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Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  8 MRSA §221-A, sub-§4, as enacted 
by PL 1999, c. 671, §2, is amended to read: 

4.  Fireworks.  "Fireworks" means any: 

A.    Combustible or explosive composition or 
substance; 

B.    Combination of explosive compositions or 
substances; 

C.    Other article that was prepared for the pur-
pose of producing a visible or audible effect by 
combustion, explosion, deflagration or detonation, 
including blank cartridges or toy cannons in 
which explosives are used, the type of balloon that 
requires fire underneath to propel it, firecrackers, 
torpedoes, skyrockets, roman candles, bombs, 
rockets, wheels, colored fires, fountains, mines, 
serpents and other fireworks of like construction; 

D.    Fireworks containing any explosive or flam-
mable compound; or 

E.    Tablets or other device containing any explo-
sive substance or flammable compound. 

The term "fireworks" does not include toy pistols, toy 
canes, toy guns or other devices in which paper caps 
or plastic caps containing 25/100 grains or less of ex-
plosive compound are used if they are constructed so 
that the hand can not come in contact with the cap 
when in place for the explosion, toy pistol paper caps 
or plastic caps that contain less than 20/100 grains of 
explosive mixture or, sparklers that do not contain 
magnesium chlorates or perchlorates or signal, antique 
or replica cannons if no projectile is fired. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 2, 2011. 

CHAPTER 203 
 H.P. 1041 - L.D. 1415 

An Act To Update the  
Bankruptcy Laws To  

Incorporate Federal Changes 
Relating to Exemptions 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the provisions in the United States 
Code pertaining to exemptions in bankruptcy proceed-
ings were amended in 2005; and 

Whereas, Maine inadvertently did not update its 
bankruptcy laws to conform with the amended federal 
law; and 

Whereas, it is imperative for this legislation to 
take effect immediately so that Maine's laws may be 
updated to remove potential uncertainty for Maine's 
citizens and judiciary; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §4426, as amended by PL 
1989, c. 286, §2, is further amended to read: 

§4426.  Exemptions in bankruptcy proceedings 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the 
United States Code, Title 11, Section 522(b), a debtor 
may exempt from property of the debtor's estate under 
United States Code, Title 11, only that property ex-
empt under the United States Code, Title 11, Section 
522(b)(2)(A) 522(b)(3)(A) and (B), except that any 
debtor eligible for a residence exemption under section 
4422, subsection 1, paragraph B, may exempt the 
amount allowed in that paragraph. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 2, 2011. 

CHAPTER 204 
 H.P. 935 - L.D. 1276 

An Act To Increase Efficiency 
of the State Court Library 

Committee 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §191, as amended by PL 
2001, c. 250, §1, is further amended to read: 

§191.  State Court Library Committee 

The State Court Library Committee, as estab-
lished in Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 23, con-
sists of 9 voting members, 3 of whom must be mem-
bers of the public, 2 of whom must be members of the 
judiciary and 4 of whom must be attorneys.  Each at-
torney appointed to the committee must be actively 
engaged in the practice of law and have an established 
place of business in a county in which a law library 




