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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2011

proved program and a course of not less than
45 hours in the current National Electrical
Code, the course to be approved by the board.
Persons qualifying under this paragraph may
sit for the journeyman's examination after
completion of the 576 hours of instruction if
application is made within one year of the
completion of the instruction.

Sec. 16. 34-A MRSA §1403, sub-§9, qF, as
amended by PL 1987, c. 589, is further amended to
read:

F. The commissioner shall, in consultation with
the ! . ST .
Maine Apprenticeship Program established in Ti-
tle 26, section 3202, develop policies concerning
job displacement and safety and policies to de-
velop opportunities in the prison industries pro-
grams.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 492
S.P. 285 - L.D. 897

An Act To Amend the
Application Process for the
Progressive Treatment
Program

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 34-B MRSA §3873-A, sub-§§1 to 3,
as enacted by PL 2009, c. 651, §29, are amended to
read:

1. Application. The superintendent or chief ad-
ministrative officer of a psychiatric hospital, the com-
missioner of, the director of an ACT team, exeeptas

H i > a medical practitioner, a law
enforcement officer or the legal guardian of the patient
who is the subject of the application may obtain an
order from the District Court to admit a patient to a
progressive treatment program upon the following
conditions:

A. The patient suffers from a severe and persis-
tent mental illness;

B. The patient poses a likelihood of serious harm;

C. The patient has the benefit of a suitable indi-
vidualized treatment plan;

D. Communityresourees Licensed and qualified

community providers are available to support the
treatment plan;

E. The patient is unlikely to follow the treatment
plan voluntarily;
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F. Court-ordered compliance will help to protect
the patient from interruptions in treatment, re-
lapses or deterioration of mental health; and

G. Compliance will enable the patient to survive
more safely in a community setting without pos-
ing a likelihood of serious harm.

2. Contents of the application. The application
must be accompanied by a certificate of a medical
practitioner providing the facts and opinions necessary
to support the application. The certificate must indi-
cate that the examiner's opinions are based on one or
more recent examinations of the patient or upon the
examiner's recent personal treatment of the patient.
Opinions of the examiner may be based on personal
observation er-es and must include a consideration of
history and information from other sources considered
reliable by the examiner when such sources are avail-
able. The application must include a proposed indi-
vidualized treatment plan and identify one or more
licensed and qualified community providers willing to

support the plan.

The applicant must also provide a written statement
certifying that a copy of the application and the ac-
companying documents have been given personally to
the patient and that the patient and the patient's guard-
ian or next of kin, if any, have been notified of:

A. The patient's right to retain an attorney or to
have an attorney appointed;

B. The patient's right to select or to have the pa-
tient's attorney select an independent examiner;
and

C. How to contact the District Court.

3. Notice of hearing. Upon receipt by the Dis-
trict Court of the application or any motion relating to
the application, the court shall cause written notice of
hearing to be mailed within 2 days to the applicant, to
the patient and to the following persons if known: to
anyone serving as the patient's guardian and to the
patient's spouse, a parent or an adult child, if any. If
no immediate relatives are known or can be located,
notice must be mailed to a person identified as the
patient's next of kin or a friend, if any are known. If
the applicant has reason to believe that notice to any
individual would pose risk of harm to the patient, no-
tice to that individual may not be given. A docket
entry is sufficient evidence that notice under this sub-
section has been given. If the patient is not hospital-
ized, the applicant shall serve the notice of hearing
upon the patient personally and provide proof of ser-
vice to the court.

Sec. 2. 34-B MRSA §3873-A, sub-§10, as
enacted by PL 2009, c. 651, §29, is repealed.

See title page for effective date.
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