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ment is located, but only if the following conditions 
have been met. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 590 

 H.P. 1387 - L.D. 1875 

An Act To Provide  
Transparency in Electricity 
Pricing for Maine Ratepayers 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §102, sub-§24 is enacted 
to read: 

24.  Zero-based budgeting.  "Zero-based budget-
ing" means a method of budgeting in which programs 
and activities are justified for a budgetary period using 
cost-benefit analysis without regard to the amount that 
was budgeted for those programs and activities in a 
prior budgetary period. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §116, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 16, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

2.  Committee recommendations; legislative 
approval of budget.  The commission shall submit its 
budget recommendations, using a zero-based budget-
ing process or other process or method directed by the 
State Budget Officer, as part of the unified current 
services budget legislation in accordance with Title 5, 
sections 1663 to 1666.  The commission shall make a 
presentation of its budget recommendations contained 
in any current services budget legislation and any sup-
plemental budget legislation to the joint standing 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
public utilities matters. The joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public utili-
ties matters shall review the commission's recommen-
dations and make recommendations to the joint stand-
ing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over appropriations and financial affairs regarding the 
budget of the commission, including but not limited to 
all expenditures from the fund established pursuant to 
this section.  The commission shall make an annual 
report in accordance with section 120 of its planned 
expenditures for the year and on its use of funds in the 
previous year.  In addition to the assessments author-
ized under this section, the commission may also re-
ceive other funds as appropriated or allocated by the 
Legislature. 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §116, sub-§8, ¶A, as 
amended by PL 1997, c. 424, Pt. B, §5, is further 
amended to read: 

A.  The Public Advocate shall submit its budget 
recommendations, using a zero-based budgeting 
process or other process or method directed by the 
State Budget Officer, as part of the unified current 
services budget legislation in accordance with Ti-
tle 5, sections 1663 to 1665 1666.  The assess-
ments and expenditures provided in this section 
are subject to legislative approval.  The Public 
Advocate shall make an annual report of its 
planned expenditures for the year and on its use of 
funds in the previous year.  The Public Advocate 
may also receive other funds as appropriated by 
the Legislature. 

Sec. 4.  Transparency in electricity rates 
and assessments.  The Public Utilities Commission 
shall develop information useful to electricity ratepay-
ers regarding the costs and effects of state policies on 
electricity ratepayers.  The commission and the Office 
of the Public Advocate shall post the information on 
their publicly accessible websites.  The commission 
shall also examine means by which transmission and 
distribution utilities may inform customers of the in-
formation developed and posted by the commission.  
The commission shall report on its actions under this 
section together with any recommendations to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over energy, utilities and technology matters by 
February 15, 2013.  The committee may report out a 
bill relating to the commission’s report to the First 
Regular Session of the 126th Legislature. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 591 

 H.P. 1368 - L.D. 1847 

An Act To Establish Municipal 
Cost Components for  
Unorganized Territory  

Services To Be Rendered in 
Fiscal Year 2012-13 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, prompt determination and certification 
of the municipal cost components in the Unorganized 
Territory Tax District are necessary to the establish-
ment of a mill rate and the levy of the Unorganized 
Territory Educational and Services Tax; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-




