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or any other person permitted to represent the tax-
payer under Title 36, section 151-A, subsection 2 
and is representing a party in any hearing, action 
or proceeding before the Maine Board of Tax Ap-
peals in accordance with Title 36, section 151-D.
Sec. 4.  36 MRSA §151, sub-§2, ¶E, as en-

acted by PL 2011, c. 694, §3, is amended to read: 
E.  A reconsidered decision rendered on any re-
quest other than a small claim request constitutes 
the assessor's final determination, subject to re-
view by either by the board or directly by the Su-
perior Court.  A reconsidered decision rendered 
on a small claim request constitutes the assessor's 
final determination and final agency action and is 
subject to de novo review by the Superior Court.  
For purposes of this paragraph, "small claim re-
quest" means a petition for reconsideration when 
the amount of tax or refund request in controversy 
is less than $5,000 $1,000.
Sec. 5.  36 MRSA §151-A, sub-§2, as enacted 

by PL 1989, c. 848, §4, is amended to read: 
2.  Representative of taxpayer.  The taxpayer 

may bring to any interview or informal conference 
with the State Tax Assessor or to any proceeding pur-
suant to section 151-D any attorney, certified public 
accountant, enrolled agent, enrolled actuary or any 
other person permitted to represent the taxpayer.  If the 
taxpayer does not bring anyone to the interview, con-
ference or proceeding but clearly states at any time 
during the informal interview, conference or proceed-
ing that the taxpayer wishes to consult with an attor-
ney, certified public accountant, enrolled agent, en-
rolled actuary or any other person permitted to repre-
sent the taxpayer, the State Tax Assessor shall suspend 
the interview or conference or the board shall suspend 
the proceeding.  The suspension must occur even if the 
taxpayer has answered one or more questions before 
that point in the interview, conference or proceeding.
The conference must be rescheduled to be held within 
10 working days. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 22, 2013. 

CHAPTER 46
 H.P. 298 - L.D. 426 

An Act To Provide for the  
Continuity of a Veterinary 
Practice Subsequent to the 

Death or Incapacitation of the 
Owner 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  13 MRSA §732, sub-§6 is enacted to 
read:

6.  Legal guardian or personal representative 
of deceased or incapacitated veterinarian.  For the 
purposes of this chapter, the legal guardian or personal 
representative of a veterinarian licensed under Title 
32, chapter 71-A may contract with another veterinar-
ian to continue the operations of the practice of the 
deceased or incapacitated veterinarian for a period of 
up to 24 months after the death or incapacitation of the 
veterinarian or until the practice is sold, whichever 
occurs first. For purposes of this subsection, "personal 
representative" has the same meaning as in Title 18-A, 
section 1-201, subsection 30.

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 47
 H.P. 65 - L.D. 72 

An Act To Open the St. Croix 
River to River Herring 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, river herring were once abundant in 
the St. Croix watershed and play a vital ecological role 
in that watershed and the near-shore marine ecosys-
tem; and 

Whereas, the decline in the river herring popula-
tion in the St. Croix watershed affects the ecological 
and economic health of that watershed and the near-
shore marine ecosystem; and 

Whereas, the prohibition on allowing river her-
ring to pass upstream from the Grand Falls Dam on the 
St. Croix River is a significant impediment to the res-
toration of river herring to historic levels in the St. 
Croix watershed; and 

Whereas, legislation allowing unimpeded pas-
sage of river herring upstream from the Grand Falls 
Dam on the St. Croix River needs to take effect prior 
to the river herring's spring spawning run; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 
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Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6134, as amended by PL 
2011, c. 598, §12, is repealed and the following en-
acted in its place: 
§6134.  River herring passage; fishways on the St. 

Croix River
By May 1, 2013, the commissioner and the Com-

missioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall ensure 
that the fishways on the Woodland Dam and the Grand 
Falls Dam located on the St. Croix River are config-
ured or operated in a manner that allows the uncon-
strained passage of river herring.

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 23, 2013. 

CHAPTER 48
 S.P. 48 - L.D. 127 

An Act Relating to Ways under 
the Jurisdiction of the  

Midcoast Regional
Redevelopment Authority and 

the Loring Development  
Authority

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §13080-D, sub-§4 is enacted 
to read: 

4.  Enforcement on ways under jurisdiction of 
the authority.  A law enforcement officer may en-
force the traffic laws under Title 29-A on a way under 
the jurisdiction of the authority.

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §13083-K, sub-§4 is en-
acted to read: 

4.  Enforcement on ways under jurisdiction of 
the authority.  A law enforcement officer may en-
force the traffic laws under Title 29-A on a way under 
the jurisdiction of the authority.

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 49
 S.P. 222 - L.D. 632 

An Act To Enact Measures To 
Improve Enforcement  

Mechanisms in the Elver  
Industry

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, elver prices are unusually high and 
elver purchasing transactions have created law en-
forcement difficulties; and  

Whereas, the safety of the public and of law en-
forcement is at stake and elver season is already under 
way, and therefore it is necessary immediately to mod-
ify the strategies available to law enforcement to in-
crease safety and accountability in the elver industry; 
and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6173, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 2003, c. 170, §1, is amended to read: 

1.  Collection and reporting of statistics.  The 
commissioner may, with the advice and consent of the 
advisory council, adopt rules to collect pertinent data 
with respect to the fisheries, including, but not limited 
to, information regarding the type and quantity of fish-
ing gear used, catch by species in numbers of fish or 
weight, areas in which fishing was conducted, time of 
fishing, number of hauls and the estimated processing 
capacity of, and the actual processing capacity utilized 
by United States fish processors.  The commissioner 
may collect statistics from any source and may require 
reporting of these statistics. The information collected 
by or reported to the commissioner is confidential and 
may not be disclosed in a manner or form that permits 
identification of any person or vessel, except when 
required by court order or when specifically permitted 
under this section.  The commissioner may share data 
collected under this section with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service or successor organization for re-
search or fisheries management purposes, provided 
that as long as federal laws and regulations protect the 
confidentiality of the shared data.  The commissioner 
may share landings data collected under this subsec-
tion with the Bureau of Marine Patrol when necessary 
for the enforcement of reporting requirements under 
this section.  The commissioner shall adopt rules to 
carry out the purposes of this section.  Rules adopted 
under this section are routine technical rules pursuant 
to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §6305, sub-§1-A is enacted 
to read: 




