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4.  Duties.  The work group, in consultation with 
the Public Utilities Commission, shall examine ways 
to clarify and simplify the so-called "dig safe" laws 
and rules to facilitate compliance and to eliminate 
regulatory uncertainty.  The work group, in consulta-
tion with the Public Utilities Commission, shall exam-
ine at least the following matters: 

A.  Preexcavation marking standards for excava-
tors; 

B.  Marking standards for owners and operators of 
underground facilities; 

C.  Enforcement procedures and standards and the 
appropriate use of penalties; and 

D.  Clarification of incident reporting and ensur-
ing that incident investigations involve appropri-
ate fact-finding and do not assume or require in-
appropriate admission of fault. 

5.  Staff assistance.  The Public Advocate and the 
Public Utilities Commission shall provide necessary 
staffing services to the work group. 

6.  Report.  No later than January 15, 2012, the 
Public Utilities Commission and the chair of the work 
group shall jointly submit a report to the Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology 
that includes all findings and recommendations sup-
ported by at least 2/3 of the appointed members of the 
work group.  The commission shall also submit provi-
sionally adopted rules to the Second Regular Session 
of the 125th Legislature pursuant to the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 23, section 3360-A, subsection 13 nec-
essary to carry out the recommendations of the work 
group and any legislation necessary to carry out the 
recommendations of the work group. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 9, 2011. 

CHAPTER 73 
 H.P. 459 - L.D. 629 

An Act Pertaining to the Laws 
Governing Pull Events 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §96, sub-§8, as enacted by 
PL 2005, c. 563, §3, is amended to read: 

8.  Administrative hearing; suspension.  In lieu 
of a civil action under subsection 9, the commissioner 
may institute an administrative proceeding on any al-
leged violation of this section.  If the commissioner 
institutes an administrative proceeding, the commis-

sioner shall give notice and an opportunity for hearing 
under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4.  Upon giving 
notice to a person who is alleged to be in violation of 
this section, the commissioner shall immediately pro-
hibit that person from competing in an event within 
the State.  This prohibition remains in effect for 30 
days or until the commissioner's decision following 
the hearing is received, whichever occurs first, except 
that the prohibition period is extended by any delays 
of the hearing requested by the person against whom 
the violation is alleged. 

If the person against whom the violation is alleged 
does not request a hearing or if, after a hearing, the 
commissioner finds the person has committed the vio-
lation, the commissioner shall prohibit that person 
from competing in any event within the State for a 
period of up to 2 years and shall also exclude the ani-
mal from competing in any event within the State for a 
period of up to one year.  The commissioner may also, 
in an adjudicatory proceeding, in lieu of a civil action 
under subsection 9, impose an administrative penalty 
not to exceed $1,000 for a violation of this section. 

The commissioner may establish, by rule, a schedule 
of administrative penalties for violations of this sec-
tion that includes fines and prohibitions on competing.  
The schedule must be based on the severity of the vio-
lation.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are 
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 
375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §98, sub-§2, as enacted by 
PL 2005, c. 563, §3, is amended to read: 

2.  Chair; meetings; secretary.  The Pull Events 
Commission shall elect one of its members as chair.  
The chair serves a 2-year term and may not serve as 
chair for consecutive terms.  The commission shall 
meet a minimum of twice annually.  The agricultural 
fair coordinator from the department shall commis-
sioner shall designate a person to serve as secretary to 
the Pull Events Commission. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 74 
 H.P. 439 - L.D. 556 

An Act Concerning the Lake 
and River Protection Fund 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10257, as enacted by PL 
2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. D, §7 and c. 
614, §9, is amended to read: 




