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such abatements as they believe reasonable on the real 
and personal taxes on the primary residence of any 
person who, by reason of infirmity hardship or pov-
erty, is in their judgment unable to contribute to the 
public charges.  The municipal officers or the State 
Tax Assessor for the unorganized territory may extend 
the 3-year period within which they may make abate-
ments under this subsection. 

Municipal officers or the State Tax Assessor for the 
unorganized territory shall: 

A.  Provide that any person indicating an inability 
to pay all or part of taxes that have been assessed 
because of poverty or infirmity hardship be in-
formed of the right to make application under this 
subsection; 

B.  Assist individuals in making application for 
abatement; 

C.  Make available application forms for request-
ing an abatement based on poverty or infirmity 
hardship and provide that those forms contain no-
tice that a written decision will be made within 30 
days of the date of application; 

D.  Provide that persons are given the opportunity 
to apply for an abatement during normal business 
hours; 

E.  Provide that all applications, information sub-
mitted in support of the application, files and 
communications relating to an application for 
abatement and the determination on the applica-
tion for abatement are confidential.  Hearings and 
proceedings held pursuant to this subsection must 
be in executive session; 

F.  Provide to any person applying for abatement 
under this subsection, notice in writing of their 
decision within 30 days of application; and 

G.  Provide that any decision made under this 
subsection include the specific reason or reasons 
for the decision and inform the applicant of the 
right to appeal and the procedure for requesting an 
appeal. 

Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §943-A, as amended by PL 
2005, c. 169, §2, is further amended to read: 

§943-A.  Application for abatement 

Beginning with taxes that are assessed after April 
1, 2005, each Each notice under sections 942 and 1281 
that is sent by a municipality or the State Tax Assessor 
to a person on whose primary residence taxes have 
been assessed must contain a statement that that per-
son may apply for an abatement of those taxes if the 
person cannot pay the taxes that have been assessed 
because of poverty or infirmity hardship. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 625 

 S.P. 653 - L.D. 1869 

An Act To Establish the Dairy 
Improvement Fund 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the Maine dairy industry may suffer 
irreparable injury if state support is not available im-
mediately; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §2910-B is enacted to read: 

§2910-B.  Dairy Improvement Fund 

The commissioner shall administer the Dairy Im-
provement Fund established under Title 10, section 
1023-P in accordance with this section and Title 10, 
section 1023-P.  All money received by the fund from 
any source, including revenue distributed under Title 
8, section 1036, subsection 2-A, paragraph M, must be 
deposited with the Finance Authority of Maine and 
credited to the fund.  Money credited to the fund must 
be used to provide loans to assist dairy farmers in 
making capital improvements to maintain and enhance 
the viability of their farms and to pay the administra-
tive costs of processing loan applications and servicing 
and administering the fund and loans made from the 
fund.  Repayment of these loans and interest on the 
loans must be credited to the fund to be available for 
the same purposes. 

The commissioner shall adopt rules to implement 
this section.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are 
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 
375, subchapter 2-A.  

Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §3153-D, as amended by PL 
2009, c. 467, §5, is further amended to read: 

§3153-D.  Transfer of revenues 

On or before the 18th day of each month, the ad-
ministrator of the Maine Milk Pool shall certify the 
amounts subtract the amount in the Maine Milk Pool, 
Other Special Revenue Funds account that is available 
for distribution for dairy stabilization support from the 
total amount to be distributed for the previous month 
pursuant to section 3153-B and certify this amount to 
the State Controller, who shall transfer the certified 
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monthly amount when certified from General Fund 
undedicated revenue to the Maine Milk Pool, Other 
Special Revenue Funds account. 

Sec. 3.  8 MRSA §1036, sub-§2-A, ¶¶J and 
K, as enacted by IB 2009, c. 2, §45, are amended to 
read: 

J.  One percent of the net slot machine income 
must be forwarded directly to the county in which 
the casino is located to pay for mitigation of costs 
resulting from gaming operations; and 

K.  One percent of the net slot machine income 
must be forwarded by the board to the Treasurer 
of State, who shall credit the money to the Maine 
Milk Pool, Other Special Revenue Funds account 
within the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Resources to help fund dairy farm stabiliza-
tion pursuant to Title 7, section sections 3153-B 
and 3153-D.  This paragraph is repealed July 1, 
2013; 

Sec. 4.  8 MRSA §1036, sub-§2-A, ¶¶L and 
M are enacted to read: 

L.  Beginning July 1, 2013, 1/2 of 1% of the net 
slot machine income must be forwarded by the 
board to the Treasurer of State, who shall credit 
the money to the Maine Milk Pool, Other Special 
Revenue Funds account within the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to help 
fund dairy farm stabilization pursuant to Title 7, 
sections 3153-B and 3153-D; and 

M.  Beginning July 1, 2013, 1/2 of 1% of the net 
slot machine income must be forwarded by the 
board to the Treasurer of State, who shall credit 
the money to the Dairy Improvement Fund estab-
lished under Title 10, section 1023-P. 

Sec. 5.  10 MRSA §1023-P is enacted to read: 

§1023-P.  Dairy Improvement Fund 

The Dairy Improvement Fund, referred to in this 
section as "the fund," is created.  The fund must be 
deposited with and maintained by the authority.  The 
Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Re-
sources shall administer the fund in accordance with 
Title 7, section 2910-B and this section.  All money 
received by the authority in accordance with Title 7, 
section 2910-B and Title 8, section 1036, subsection 
2-A, paragraph M must be credited to the fund.  
Money credited to the fund must be used to provide 
loans to assist dairy farmers in making capital im-
provements to maintain and enhance the viability of 
their farms and to pay the administrative costs of proc-
essing loan applications and servicing and administer-
ing the fund and loans made from the fund. 

Repayment of loans and interest on these loans 
must be credited to the fund and may be used for the 

purposes stated in this section and Title 7, section 
2910-B. 

The authority may adopt rules necessary to im-
plement this section.  Rules adopted pursuant to this 
paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Ti-
tle 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 12, 2012. 

CHAPTER 626 

 H.P. 1377 - L.D. 1859 

An Act To Protect Firearm 
Ownership during Times of 

Emergency 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the right to keep and bear firearms is 
provided for by the Second Amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States; and 

Whereas, this legislation clarifies the authority 
of persons acting in an official capacity to restrict or 
seize firearms in times of emergency; and 

Whereas, since it is unknown when a state of 
emergency may exist next, it is vital that this clarifica-
tion be in place as soon as possible; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §2011, sub-§5 is enacted to 
read: 

5.  Restrictions on firearms and ammunition 
prohibited during state of emergency.  The provi-
sions of this subsection apply to restrictions on fire-
arms and ammunition during a state of emergency, as 
declared by the Governor pursuant to Title 37-B, sec-
tion 742, subsection 1. 

A.  During a state of emergency, notwithstanding 
any provision of law to the contrary, a person act-
ing on behalf or under the authority of the State or 
a political subdivision of the State may not: 




