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PUBLIC LAW, C. 483

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 5, 2012.

CHAPTER 483
H.P. 1279 - L.D. 1729

An Act To Clarify the
Minimum Wage Law as It
Relates to People with
Disabilities
Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 26 MRSA §666, as amended by PL
1971, c. 620, §13, is further amended to read:

§666. Workers with disabilities

For any employment i# to which the minimum
wage is applicable, the director may issue to an em-
ployer for any person physieally-handicapped-by-age;
or-otherwise; with a disability a special certificate au-
thorizing the

employer to
pay that person a wage less than the minimum wage,

based on the ability of the person to perform the duties
required for that employment in comparison to the
ability of a person who does not have a disability to
perform the same duties. The director may hold sueh
hearings and conduct sueh investigations as he—shal
deem necessary for the purpose of fixing the special
minimum wage for the licensee person. Such-license
A certificate is valid for 2 years from the date of issue
and may be renewed from-time-te-time by the director.
The director may issue a certificate to cover several
employees with disabilities as long as the employer
provides documentation justifying the special mini-

mum wage.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 484
H.P. 695 - L.D. 935

An Act To Create Fair and
Open Competition in Line
Extension Construction

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §315 is enacted to read:
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§315. Transmission and distribution utility line
extension construction

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

A. "Line" has the same meaning as in section
314, subsection 1, paragraph A.

B. "Make-ready work" means work necessary to
connect a line extension to existing utility infra-
structure.

2. Line extension charge. Amounts charged by
a transmission and distribution utility serving more
than 500,000 retail customers for a line extension are
governed by this subsection.

A. Through a proceeding or rulemaking and in
accordance with this section and section 314, the
commission shall establish the method to be used
by a transmission and distribution utility serving
more than 500,000 retail customers for line exten-
sion pricing. The method may include the amount
to be charged per foot for the completion of a line
extension.

B. Revenue received by a transmission and dis-
tribution utility serving more than 500,000 retail
customers from a telephone utility may not be
used to offset the total cost of or amount charged
to a customer for a line extension.

C. A transmission and distribution utility serving
more than 500,000 retail customers shall report

annually to the commission, on a date determined

by the commission, the total amount charged to
customers for line extensions and the total actual

costs to the transmission and distribution utility
serving more than 500,000 retail customers to
complete those line extensions for a prior
12-month period determined by the commission.

D. If a report pursuant to paragraph C demon-
strates that charges to customers for line exten-
sions are less than 95% of total actual costs or
greater than 105% of total actual costs during the

reporting period, the commission, within 30 days
of the date of the filing of the report, shall open an

investigation to determine the appropriate adjust-
ments to_be made to the method used by the

transmission and distribution utility pursuant to
paragraph A to establish the amount charged to a
customer for a line extension so that the total
amount charged to customers is no less than 95%
and no more than 105% of total actual costs for
the line extensions.

3. Cost recovery. Any cost associated with con-
struction of a line extension that is not recovered by a
transmission and distribution utility serving more than
500,000 retail customers through the charges estab-
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lished in accordance with subsection 2 must be borne
by the utility and may not be recovered in rates.

4. Fees for make-ready work. A transmission
and distribution utility serving more than 500,000 re-
tail customers may charge a customer taking poly-
phase service the actual costs of make-ready work
associated with that customer's service. A transmission
and distribution utility serving more than 500,000 re-
tail customers may not charge a customer taking
single-phase service for make-ready work associated
with that customer's service. A transmission and dis-
tribution utility serving more than 500,000 retail cus-
tomers may recover costs associated with such single-
phase service make-ready work in rates.

5. Rules. The commission shall adopt rules to
implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this

subsection are routine technical rules as defined in
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Nothing in this section may be construed to limit
the activities of a transmission and distribution utility
serving 500,000 or fewer retail customers.

See title page for effective date.

PUBLIC LAW, C. 485

C to require a budget approval by the governing
body of the alternative organizational structure in-
stead of a meeting of the voters of all of the mem-
ber entities of the alternative organizational struc-
ture. The change in procedure must be authorized
by a majority of the total number of voters of all
of the member entities in the alternative organiza-
tional structure at the next statewide election. The
article to be voted upon must be in substantially
the following form:

"Article: Do you favor changing the (name
of alternative organizational structure) budget
approval procedure from a meeting of the
voters to a vote by the governing body of the
alternative organizational structure?

Yes No"

If approved by the voters, the budget approval
procedure changes to a majority vote of the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational
structure at a budget meeting. This procedure
must remain in effect for at least 3 budget years
before the alternative organizational structure may
return to the requirement that a budget be ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the

CHAPTER 485
H.P. 1248 - L.D. 1696

An Act To Modify the
Alternative Organizational
Structure Budget Approval

Process

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§3, qC,
as enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, §5, is amended to read:

C. The budget procedures of member entities of
an alternative organizational structure must con-
form to the format and referendum procedures set
forth in sections 1485 and 1486 for regional
school units. The budget of the alternative organ-
izational structure must be approved at a meeting
of the voters of all of the member entities con-
ducted in accordance with the procedures applica-
ble to a regional school unit budget meeting ex-
cept as provided in paragraph D. The budget of
an alternative organizational structure is not sub-
ject to a separate budget validation referendum as
described in section 1486.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§3, D is

enacted to read:

D. The governing body of an alternative organ-
izational structure, by majority vote, may author-
ize_a change in the alternative organizational
structure budget approval procedures in paragraph
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member entities of the alternative organizational
structure.

An article to consider reinstatement of the budget
approval procedure in which the budget is ap-
proved at a meeting of the voters of all of the
member entities may be placed on a warrant for
referendum vote by either a majority vote of the

governing body of the alternative organizational
structure or by a written petition to the governing

body of the alternative organizational structure
signed by a number of voters of member entities
of the alternative organizational structure equal to
at least 10% of the voters who voted in the last
gubernatorial election in the member entities of
the alternative organizational structure. The gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational
structure shall place the article on the next sched-
uled warrant or an earlier one if determined ap-
propriate by the governing body of the alternative
organizational structure. The article to be voted
upon must be in substantially the following form:
"Article: Do you favor changing the (name
of alternative organizational structure) budget
approval procedure from a vote by the gov-
erning body of the alternative organizational
structure to a meeting of the voters?

Yes No"

If approved by a majority of the total number of
voters of all of the member entities in the alterna-

tive organizational structure, the budget approval
procedure changes to a meeting of the voters of all
of the member entities of the alternative organiza-

tional structure beginning in the next budget year






