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lished in accordance with subsection 2 must be borne
by the utility and may not be recovered in rates.

4. Fees for make-ready work. A transmission
and distribution utility serving more than 500,000 re-
tail customers may charge a customer taking poly-
phase service the actual costs of make-ready work
associated with that customer's service. A transmission
and distribution utility serving more than 500,000 re-
tail customers may not charge a customer taking
single-phase service for make-ready work associated
with that customer's service. A transmission and dis-
tribution utility serving more than 500,000 retail cus-
tomers may recover costs associated with such single-
phase service make-ready work in rates.

5. Rules. The commission shall adopt rules to
implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this

subsection are routine technical rules as defined in
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Nothing in this section may be construed to limit
the activities of a transmission and distribution utility
serving 500,000 or fewer retail customers.

See title page for effective date.
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C to require a budget approval by the governing
body of the alternative organizational structure in-
stead of a meeting of the voters of all of the mem-
ber entities of the alternative organizational struc-
ture. The change in procedure must be authorized
by a majority of the total number of voters of all
of the member entities in the alternative organiza-
tional structure at the next statewide election. The
article to be voted upon must be in substantially
the following form:

"Article: Do you favor changing the (name
of alternative organizational structure) budget
approval procedure from a meeting of the
voters to a vote by the governing body of the
alternative organizational structure?

Yes No"

If approved by the voters, the budget approval
procedure changes to a majority vote of the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational
structure at a budget meeting. This procedure
must remain in effect for at least 3 budget years
before the alternative organizational structure may
return to the requirement that a budget be ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the

CHAPTER 485
H.P. 1248 - L.D. 1696

An Act To Modify the
Alternative Organizational
Structure Budget Approval

Process

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§3, qC,
as enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, §5, is amended to read:

C. The budget procedures of member entities of
an alternative organizational structure must con-
form to the format and referendum procedures set
forth in sections 1485 and 1486 for regional
school units. The budget of the alternative organ-
izational structure must be approved at a meeting
of the voters of all of the member entities con-
ducted in accordance with the procedures applica-
ble to a regional school unit budget meeting ex-
cept as provided in paragraph D. The budget of
an alternative organizational structure is not sub-
ject to a separate budget validation referendum as
described in section 1486.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§3, D is

enacted to read:

D. The governing body of an alternative organ-
izational structure, by majority vote, may author-
ize_a change in the alternative organizational
structure budget approval procedures in paragraph
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member entities of the alternative organizational
structure.

An article to consider reinstatement of the budget
approval procedure in which the budget is ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the
member entities may be placed on a warrant for
referendum vote by either a majority vote of the

governing body of the alternative organizational
structure or by a written petition to the governing

body of the alternative organizational structure
signed by a number of voters of member entities
of the alternative organizational structure equal to
at least 10% of the voters who voted in the last
gubernatorial election in the member entities of
the alternative organizational structure. The gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational
structure shall place the article on the next sched-
uled warrant or an earlier one if determined ap-
propriate by the governing body of the alternative
organizational structure. The article to be voted
upon must be in substantially the following form:
"Article: Do you favor changing the (name
of alternative organizational structure) budget
approval procedure from a vote by the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational
structure to a meeting of the voters?

Yes No"

If approved by a majority of the total number of
voters of all of the member entities in the alterna-

tive organizational structure, the budget approval
procedure changes to a meeting of the voters of all
of the member entities of the alternative organiza-

tional structure beginning in the next budget year
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or the following budget year if the approval oc-
curs less than 90 days before the start of the next
budget year. Once approved by the voters, this
procedure may not be changed for at least 3

budget years.
See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 486
H.P. 1261 - L.D. 1709

An Act To Amend the
Limited-entry Program for
Taking Lobsters in the
Monhegan Lobster
Conservation Area

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6421, sub-§5, 4C, as cor-
rected by RR 2001, c. 2, Pt. A, §14, is amended to
read:

C. Meets the requirements of the apprentice pro-
gram under section 6422 erseetion-6475; or

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §6422, sub-§4, as amended
by PL 1999, c. 281, §1 and c. 490, §3, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6448, sub-§8, A, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 204, §8, is further amended to
read:

A. A person who is under 18 years of age who
successfully completed the requirements of the
apprentice program under section 6422 er—6475
and who submitted documentation of completion
of the apprentice program to the department be-
fore attaining 18 years of age may declare any
zone as that person's declared lobster zone as long
as the individual has met all apprentice program
rules that may have been adopted in that zone.

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §6448, sub-§8, 9E, as en-
acted by PL 2009, c. 294, §1, is amended to read:

E. A person who has either successfully com-
pleted the requirements of the apprentice program
under section 6422 er—6475 or held a Class I,
Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing li-
cense in the previous calendar year and who has
registered to enter an established island limited-
entry program as described under section 6449
may declare as that person's declared lobster zone
the zone in which that island limited-entry pro-
gram is located when the person becomes eligible
to enter the island limited-entry program.

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §6472, sub-§3, as enacted
by PL 2007, c. 219, §2, is amended to read:
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3. Trap limit. The-commissionershall-establish

i - The trap limit may—net-ex-
eeed—475 for the open season established pursuant to
subsection 2 is 400 traps per individual registered to
obtain Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area trap tags
under section 6474.

subehapter 2-A-
Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §6473, sub-§2, as enacted

by PL 2005, c. 239, §7, is repealed and the following
enacted in its place:

2. Exceptions. The following exceptions apply
to a person registered for Monhegan Lobster Conser-
vation Area trap tags under section 6474.

A. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a person regis-
tered for Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area
trap tags may serve as a crew member to assist in
the licensed activities under the direct supervision
of a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab
fishing license holder outside the Monhegan Lob-
ster Conservation Area.

B. Notwithstanding subsection 1, a person regis-
tered for Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area
trap tags who holds a federal lobster permit with a
Lobster Management Area 3 designation may fish
for or take lobsters from Lobster Management
Area 3, as identified in the Atlantic States Marine

Fisheries Commission Interstate Fishery Man-
agement Plan for American Lobster.
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