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PUBLIC LAW, C. 432

CHAPTER 432
H.P. 442 - L.D. 559

An Act To Protect Owners of
Private Property against
Trespass

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, approximately 90% of the land used
by the public for outdoor recreational activities is pri-
vately owned; and

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect
prior to the next hunting season to enhance landowner
relations; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 811227, sub-82, as enacted
by PL 2009, c. 70, §1, is amended to read:

2. Placement of bait. A person may not place or
hunt over bait unless—the without the oral or written
permission of the landowner or the landowner's agent.
The bait site s must be plainly labeled with a 2-inch-
by-4-inch tag identifying the name and address of the
person establishing the bait site. This subsection does
not apply to bear baiting, which is governed by section
11301.

A. A person who violates this subsection com-
mits a civil violation for which a fine of not less
than $100 or more than $500 may be adjudged.

B. A person who violates this subsection after
having been adjudicated as having committed 3 or
more civil violations under this Part within the
previous 5-year period commits a Class E crime.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA 811228 is enacted to read:
811228. Hunting with dogs

1. Collar required. A person may not hunt with
a dog in pursuit of bear, coyote or bobcat unless the
dog has a collar that legibly provides the name, tele-
phone number and address of the owner of that dog.

A. A person who violates this subsection com-
mits a civil violation for which a fine of not less
than $100 or more than $500 may be adjudged.

B. A person who violates this subsection after
having been adjudicated as having committed 3 or
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more civil violations under this Part within the
previous 5-year period commits a Class E crime.

2. Limit on number of dogs. A person or per-
sons may not use more than 6 dogs at any one time to
hunt coyotes or bobcats. A person who violates this
subsection commits a Class E crime.

3. Night hunting with dogs. A person may not
use a dog to hunt coyotes during the period from 30
minutes after sunset to 30 minutes before sunrise. A

person who violates this subsection commits a Class E
crime.

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA 811301, sub-81, as affected
by PL 2003, c. 614, §9 and amended by c. 655, Pt. B,
§156 and affected by §422, is further amended to read:

1. Bear baiting. A person may not use bait to
hunt or trap black bear, unless:

A. The bait is placed at least 50 yards from a
travel way that is accessible by a conventional
2-wheel-drive or 4-wheel-drive vehicle;

B. The stand, blind or bait area is plainly labeled
with a 2-inch-by-4-inch tag with the name and
address of the baiter;

C. The bait is placed more than 500 yards from a
site permitted or licensed for the disposal of solid
waste or a campground;

D. The bait is placed more than 500 yards from
an occupied dwelling, unless written permission is
granted by the owner or lessee;

E. The bait is placed not more than 30 days be-
fore the opening day of the season and not after
October 31st;

F. The bait areas will be cleaned up by November
10th, as defined by the state litter laws; and

G. The person hunting from a stand or blind of
another person has permission of the owner of
that stand or blind.

A person may not use bait to hunt or trap black bear
without the oral or written permission of the land-
owner.

Sec. 4. 17-A MRSA 8402, sub-84, B, as
enacted by PL 1995, c. 529, §2, is amended to read:

B. Paint markings mean that access is prohibited
without permission of the landowner or the land-
owner's agent. Paint markings must consist of 2
painted horizontal lines per tree, post or other ob-
ject.

(1) Each line must be a minimum of 2 inches
high and at least as long as the width of the
object, but need not be more than 8 inches
long.
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(2) Lines must be painted on the side of the
tree, post or other object that is visible to a
person approaching the restricted property
and must be painted within an area 3 feet to 6
feet above ground level.

(3) The paint must be silver or aluminum
colored.

This paragraph is repealed September 12, 2012.
Sec. 5. 17-A MRSA 8402, sub-84, B-1 is

enacted to read:

B-1. Paint markings made pursuant to this para-
graph mean that access is prohibited without per-
mission of the landowner or the landowner's
agent. Paint markings made pursuant to this para-
graph must consist of a conspicuous vertical line
at least one inch in width and at least 8 inches in
length and must be placed so that the bottoms of
the marks are not less than 3 feet from the ground
or more than 5 feet from the ground at locations
that are readily visible to any person approaching
the property and no more than 100 feet apart.
Paint markings may be placed on trees, posts or
stones as described in this paragraph. The De-
partment of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry
shall adopt rules to determine the color and type
of paint that may be used to post property pursu-
ant to this paragraph. Rules adopted pursuant to
this paragraph are routine technical rules pursuant
to Title 5. chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective July 6, 2011.

CHAPTER 433
H.P. 200 - L.D. 247

An Act To Amend the Gift
Card Laws

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 33 MRSA 81953, sub-81, G, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 696, §1, is further amended to
read:

G. A gift obligation or stored-value card, 2 years
after December 31st of the year in which the obli-
gation or the most recent transaction involving the
obligation or stored-value card occurred, which-
ever is later, including the initial issuance and any
subsequent addition of value to the obligation or

stored-value card. A-—period-oflimitation-maynet
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(1) The amount unclaimed is 60% of the gift
obligation's or stored-value card's face value.

(2) A gift obligation or stored-value card
sold on or after December 31, 2011 is not
presumed abandoned if the gift obligation or
stored-value card was sold by a single issuer
who in the past calendar year sold no more
than $250.000 in face value of gift obliga-
tions or stored-value cards. Sales of gift obli-
gations and stored-value cards are considered
sales by a single issuer if the sales were by
businesses that operate either:

(a) Under common ownership or control
with another business or businesses in
the State; or

(b) As franchised outlets of a parent
business.

(3) A period of limitation may not be im-
posed on the owner's right to redeem the gift
obligation or stored-value card.

(4) Notwithstanding section 1956, fees or
charges may not be imposed on gift obliga-
tions or stored-value cards, except that the is-
suer may charge a transaction fee for the ini-
tial issuance and for each occurrence of add-
ing value to an existing gift obligation or
stored-value card. These transaction fees
must be disclosed in a separate writing prior
to the initial issuance or referenced on the gift
obligation or stored-value card.

(5) Beginning November 1, 2008, if the gift
obligation or stored-value card is redeemed in
person and a balance of less than $5 remains






