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purposes only, the Maine Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention's access to the facility-specific infec-
tion rates for nosocomial MRSA contained in the net-
work database; 

4.  Authorization to Maine Health Data Or-
ganization regarding MRSA data.  Upon completion 
of data validation by the Maine Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention in partnership with a statewide 
collaborative for infection prevention, authorize, for 
public reporting purposes only, the Maine Health Data 
Organization's access to the facility-specific infection 
rates for nosocomial MRSA contained in the network 
database; 

5.  Submission of C. diff data.  Beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2012, submit to the network infection data for 
nosocomial Clostridium difficile, referred to in this 
section as "C. diff," for all inpatients on a monthly 
basis in accordance with the protocols defined by the 
United States Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; 

6.  Access to C. diff data.  No later than July 1, 
2012, authorize, for public health surveillance pur-
poses only, the Maine Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention's access to the facility-specific infection 
rates for nosocomial C. diff contained in the network 
database; and 

7.  Authorization to Maine Health Data Or-
ganization regarding C. diff data.  Upon completion 
of data validation by the Maine Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention in partnership with a statewide 
collaborative for infection prevention, authorize, for 
public reporting purposes only, the Maine Health Data 
Organization's access to the facility-specific infection 
rates for nosocomial C. diff contained in the network 
database.  

The Maine Health Data Organization shall adopt 
rules regarding public reporting of data reported to the 
United States Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention re-
garding MRSA and C. diff in accordance with this 
section.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are 
major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 
375, subchapter 2-A.  

Sec. 2.  Rulemaking.  The Department of 
Health and Human Services shall undertake the rule-
making required by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
22, section 8761 and must provisionally adopt and 
submit to the Legislature the rules on public reporting 
of data reported to the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention regarding methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus and Clostridium difficile no 
later than January 15, 2012. 

Sec. 3.  Maine Revised Statutes headnote 
amended; revision clause.  In the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 22, chapter 1684-A, in the chapter 

headnote, the words "screening for methicillin-
resistant staphylococcus aureus" are amended to read 
"screening for methicillin-resistant staphylococcus 
aureus and clostridium difficile" and the Revisor of 
Statutes shall implement this revision when updating, 
publishing or republishing the statutes. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 317 
 S.P. 371 - L.D. 1250 

An Act To Improve Oil Storage 
Facility Operator Training 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §564, sub-§2-A, ¶L, as 
enacted by PL 2009, c. 319, §7, is amended to read: 

L.  Operators to complete a department training 
program that meets the minimum requirements 
specified by the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency under 42 United States Code, Sec-
tion 6991i (2007).  The training program must 
provide certification for the successful completion 
of the program, which must be renewed every 2 
years.  Training may be provided by a 3rd party if 
approved by the department. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 318 
 S.P. 386 - L.D. 1265 

An Act To Allow the  
Unclaimed Remains of a  
Veteran To Have Proper  

Burial 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2900 is enacted to read: 

§2900.  Cremated remains of a veteran 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "National cemetery" means a cemetery under 
the control of the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs, National Cemetery Administra-
tion. 

B.  "Veteran" means a person who served in and 
was honorably discharged from active duty: 

(1)  In the Armed Forces of the United States; 
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(2)  In the Army or Air Force National Guard 
in a full-time status; or 

(3)  As a reservist in the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

C.  "Veterans' service organization" means an as-
sociation, corporation or other entity that qualifies 
under Section 501(c)(3) or Section 501(c)(19) of 
the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as amended, as a tax-exempt organization that has 
been organized for the benefit of veterans and 
recognized or chartered by the United States Con-
gress or a nonprofit corporation, association or en-
tity that specifically assists in facilitating the iden-
tification and interment of unclaimed remains of 
veterans. 

2.  Cremated remains of veterans.  A funeral di-
rector or other authorized person who has held in the 
funeral director's or other authorized person's posses-
sion the cremated remains of a veteran for more than 
one year from the date of cremation may determine 
pursuant to the provisions of this section if the cre-
mated remains are those of a veteran and, if the funeral 
director or other authorized person determines that the 
cremated remains are those of a veteran, the funeral 
director or other authorized person may dispose of the 
remains pursuant to this section. 

3.  Sharing information.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, a funeral director or other au-
thorized person under subsection 2 may share informa-
tion concerning cremated remains in the funeral direc-
tor's or other authorized person's possession with the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs, a veter-
ans' service organization or a national cemetery to 
determine whether the cremated remains are those of a 
veteran. 

4.  Disposition of veterans' remains.  If a funeral 
director or other authorized person determines that 
cremated remains in the funeral director's or other au-
thorized person's possession are those of a veteran 
pursuant to this section and the funeral director or 
other authorized person has not received instructions 
as to the final disposition of the cremated remains 
from the person lawfully in control of the final dispo-
sition of the cremated remains, the funeral director or 
other authorized person may dispose of the cremated 
remains or relinquish possession of the cremated re-
mains to a veterans' service organization pursuant to 
section 2843 and this subsection. The cremated re-
mains of a veteran disposed of or relinquished pursu-
ant to this subsection must be finally disposed of in a 
national cemetery or other government-owned or  
government-operated veterans' cemetery or in a ceme-
tery or with a cemetery corporation under Title 13, 
chapter 83 where veterans' graves are memorialized by 
a veterans' marker or that has a veterans' section. 

5.  Release from liability.  A funeral director, 
other authorized person or veterans' service organiza-
tion is not liable and is released from any legal obliga-
tion other than a legal obligation imposed under this 
section regarding the release or sharing of information 
or the disposing of or relinquishing of the remains of a 
veteran, except in the case of gross negligence or will-
ful misconduct. 

6.  Reimbursement.  The estate of a veteran 
whose remains are the subject of disposition under this 
section is responsible for reimbursing a funeral direc-
tor, other authorized person or veterans' service or-
ganization for all reasonable expenses incurred in ac-
tivities conducted under this section. 

7.  Record.  A funeral director or other authorized 
person shall maintain a record identifying a veterans' 
service organization that receives a veteran's remains 
from the funeral director or other authorized person 
under this section and of the site designated for final 
disposition of the veteran's remains relinquished or 
disposed of by the funeral director or other authorized 
person under this section. 

8.  Duty of funeral director or other authorized 
person.  This section does not require a funeral direc-
tor or other authorized person to determine the veteran 
status of cremated remains in the funeral director's or 
other authorized person's possession or to relinquish or 
dispose of a veteran's remains in the funeral director's 
or other authorized person's possession pursuant to this 
section if the funeral director or other authorized per-
son has a reasonable belief or is instructed by the per-
son in lawful control of the disposition of the veteran's 
remains that the veteran did not desire a funeral,  
burial-related services or ceremonies recognizing the 
veteran as a veteran. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 319 
 H.P. 841 - L.D. 1129 

An Act To Provide the  
Department of Environmental 

Protection with Regulatory 
Flexibility Regarding the  

Listing of Priority Chemicals 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §8060, sub-§7 is enacted to 
read: 

7.  Agenda listing required.  Notwithstanding 
any provision of law to the contrary, a rule may not be 
proposed pursuant to Title 38, chapter 16-D unless the 
chemicals affected by that proposed rule were specifi-
cally disclosed to the Legislature prior to the initiation 




