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ing hard-of-hearing and late deafened late-deafened 
persons and possess the ability to communicate on a 
meaningful basis with those persons. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 475 

 H.P. 1218 - L.D. 1609 

An Act To Ensure the Safety of 
Bait Used in Maine's Fishery 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, local sources of bait are scarce and 
lobstermen are being driven to expand their search for 
bait; and 

Whereas, the importation of marine and fresh-
water fish to be used as bait from various parts of the 
world may pose a risk to Maine's marine environment; 
and 

Whereas, the fishing industry and marine scien-
tists are concerned that Maine's lobster resource and 
other fisheries could be endangered by the introduc-
tion of this bait if it is contaminated by pathogens; and 

Whereas, action must be taken immediately to 
prevent the use of bait that presents an unacceptable 
risk to Maine's marine environment and Maine's fish-
eries; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6432-A, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 203, §2 and affected by §3, is 
amended to read: 

2.  Prima facie evidence.  The possession of offal 
or a marine organism prohibited pursuant to subsec-
tion 4 while fishing for or taking lobster or crabs is 
prima facie evidence of a violation of this section. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §6432-A, sub-§§3 to 5 are 
enacted to read: 

3.  Exception for freshwater organisms.  Not-
withstanding subsection 1, a person may use a fresh-
water organism as bait to fish for or take lobster or 
crabs if that freshwater organism and the location from 
which that freshwater organism has been harvested 

have been identified as acceptable on a list maintained 
by the commissioner pursuant to subsection 5. 

4.  Use of marine organism as bait.  The com-
missioner may prohibit the use of marine organisms as 
bait to fish for or take lobster or crabs.  A marine or-
ganism prohibited pursuant to this subsection and the 
location from which that marine organism is harvested 
must be identified on a list maintained by the commis-
sioner pursuant to subsection 5. 

5.  Lists of freshwater organisms acceptable as 
bait and prohibited marine organisms.  The com-
missioner may maintain a list of freshwater organisms 
that are acceptable as bait to fish for or take lobster or 
crabs, including the location from which those fresh-
water organisms are harvested.  The commissioner 
may maintain a list of marine organisms that are pro-
hibited as bait to fish for or take lobster or crabs, in-
cluding the location from which those marine organ-
isms are harvested.  The commissioner may adopt rou-
tine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter 2-A that contain the criteria for inclusion 
on the lists. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective February 22, 2012. 

CHAPTER 476 

 S.P. 533 - L.D. 1623 

An Act To Simplify Toll  
Discounts and Amend Certain 
Powers and Procedures of the 
Maine Turnpike Authority 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, electronic tolling has rendered obso-
lete a 1981 statute requiring the Maine Turnpike Au-
thority to offer a specific form of commuter discount; 
and 

Whereas, the lingering mandate severely inter-
feres with the turnpike authority's ability to deploy 
modern electronic toll systems; and 

Whereas, effective use of electronic tolls is es-
sential to yield greater traffic capacity at certain con-
gested turnpike toll plazas; and 

Whereas, an immediate resolution of these is-
sues would permit the turnpike authority to offer im-
proved service and simpler discounts to a broader 
cross-section of travelers without requiring them to 
make quarterly advance payments which might other-




