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A.  Provide that any person indicating an inability 
to pay all or part of taxes that have been assessed 
because of poverty or infirmity be informed of the 
right to make application under this subsection; 

B.  Assist individuals in making application for 
abatement; 

C.  Make available application forms for request-
ing an abatement based on poverty or infirmity 
and provide that those forms contain notice that a 
written decision will be made within 30 days of 
the date of application; 

D.  Provide that persons are given the opportunity 
to apply for an abatement during normal business 
hours; 

E.  Provide that all applications, information sub-
mitted in support of the application, files and 
communications relating to an application for 
abatement and the determination on the applica-
tion for abatement are confidential.  Hearings and 
proceedings held pursuant to this subsection must 
be in executive session; 

F.  Provide to any person applying for abatement 
under this subsection, notice in writing of their 
decision within 30 days of application; and 

G.  Provide that any decision made under this 
subsection include the specific reason or reasons 
for the decision and inform the applicant of the 
right to appeal and the procedure for requesting an 
appeal. 

For the purpose of this subsection, the municipal offi-
cers may set off or otherwise treat as available benefits 
provided to an applicant under chapter 907 when de-
termining if the applicant is able to contribute to the 
public charges. 

Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §6201, sub-§10, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 325, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

10.  Property taxes accrued.  "Property taxes ac-
crued" means property taxes exclusive of special as-
sessment, delinquent interest and charges for service 
levied on a claimant's homestead in this State as of 
April 1, 1972, or any tax year thereafter.  If a claimant 
receives an abatement of property taxes based on in-
firmity or poverty pursuant to section 841, subsection 
2 during the year for which relief is requested, "prop-
erty taxes accrued" means only the portion of property 
taxes levied that was not abated during the year for 
which the claimant requests relief.  If a homestead is 
owned by 2 or more persons or entities as joint tenants 
or tenants in common, and one or more persons or 
entities are not members of the claimant's household, 
"property taxes accrued" is that part of property taxes 
levied on the homestead that reflects the ownership 
percentage of the claimant and the claimant's house-
hold. If a claimant and spouse own their homestead for 

part of the year for which relief is requested and rent it 
or a different homestead for part of the same tax year, 
"property taxes accrued" means taxes levied on the 
homestead on April 1st, multiplied by the percentage 
of 12 months that the property was owned and occu-
pied by the household as its homestead during the year 
for which relief is requested. When a household owns 
and occupies 2 or more different homesteads in this 
State in the same calendar year, property taxes accrued 
relate only to the total of the property taxes owed for 
the time that each property was occupied by the 
household as a homestead. To calculate the amount 
attributable to each property, the April 1st assessment 
on each homestead is multiplied by the percentage of 
12 months that each property was owned and occupied 
by the claimant as the claimant's homestead during the 
year for which relief is requested.  If a homestead is an 
integral part of a larger unit such as a farm, or a multi-
purpose or multidwelling building, property taxes ac-
crued are that percentage of the total property taxes 
accrued that the value of the homestead is of the total 
value, except that property taxes accrued do not in-
clude any portion of taxes claimed as a business ex-
pense for federal income tax purposes. For purposes of 
this chapter, "unit" refers to the parcel of property 
separately assessed of which the homestead is a part. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 553 

 H.P. 1286 - L.D. 1744 

An Act To Require Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors in  
Additional Residential  

Occupancies 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §2468, sub-§2, ¶¶B and 
C, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §5, are repealed and 
the following enacted in their place: 

B.  Any addition to or restoration of: 

(1)  An existing single-family dwelling that 
adds at least one bedroom to the dwelling 
unit; or 

(2)  A fraternity house, sorority house or 
dormitory established on or after August 1, 
2012 that is affiliated with a private or public 
school or private or public postsecondary in-
stitution incorporated or chartered under the 
laws of this State; or 

C.  Any conversion of a building to: 

(1)  A single-family dwelling; 
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(2)  A hotel, motel, inn or bed and breakfast 
upon initial licensure as an eating and lodging 
place or a lodging place under Title 22, chap-
ter 562 on or after August 1, 2012; or 

(3)  A fraternity house, sorority house or 
dormitory established on or after August 1, 
2012 that is affiliated with a private or public 
school or private or public postsecondary in-
stitution incorporated or chartered under the 
laws of this State. 

Sec. 2.  25 MRSA §2468, sub-§4, as amended 
by PL 2009, c. 551, §8, is repealed and the following 
enacted in its place: 

4.  New construction.  A person who constructs 
any of the following shall install or cause to be in-
stalled at least one carbon monoxide detector in each 
area within, or giving access to, any bedroom in the 
new construction of: 

A.  A single-family dwelling; 

B.  A hotel, motel, inn or bed and breakfast upon 
initial licensure of that new construction as an eat-
ing and lodging place or a lodging place under Ti-
tle 22, chapter 562 on or after August 1, 2012; or 

C.  A fraternity house, sorority house or dormitory 
established on or after August 1, 2012 that is af-
filiated with a private or public school or private 
or public postsecondary institution incorporated or 
chartered under the laws of this State. 

The carbon monoxide detector must be powered both 
by the electrical service in the building or dwelling 
and by battery. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 554 

 H.P. 1305 - L.D. 1773 

An Act Regarding Insurance 
Adjusters and Reporting  
Requirements for Insurance 

Companies 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  24-A MRSA §1402, sub-§1, ¶¶E 
and F, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 457, §23 and af-
fected by §55, are amended to read: 

E.  Persons adjusting only life and health insur-
ance claims; or 

F.  Adjuster trainees.; or 

Sec. 2.  24-A MRSA §1402, sub-§1, ¶G is 
enacted to read: 

G.  An individual who satisfies the following with 
regard to portable electronic device insurance as 
defined under section 7001, subsection 6, para-
graph A: 

(1)  The individual collects claim information 
from, or furnishes claim information to, in-
sureds or claimants and conducts data entry 
including entering data into an automated 
claims adjudication system; and 

(2)  The individual is an employee of an ad-
juster licensed under this chapter or the ad-
juster's affiliate. 

No more than 25 individuals under the supervi-
sion of one licensed adjuster or insurance pro-
ducer described under paragraph C may be ex-
empt pursuant to this paragaph. 

For purposes of this paragraph, "automated claims 
adjudication system" means a preprogrammed 
computer system designed for the collection, data 
entry, calculation and final resolution of portable 
electronic device insurance claims that is used by 
an adjuster, insurance producer or supervised in-
dividual operating pursuant to this paragraph; 
complies with all claims payment requirements of 
the Maine Insurance Code; and is certified as 
compliant with this paragraph by a licensed ad-
juster that is an officer of a business entity li-
censed under this chapter. 

Sec. 3.  24-A MRSA §1413, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2001, c. 259, §14, is further amended 
to read: 

2.  Officers; directors; members; partners.  A 
business entity shall notify the superintendent of its 
members, directors, officers or partners, and of all 
executive officers and directors of entities owning and 
individuals owning, directly or indirectly, 51% or 
more of the outstanding voting securities of the appli-
cant, within 14 days of a request for such information 
by the superintendent. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 555 

 S.P. 541 - L.D. 1631 

An Act To Address Research 
and Teaching in Maine's  
Institutions of Higher  

Education by Amending the 
Laws Governing the Purchase 
of Goods and Services by the 
State Involving Institutions of 

Higher Education 




