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7.  Violation.  A person who violates this section 
commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture fine of 
not less than $100 nor more than $500 $2,000 may be 
adjudged. 

8.  Reporting.  A dealer licensed under this sec-
tion shall report the total annual harvest of elvers re-
ceived by that dealer to the department within 30 days 
after the end of the elver fishing season.  The commis-
sioner shall prescribe how that data and any other in-
formation necessary for a meaningful analysis of the 
elver harvest are reported to the department. 

9.  Authorized representatives.  A person who 
holds an elver dealer's license may identify authorized 
representatives to act on the license holder's behalf to 
purchase elvers at locations other than the permanent 
facility. The elver dealer's license holder must identify 
authorized representatives on forms provided by the 
department. 

10.   Purchase of elvers.  A person who holds an 
elver dealer's license, or the authorized representative 
of that person under subsection 9, may purchase elvers 
from licensed harvesters at locations other than the 
permanent facility identified on the license holder's 
license. The license holder or the license holder's au-
thorized representative shall keep a record that identi-
fies each harvester from which elvers were purchased 
and the amount of elvers purchased from each har-
vester. The license holder or the license holder's au-
thorized representative shall make the record available 
for inspection by a marine patrol officer. 

11.  Shipment or transport of elvers outside 
state limits.  A person who holds an elver dealer's 
license or the elver dealer's license holder's authorized 
representative under subsection 9 must transport elvers 
to a permanent facility identified on the license 
holder's license prior to shipping or transporting elvers 
outside state limits. 

A holder of an elver dealer dealer's license when 
buying directly from a harvester may buy only from a 
harvester who possesses an elver fishing license under 
section 6505-A.  The harvester shall make the elver 
fishing license available for inspection upon the elver 
dealer dealer's license holder’s request. 

The commissioner may adopt rules to implement 
and enforce requirements under this section.  Rules 
adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical 
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 
2-A. 

Sec. 10.  Appropriations and allocations.  
The following appropriations and allocations are 
made. 

MARINE RESOURCES, DEPARTMENT OF  

Sea Run Fisheries and Habitat Z049 

Initiative: Provides funding from an increase in reve-
nue related to application fees for the elver license 
lottery. 

OTHER SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUNDS 

2011-12 2012-13 

All Other $0 $5,000 

   

OTHER SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL 

$0 $5,000 

 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective March 29, 2012. 

CHAPTER 550 

 S.P. 549 - L.D. 1650 

An Act Concerning the  
Collection of Child Support 

Obligations 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, currently child support obligations are 
automatically suspended during the period a child 
support obligor receives public assistance; and 

Whereas, current law prohibits the collection of 
child support debts from child support obligors who 
are receiving public assistance; and 

Whereas, lump sum payments to child support 
obligors should be available for satisfying past-due 
child support debts, even while obligors are receiving 
public assistance; and 

Whereas, amending the law to allow the inter-
ception of lump sum payments will benefit children 
due child support; and 

Whereas, the Department of Health and Human 
Services will amend its rules to ensure that a child 
support obligor receiving public assistance does not 
lose benefits based on a lump sum payment when the 
lump sum payment is intercepted and used to pay past-
due child support; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  19-A MRSA §2302, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2001, c. 255, §1, is amended to read: 

2.  Child support obligation during period that 
obligor is assisted obligor.  For the period during 
which an obligor is an assisted obligor and for 2 weeks 
thereafter, the assisted obligor's child support obliga-
tion is automatically suspended.  At the end of the 2 
weeks, the obligor's child support obligation resumes 
automatically at the same level at which it was sus-
pended unless modified by an order entered pursuant 
to subsection 3. 

A debt previously incurred under section 2301 may 
not be collected from a responsible parent while that 
parent is an assisted obligor, except that such a debt 
may be collected from nonrecurring lump sum income, 
as defined in Title 22, section 3762, subsection 11, 
paragraph A, of a responsible parent while that parent 
is an assisted obligor. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect July 
1, 2012. 

Effective July 1, 2012.  

CHAPTER 551 

 S.P. 547 - L.D. 1648 

An Act To Clarify the Site  
Location of Development Laws 
Regarding Exemptions for 
Previously Developed Sites 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §488, first ¶, as amended 
by PL 1997, c. 72, §3, is further amended to read: 

This article does not apply to any development in 
existence or in possession of applicable state or local 
licenses to operate or under construction on January 1, 
1970, or to any development the construction and op-
eration of which has been specifically authorized by 
the Legislature prior to May 9, 1970, or to public ser-
vice corporation transmission lines, except transmis-
sion lines carrying 100 kilovolts or more, nor does it 
apply to the renewal or revision of leases of parcels of 
land upon which a structure or structures have been 
located as of March 15, 1972, nor to the rebuilding or 
reconstruction of natural gas pipelines or transmission 
lines within the same right-of-way. For purposes of 
this paragraph, development that reuses a building and 
associated facilities in existence on January 1, 1970 is 
exempt from review under this article.  When deter-
mining if development meets the definition of "devel-

opment of state or regional significance that may sub-
stantially affect the environment" and therefore is sub-
ject to review under this article, the department may 
not consider development in existence on January 1, 
1970 that is exempt from review pursuant to this para-
graph.  When reviewing a proposal for development of 
state or regional significance that may substantially 
affect the environment under this article, the depart-
ment may not consider in the review any development 
in existence on January 1, 1970 that is exempt from 
review pursuant to this paragraph. 

Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §488, sub-§15, as amended 
by PL 1997, c. 748, §4, is further amended to read: 

15.  Exemption for former military bases.  De-
velopment on a military base at the time ownership of 
the military base is acquired by a state or local devel-
opment authority is exempt from review under this 
article.  Subsequent transfer of ownership or lease of a 
former military base or any portion of a former mili-
tary base by a state or local development authority to 
another entity does not affect the exemption granted 
under this subsection.  Development proposed or oc-
curring on a former military base after ownership of 
the military base is acquired by a state or local devel-
opment authority is subject to review under this arti-
cle, except that section 482, subsection 2, paragraph E 
does not apply to the development to the extent that 
the development reuses a building and associated fa-
cilities in existence on September 29, 1995. 

For purposes of this subsection, "military base" means 
all property under the ownership or control of a federal 
military authority prior to the acquisition of ownership 
by a state or local development authority, the owner-
ship of which is subsequently acquired by a state or 
local development authority.  For purposes of this sub-
section, "ownership" means a fee interest or leasehold 
interest in property. 

A.  Development that is not exempt under this 
subsection is subject to review under this article if 
it meets the definition of "development of state or 
regional significance that may substantially affect 
the environment." 

B.  When reviewing a proposal for development 
of state or regional significance that may substan-
tially affect the environment, the department may 
not consider in the review any development that is 
exempt from review pursuant to this subsection. 

Sec. 3.  38 MRSA §488, sub-§§26, 27 and 
28 are enacted to read: 

26.  Exemption for existing ski area facilities.  
New construction at or a modification of a ski area 
facility permitted pursuant to this article is exempt 
from review under this article as provided in this sub-
section. 




