Complaint charging a violation of subsection 1 or 
3 must provide satisfactory evidence that the muf-
fler or exhaust system does not exceed decibel 
levels as described in this paragraph.  Measure-
ments must be made by a participating certified 
inspection station.

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 101
 H.P. 375 - L.D. 556 

An Act To Modernize the  
Statutes Governing Physician 

Assistants
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §2561, as amended by PL 
1997, c. 50, §1, is further amended to read: 
§2561.  Membership; qualifications; tenure; vacan-

cies
The Board of Osteopathic Licensure, as estab-

lished by Title 5, section 12004-A, subsection 29, and 
in this chapter called the "board," consists of 9 10
members appointed by the Governor.  These members
Members must be residents of this State.  Six of these
members must be graduates of a school or college of 
osteopathic medicine approved by the American Os-
teopathic Association and must be, at the time of ap-
pointment, actively engaged in the practice of the pro-




