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5.  License suspension.  Surrender the person's 
motor vehicle operator's license, a license or permit 
issued to that person under Title 12, Part 13, subpart 4 
or a recreational vehicle registration or certificate is-
sued to that person under Title 12, Part 13, subpart 6 
for a period not exceeding 30 days.  The court may 
suspend an operator's license for any violation of sec-
tion 2264-A, subsection 1 or subsection 1-A that in-
volves the use of a motor vehicle. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 209 
 S.P. 191 - L.D. 611 

An Act Relating to Sales Tax 
on Certain Rental Vehicles 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §1752, sub-§11, ¶B, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2009, c. 434, §22, is 
amended to read: 

B.  "Retail sale" does not include: 

(1)   Any casual sale; 

(2)  Any sale by a personal representative in 
the settlement of an estate unless the sale is 
made through a retailer or the sale is made in 
the continuation or operation of a business; 

(3)  The sale, to a person engaged in the busi-
ness of renting automobiles, of automobiles, 
integral parts of automobiles or accessories to 
automobiles, for rental or for use in an auto-
mobile rented on a short-term basis for a pe-
riod of less than one year.  For the purposes 
of this subparagraph, "automobile" includes a 
pickup truck or van with a gross vehicle 
weight of less than 26,000 pounds; 

(4)  The sale, to a person engaged in the busi-
ness of renting video media and video equip-
ment, of video media or video equipment for 
rental; 

(5)  The sale, to a person engaged in the busi-
ness of renting or leasing automobiles, of 
automobiles for rental or lease for one year or 
more; 

(6)  The sale, to a person engaged in the busi-
ness of providing cable or satellite television 
services, of associated equipment for rental or 
lease to subscribers in conjunction with a sale 
of extended cable or extended satellite televi-
sion services; 

(7)  The sale, to a person engaged in the busi-
ness of renting furniture or audio media and 

audio equipment, of furniture, audio media or 
audio equipment for rental pursuant to a 
rental-purchase agreement as defined in Title 
9-A, section 11-105; 

(8)  The sale of loaner vehicles to a new vehi-
cle dealer licensed as such pursuant to Title 
29-A, section 953; 

(9)  The sale of automobile repair parts used 
in the performance of repair services on an 
automobile pursuant to an extended service 
contract sold on or after September 20, 2007 
that entitles the purchaser to specific benefits 
in the service of the automobile for a specific 
duration; 

(10)  The sale, to a retailer that has been is-
sued a resale certificate pursuant to section 
1754-B, subsection 2-B or 2-C, of tangible 
personal property for resale in the form of 
tangible personal property, except resale as a 
casual sale; 

(11)  The sale, to a retailer that has been is-
sued a resale certificate pursuant to section 
1754-B, subsection 2-B or 2-C, of a taxable 
service for resale, except resale as a casual 
sale; 

(12)  The sale, to a retailer that is not required 
to register under section 1754-B, of tangible 
personal property for resale outside the State 
in the form of tangible personal property, ex-
cept resale as a casual sale; 

(13)  The sale, to a retailer that is not required 
to register under section 1754-B, of a taxable 
service for resale outside the State, except re-
sale as a casual sale; or 

(14)  The sale of repair parts used in the per-
formance of repair services on telecommuni-
cations equipment as defined in section 2551, 
subsection 19 pursuant to an extended service 
contract that entitles the purchaser to specific 
benefits in the service of the telecommunica-
tions equipment for a specific duration. 

Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §1752, sub-§17-B, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 410, §2 and affected by §6, is 
further amended to read: 

17-B.  Taxable service.  "Taxable service" means 
the rental of living quarters in a hotel, rooming house, 
or tourist or trailer camp; the transmission and distri-
bution of electricity; the rental or lease of an automo-
bile; the rental or lease of a pickup truck or van with a 
gross vehicle weight of less than 26,000 pounds from a 
person primarily engaged in the business of renting 
automobiles; the sale of an extended service contract 
on an automobile that entitles the purchaser to specific 
benefits in the service of the automobile for a specific 
duration; and the sale of prepaid calling service. 
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Sec. 3.  36 MRSA §1760, sub-§92 is enacted 
to read: 

92.  Certain vehicle rentals.  The rental for a pe-
riod of less than one year of an automobile when the 
rental is to the service customer of a new vehicle 
dealer, as defined in Title 29-A, section 851, subsec-
tion 9, pursuant to a manufacturer's or new vehicle 
dealer's warranty and the rental fee is paid by that new 
vehicle dealer or warrantor. 

Sec. 4.  36 MRSA §1811, as amended by PL 
2007, c. 627, §51 and affected by §96, is further 
amended to read: 

§1811.  Sales tax 

A tax is imposed on the value of all tangible per-
sonal property and taxable services sold at retail in this 
State.  The rate of tax is 7% on the value of liquor sold 
in licensed establishments as defined in Title 28-A, 
section 2, subsection 15, in accordance with Title 
28-A, chapter 43; 7% on the value of rental of living 
quarters in any hotel, rooming house or tourist or 
trailer camp; 10% on the value of rental for a period of 
less than one year of an automobile, including of a 
pickup truck or van with a gross vehicle weight of less 
than 26,000 pounds rented from a person primarily 
engaged in the business of renting automobiles or of a 
loaner vehicle that is provided other than to a motor 
vehicle dealer's service customers pursuant to a manu-
facturer’s or dealer’s warranty; 7% on the value of 
prepared food; and 5% on the value of all other tangi-
ble personal property and taxable services.  Value is 
measured by the sale price, except as otherwise pro-
vided. The value of rental for a period of less than one 
year of an automobile or of a pickup truck or van with 
a gross vehicle weight of less than 26,000 pounds 
rented from a person primarily engaged in the business 
of renting automobiles is the total rental charged to the 
lessee and includes, but is not limited to, maintenance 
and service contracts, drop-off or pick-up fees, airport 
surcharges, mileage fees and any separately itemized 
charges on the rental agreement to recover the owner’s 
estimated costs of the charges imposed by government 
authority for title fees, inspection fees, local excise tax 
and agent fees on all vehicles in its rental fleet regis-
tered in the State.  All fees must be disclosed when an 
estimated quote is provided to the lessee. 

The tax imposed upon the sale and distribution of 
gas, water or electricity by any public utility, the rates 
for which sale and distribution are established by the 
Public Utilities Commission, must be added to the 
rates so established.  

Rental or lease of an automobile for one year or 
more must be taxed at the time of the lease or rental 
transaction at 5% of the following:  the total monthly 
lease payment multiplied by the number of payments 
in the lease or rental, the amount of equity involved in 

any trade-in and the value of any cash down payment.  
Collection and remittance of the tax is the responsibil-
ity of the person that negotiates the lease transaction 
with the lessee. 

Sec. 5.  Application.  This Act applies to trans-
actions entered into on or after October 1, 2011. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 210 
 H.P. 482 - L.D. 652 

An Act To Protect Animal 
Cruelty Investigations 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  16 MRSA §614, sub-§1, as amended 
by PL 1999, c. 155, Pt. A, §5, is further amended to 
read: 

1.  Limitation on dissemination of intelligence 
and investigative information.  Reports or records 
that contain intelligence and investigative information 
and that are prepared by, prepared at the direction of 
or kept in the custody of a local, county or district 
criminal justice agency; the Bureau of State Police; the 
Department of the Attorney General; the Maine Drug 
Enforcement Agency; the Office of State Fire Mar-
shal; the Department of Corrections; the criminal law 
enforcement units of the Department of Marine Re-
sources or the Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife; or the Department of Conservation, Division 
of Forest Protection when the reports or records per-
tain to arson; or the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Resources when the reports or records per-
tain to animal cruelty are confidential and may not be 
disseminated if there is a reasonable possibility that 
public release or inspection of the reports or records 
would: 

A.  Interfere with law enforcement proceedings; 

B.  Result in public dissemination of prejudicial 
information concerning an accused person or con-
cerning the prosecution's evidence that will inter-
fere with the ability of a court to impanel an im-
partial jury; 

C.  Constitute an unwarranted invasion of per-
sonal privacy; 

D.  Disclose the identity of a confidential source; 

E.  Disclose confidential information furnished 
only by the confidential source; 

F.  Disclose trade secrets or other confidential 
commercial or financial information designated as 
such by the owner or source of the information or 
by the Department of the Attorney General; 




