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(3)  Inability to travel to the polls if the voter 
is a resident of a coastal island ward or pre-
cinct. 

Sec. 24.  21-A MRSA §753-B, sub-§8, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 253, §48, is further amended 
to read: 

8.  Absentee voting in presence of clerk.  A per-
son who wishes to vote by absentee ballot may, with-
out completing an application, vote by absentee ballot 
in the presence of the clerk, except as provided in sub-
section 2.  The method of voting is otherwise as pre-
scribed in this article.  After the person has voted, the 
clerk shall sign the affidavit on the return envelope as 
a witness, indicate on the envelope that the voter voted 
in the presence of a clerk and ensure that the affidavit 
on the return envelope is properly completed by the 
voter.  For the 45 days preceding an election, during 
the hours when the clerk's office is open and may be 
conducting absentee voting, the display or distribution 
of any advertising material intended to influence a 
voter's decision regarding a candidate or question on 
the ballot for that election is prohibited within the 
clerk's office and on public property within 250 feet of 
the entrance to the building in which the clerk's office 
is located. 

This subsection does not apply to the display or distri-
bution of any campaign advertising material on private 
property that is within 250 feet of the entrance to the 
building in which the clerk's office is located.  For 
purposes of this section, "private property" includes 
privately owned property subject to a public right-of-
way that is an easement right-of-way. 

This subsection does not apply to campaign advertis-
ing material on automobiles traveling to and from the 
municipal office or parked on municipal property 
while the occupants are visiting the municipal office to 
conduct municipal business.  It does not prohibit a 
person who is at the municipal office for the purpose 
of conducting municipal business or for absentee vot-
ing from wearing a campaign button when the longest 
dimension of the button does not exceed 3 inches. 

Sec. 25.  21-A MRSA §777-A, as amended by 
PL 2009, c. 563, §3, is further amended to read: 

§777-A.  Registration and enrollment 

Uniformed Notwithstanding the registration dead-
line in section 122, subsection 4-A, uniformed service 
voters or overseas voters may register or enroll at any 
time by completing a federal or state voter registration 
application form and filing it with the registrar or the 
Secretary of State in person, by mail or by electronic 
means authorized by the Secretary of State. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 400 
H.P. 436 - L.D. 553 

An Act To Improve Maine's 
Energy Security 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§3, ¶C, as amended 
by PL 2011, c. 55, §1, is further amended to read: 

C.  In consultation with the Efficiency Maine 
Trust Board, established in Title 5, section 
12004-G, subsection 10-C, prepare and submit a 
comprehensive state energy plan to the Governor 
and the Legislature by January 15, 2009 and sub-
mit an updated plan every 2 years thereafter. 
Within the comprehensive state energy plan, the 
director shall identify opportunities to lower the 
total cost of energy to consumers in this State and 
transmission capacity and infrastructure needs and 
recommend appropriate actions to lower the total 
cost of energy to consumers in this State and fa-
cilitate the development and integration of new 
renewable energy generation within the State and 
support the State's renewable resource portfolio 
requirements specified in Title 35-A, section 3210 
and wind energy development goals specified in 
Title 35-A, section 3404. The comprehensive state 
energy plan must include a section that specifies 
the State's progress in meeting the oil dependence 
reduction targets in subsection 5.  The office shall 
make recommendations, if needed, for additional 
legislative and administrative actions to ensure 
that the State can meet the reduction targets in 
subsection 5. The recommendations must include 
a cost and resource estimate for technology devel-
opment needed to meet the reduction targets; 

Sec. 2.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§5 is enacted to read: 

5.  Oil dependence reduction plan.  The office, 
with input from stakeholders and in consultation with 
the Efficiency Maine Trust, shall develop a plan to 
reduce the use of oil in all sectors of the economy in 
this State. The plan must: 

A.  Be designed to achieve the targets of reducing 
the State's consumption of oil by at least 30% 
from 2007 levels by 2030 and by at least 50% 
from 2007 levels by 2050; 

B.  Focus on near-term policies and infrastructure 
changes that set the State on a reasonable trajec-
tory to meet the 2030 and 2050 targets in para-
graph A; 

C.  Prioritize the improvement of energy effi-
ciency and the transition to the use of alternative 
energy sources for heating and transportation; and 
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D.  Draw on existing state data and studies rather 
than new analyses, including, but not limited to, 
analyses and data from the State's climate action 
plan pursuant to Title 38, section 577 and the  
progress updates to the climate action plan under 
Title 38, section 578, the comprehensive state en-
ergy plan pursuant to subsection 3, paragraph C, 
the Efficiency Maine Trust's triennial plan pursu-
ant to Title 35-A, section 10104, subsection 4 and 
analyses completed by the Federal Government, 
nonprofit organizations and other stakeholders. 

Sec. 3.  Report.  The Director of the Governor's 
Office of Energy Independence and Security shall 
submit the report required under the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 2, section 9, subsection 5 to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over energy, utilities and technology matters by 
December 1, 2012 with any suggested legislation. The 
report must include a cost and resource estimate for 
technology development needed to meet the oil de-
pendence reduction targets. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 401 
 H.P. 54 - L.D. 66 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Governing the Capital Reserve 

Funds of the Maine  
Educational Loan Authority 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the Maine Educational Loan Authority 
will not be able to create or establish any capital re-
serve funds after June 30, 2011; and 

Whereas, immediate enactment of this legisla-
tion is necessary to ensure that the Maine Educational 
Loan Authority's authority to create or establish capital 
reserve funds does not lapse; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §11424, sub-§1, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 40, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

1.  Capital reserve fund.  The authority may cre-
ate and establish one or more capital reserve funds and 
may pay into any such capital reserve fund any money 
appropriated and made available by the State for the 
purposes of any such fund, any proceeds of the sale by 
the authority of bonds to the extent determined by the 
authority and any other money available to the author-
ity.  The authority may not create or establish any 
capital reserve fund under this section after June 30, 
2011 2017. 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §11424, sub-§6, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 40, §3, is further amended to 
read: 

6.  Bonds outstanding.  The authority may not 
have at any one time outstanding bonds to which sub-
section 5 is stated in the trust agreement or other 
document to apply in principal amount exceeding 
$300,000,000 $225,000,000.  The amount of bonds 
issued to refund bonds previously issued may not be 
taken into account in determining the principal amount 
of the bonds outstanding, as long as the proceeds of 
the refunding bonds are applied as promptly as possi-
ble to the refunding of the previously issued bonds.  In 
computing the total amount of bonds of the authority 
that may at any time be outstanding for any purpose, 
the amount of the outstanding bonds that have been 
issued as capital appreciation bonds or as similar in-
struments must be valued as of any date of calculation 
at their current accreted value rather than their face 
value. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 22, 2011. 

CHAPTER 402 
 S.P. 352 - L.D. 1152 

An Act To Amend the Child 
and Family Services and Child 

Protection Act 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §4002, sub-§9-D is enacted 
to read: 

9-D.  Resource family.  "Resource family" means 
a person or persons who provide care to a child in the 
child welfare system and who are foster parents, per-
manency guardians, adoptive parents or members of 
the child's extended birth family. 

Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §4012, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 1979, c. 733, §18, is amended to read: 




