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90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, allowing law enforcement officers to 
solicit funds from within the entire law enforcement 
community will provide urgently needed resources to 
support law enforcement officers or their family mem-
bers with serious medical needs; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §3702-C, sub-§1, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 633, §4, is amended to read: 

1.  Limited solicitation.  A law enforcement 
agency or association may solicit property from the 
general public, a law enforcement officer, a law en-
forcement agency or a law enforcement association for 
the tangible benefit of a law enforcement officer, or an 
immediate family member of a law enforcement offi-
cer, suffering from a catastrophic illness by hosting 
fundraising events or by written solicitation. 

A.  A law enforcement agency or association may 
host ticketed fundraising events that are open to 
the public as long as the events are advertised 
only through public announcements and tickets 
are available for purchase only from a designated 
public benefit corporation. 

B.  A law enforcement agency or association may 
make general public solicitations for donations 
through public announcements or paid advertise-
ments as long as all donations are directed to be 
sent to a designated public benefit corporation.  
Solicitations may not be sent directly to potential 
donors by mail or any other direct means. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 5, 2012. 

CHAPTER 597 

 S.P. 572 - L.D. 1673 

An Act To Prohibit the Sexual 
Solicitation of a Child by any 

Means 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 

90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation closes a loophole in the 
law prohibiting sexual solicitation of a child; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §5821, sub-§7-A, as en-
acted by PL 1999, c. 349, §2, is amended to read: 

7-A.  Computers.  Except as provided in para-
graph A, all computers, as defined in Title 17-A, sec-
tion 431, subsection 2, and computer equipment, in-
cluding, but not limited to, printers and scanners, that 
are used or are attempted to be used in violation of 
Title 17-A, section 259 259-A. 

A.    Property may not be forfeited under this sub-
section, to the extent of the interest of an owner, 
by reason of an act or omission established by that 
owner to have been committed or omitted without 
the knowledge or consent of the owner; and 

Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §259, as amended by PL 
2003, c. 711, Pt. B, §§9 to 11, is repealed. 

Sec. 3.  17-A MRSA §259-A is enacted to 
read: 

§259-A.  Solicitation of a child to commit a prohib-
ited act 

1.   A person is guilty of soliciting a child to 
commit a prohibited act if: 

A.  The actor, with the intent to engage in a pro-
hibited act with the other person, knowingly solic-
its directly or indirectly that person by any means 
to engage in a prohibited act and the actor: 

(1)  Is at least 16 years of age; 

(2)  Knows or believes that the other person is 
less than 14 years of age; and 

(3)  Is at least 3 years older than the age ex-
pressed by the other person. 

Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime; or 

B.  The actor, with the intent to engage in a pro-
hibited act with the other person, knowingly solic-
its directly or indirectly that person by any means 
to engage in a prohibited act and the actor: 

(1)  Is at least 16 years of age; 

(2)  Knows or believes that the other person is 
less than 12 years of age; and 
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(3)  Is at least 3 years older than the age ex-
pressed by the other person. 

Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime. 

2.   For purposes of this section, "prohibited act" 
means: 

A.  A sexual act; 

B.  Sexual contact; or 

C.  Sexual exploitation of a minor pursuant to sec-
tion 282. 

Sec. 4.  19-A MRSA §1653, sub-§6-A, ¶A, 
as amended by PL 2007, c. 513, §2, is further amended 
to read: 

A.  For the purposes of this section, "child-related 
sexual offense" means the following sexual of-
fenses if, at the time of the commission of the of-
fense, the victim was under 18 years of age: 

(1)  Sexual exploitation of a minor, under Ti-
tle 17-A, section 282; 

(2)  Gross sexual assault, under Title 17-A, 
section 253; 

(3)  Sexual abuse of a minor, under Title 
17-A, section 254; 

(4)  Unlawful sexual contact, under Title 
17-A, section 255-A or former section 255; 

(5)  Visual sexual aggression against a child, 
under Title 17-A, section 256; 

(6)  Sexual misconduct with a child under 14 
years of age, under Title 17-A, section 258; 

(6-A)  Solicitation of a child by computer to 
commit a prohibited act, under Title 17-A, 
section 259 259-A; or 

(7)  An offense in another jurisdiction that in-
volves conduct that is substantially similar to 
that contained in subparagraph (1), (2), (3), 
(4), (5), (6) or (6-A). For purposes of this 
subparagraph, "another jurisdiction" means 
the Federal Government, the United States 
military, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the 
United States Virgin Islands, Guam, Ameri-
can Samoa and each of the several states ex-
cept Maine. "Another jurisdiction" also 
means the Passamaquoddy Tribe when that 
tribe has acted pursuant to Title 30, section 
6209-A, subsection 1, paragraph A or B and 
the Penobscot Nation when that tribe has 
acted pursuant to Title 30, section 6209-B, 
subsection 1, paragraph A or B. 

Sec. 5.  25 MRSA §1574, sub-§5, as corrected 
by RR 2003, c. 1, §23, is amended to read: 

5.  Applicable offenses for persons convicted on 
or after October 1, 2001.  This Except as provided in 
paragraph G-1, this section applies to a person con-
victed on or after October 1, 2001 of one or more of 
the following offenses or an attempt of one or more of 
the following offenses: 

A.  Murder; 

B.  A Class A, B or C crime; 

C.  Sexual abuse of a minor; 

D.  Unlawful sexual contact; 

E.  Visual sexual aggression against a child; 

F.  Sexual contact with a child under 14 years of 
age; 

G.  Solicitation of a child by a computer to com-
mit a prohibited act; or 

G-1.  Solicitation of a child to commit a prohib-
ited act on or after October 1, 2012; or 

H.  Any lesser included offense of any crime iden-
tified in paragraphs A to G if the greater offense is 
initially charged.  "Lesser included offense" has 
the same meaning as in Title 17-A, section 13-A. 

Sec. 6.  34-A MRSA §11203, sub-§6, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 365, Pt. B, §10 and affected 
by §22, is further amended to read: 

B.  A violation under former Title 17, section 
2922; former Title 17, section 2923; former Title 
17, section 2924; Title 17-A, section 253, subsec-
tion 2, paragraph E, F, G, H, I or J; Title 17-A, 
section 254; former Title 17-A, section 255, sub-
section 1, paragraph A, E, F, G, I or J; former Ti-
tle 17-A, section 255, subsection 1, paragraph B 
or D if the crime was not elevated a class under 
former Title 17-A, section 255, subsection 3; Title 
17-A, section 255-A, subsection 1, paragraph A, 
B, C, G, I, J, K, L, M, N, Q, R, S or T; Title 17-A, 
section 256; Title 17-A, section 258; former Title 
17-A, section 259; Title 17-A, section 282; Title 
17-A, section 283; Title 17-A, section 284; Title 
17-A, section 301, subsection 1, paragraph A, 
subparagraph (3), unless the actor is a parent of 
the victim; Title 17-A, section 511, subsection 1, 
paragraph D; Title 17-A, section 556; Title 17-A, 
section 852, subsection 1, paragraph B; or Title 
17-A, section 855; 

Sec. 7.  34-A MRSA §11203, sub-§6-B is en-
acted to read: 

6-B.  Sex offense; after October 1, 2012.  For 
persons convicted and sentenced on or after October 1, 
2012, "sex offense" means, in addition to the offenses 
listed in subsections 6 and 6-A: 
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A.  A conviction for an offense under Title 17-A, 
section 259-A or for an attempt or conspiracy to 
commit an offense under Title 17-A, section 
259-A; 

B.  A violation in another jurisdiction that in-
cludes the essential elements of an offense listed 
under Title 17-A, section 259-A; or 

C.  A conviction for a military, tribal or federal 
offense requiring registration pursuant to: 

(1)  The Jacob Wetterling Crimes Against 
Children and Sexually Violent Offender Reg-
istration Act, also known as the Jacob Wetter-
ling Act, Section 170101 of the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994, Public Law 103-322, as amended; or 

(2)  The Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006, Public Law 109-248. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 6, 2012. 

CHAPTER 598 

 S.P. 587 - L.D. 1722 

An Act To Make Technical 
Changes to Maine's Marine 

Resources Laws 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation provides an exemption 
for the Aroostook Band of Micmacs for commercial 
marine resource harvesting licenses; and 

Whereas, because the commercial marine re-
source harvesting seasons are currently open or soon 
to open, it is essential that this exemption take effect 
immediately; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§57-C, as re-
pealed by PL 2011, c. 344, §10, is reenacted to read: 

57-C.    

Marine 

Resources 

 Aquaculture 

Advisory 

Council 

 Not  

Authorized 

 12 MRSA 

§6080 

 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §6001, sub-§1-A, as en-
acted by PL 1981, c. 63, is repealed. 

Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §6001, sub-§37-B is en-
acted to read: 

37-B.  River herring.  "River herring" means the 
species Alosa pseudoharengus, commonly called ale-
wife, and Alosa aestivalis, commonly called blueback 
herring. 

Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §6022, sub-§17, as enacted 
by PL 2011, c. 10, §1, is amended to read: 

17.  Permit banking program.  The commis-
sioner may administer a permit banking program in 
which the department holds federal limited access 
fishing permits and distributes the rights associated 
with those permits to eligible residents of the State 
with the goal of restoring and preserving access to 
federally managed fisheries.  The commissioner may 
lease fisheries allocations, as required, to fund the 
costs associated with the permit banking program and 
may use funds in excess of those needed to administer 
the program to provide assistance to groundfish sec-
tors consistent with the goals of the program. 

Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §6030, sub-§2, as amended 
by PL 2003, c. 520, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §6032-A is enacted to read: 

§6032-A.  Marine Recreation Fishing Conservation 
and Management Fund 

1.  Fund established.  The Marine Recreation 
Fishing Conservation and Management Fund, referred 
to in this section as "the fund," is established within 
the department.  The commissioner may receive on 
behalf of the fund funds from any source.  All money 
received into the fund must be used for the purposes of 
the fund under subsection 2.  Unexpended balances in 
the fund at the end of the fiscal year do not lapse but 
must be carried forward to the next fiscal year to be 
used for the purposes of the fund.  Any interest earned 
on the money in the fund must be credited to the fund. 

2.  Uses of fund.  The commissioner may author-
ize the expenditure of money from the fund for re-
search and conservation efforts related to the saltwater 
recreational fishery. 

Sec. 7.  12 MRSA §6072-D, sub-§5, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 660, Pt. A, §16, is amended to 
read: 

5.  Reports.  On or before February 1st of each 
year, the The commissioner shall report annually to 




