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PUBLIC LAW, C. 189

regarding all liabilities of the State as of June 30th of
that same year. For purposes of this section, "liabili-
ties of the State" includes all state debts, loans, bonds,
unfunded liabilities and promises to pay, including
issued and unissued bonds, pension liabilities, prom-
ises to provide health insurance in future years, Maine
Governmental Facilities Authority bonds and any
other debt or obligation that the State has guaranteed
or promised to pay. "Liabilities of the State" does not
include state contracts for goods and services or ven-
dor information.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 189
S.P.431-L.D. 1391

An Act To Improve Access to
Veterinary Medicine and
Improve Veterinary Care

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, Maine has regulated the licensure of
veterinarians for the practice of veterinary medicine
for decades; and

Whereas, the health and safety of Maine's agri-
cultural and domestic animals vitally affects the agri-
cultural and general economy of the State, and the
public interest and public welfare; and

Whereas, there is a shortage of veterinarians in
this State practicing veterinary medicine on large ani-
mals, and as a result Maine's large animal population
is currently underserved; and

Whereas, encouraging veterinarians currently li-
censed in another state to practice in Maine will re-
duce the shortage of veterinarians; and

Whereas, Maine's veterinary licensing laws now
uphold the highest standards of the profession and
ensure the practice of veterinary medicine by highly
qualified individuals; and

Whereas, maintaining the integrity of the veteri-
nary licensing process is critical to protect Maine's
animals and the general economy; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:
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Sec. 1. 32 MRSA 84861, sub-85, as amended
by PL 2007, c. 402, Pt. R, 85, is further amended to
read:

5. Licensure by endorsement. The board shall
grant a license by endorsement to a veterinarian who:

A. Has submitted a complete application;

B. Has paid the examination and license fee as set
under section 4863-A;

C. Holds a valid license issued by another state,
United States territory, province of Canada or
other jurisdiction;

D-1. Has successfully passed an examination
pursuant to subsection 1-A pertaining to the prac-
tice of veterinary medicine as determined by
board rule. The board may require the applicant
to submit to an examination covering the laws and
rules pertaining to the practice of veterinary medi-
cine in this State; and

E. Has actively practiced clinical veterinary
medicine for 3,000 hours during the 3 years pre-
ceding application.

Notwithstanding this subsection, the board shall waive
the requirement that a veterinarian pass an examina-
tion for veterinarians who have, during the 6 years
preceding the application, actively practiced clinical
veterinary medicine for at least 6,000 hours without
disciplinary action relating to the practice of veterinary
medicine by another state, United States territory or
province of Canada.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 1, 2011.
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CHAPTER 190
H.P. 759 - L.D. 1023

An Act To Authorize the Board
of Licensure of Podiatric
Medicine and the State Board
of Veterinary Medicine To
Establish a Podiatrist Health
Program and a Veterinarian
Health Program

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24 MRSA 82502, sub-81-A, as en-
acted by PL 1985, c. 804, 8§83 and 22, is amended to
read:

1-A. Health care practitioner. "Health care
practitioner” means physicians and all others certified,





