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5.  Application; issuance.  An application for a 
disability plate or placard must be accompanied by the 
certificate of a physician, physician assistant, nurse 
practitioner or registered nurse attesting to that per-
son's physical disability as defined in subsection 1.  
The Secretary of State shall issue to an eligible appli-
cant disability plates and windshield placards upon 
request.  Proof of a disability must be submitted every 
4 years on a form prescribed by the Secretary of State 
except when the physician, physician assistant, nurse 
practitioner or registered nurse certifies the disability 
as permanent or except when an eligible applicant re-
quests that the disability plate or placard expire upon 
the expiration date of that person's driver's license or 
nondriver identification card issued by this State, 
whichever is applicable.  When the Secretary of State 
determines the disability to be permanent from the 
application, the time may be extended disability plate 
or placard expires upon the expiration date of that per-
son’s driver’s license or nondriver identification card 
issued by this State.  The applicant is not required to 
continue to provide proof of disability upon renewal of 
the applicant's disability plate or placard.  When the 
applicant's need for the disability plate or placard ter-
minates or the applicant dies, the plate or placard must 
be immediately returned to the Secretary of State. 
Notwithstanding subsection 2, paragraphs B and C, the 
provisions of this subsection, as regards the issuance 
of a disability plate or placard for a person with a per-
manent disability, apply only to that person. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 24 
 H.P. 116 - L.D. 134 

An Act To Protect Native 
Landlocked Salmon Fisheries 

from Invasive Fish Species 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §12760, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, 
§9, is amended to read: 

1.  Commissioner's authority. In order to con-
serve, develop or restore anadromous or migratory fish 
resources, the commissioner may require a fishway to 
be erected, maintained, repaired or altered by the own-
ers, lessors or other persons in control of any dam or 
other artificial obstruction within inland waters fre-
quented by alewives, shad, salmon, sturgeon or other 
anadromous or migratory fish species. 

The commissioner may not require or authorize a 
fishway or fish bypass structure at a dam on the outlet 
of Sebec Lake in the Town of Sebec or at a dam on the 
Sebec River in the Town of Milo that would allow the  

upstream passage of an invasive fish species known to 
be present downstream in the Piscataquis River or 
Penobscot River drainage. For the purposes of this 
section, “invasive fish species” means those invasive 
fish species identified in the action plan for managing 
invasive aquatic species developed pursuant to Title 
38, section 1872. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §12760, sub-§9 is enacted 
to read: 

9.  Sebec Lake and Sebec River dams; fishways 
prohibited.  Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law to the contrary, the owners, lessors or other per-
sons in control of a dam on the outlet of Sebec Lake in 
the Town of Sebec or a dam on the Sebec River in the 
Town of Milo may not construct or authorize the con-
struction of a fishway or fish bypass structure that 
would allow the upstream passage of an invasive fish 
species known to be present downstream in the Pis-
cataquis River or Penobscot River drainage. 

A.  A person who violates this subsection com-
mits a civil violation for which a fine of not less 
than $500 or more than $1,000 may be adjudged. 

B.  A person who violates this subsection after 
having been adjudicated as having committed 3 or 
more civil violations under this Part within the 
previous 5-year period commits a Class E crime. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 25 
 H.P. 96 - L.D. 114 

An Act To Allow Vietnam War 
Era Veterans To Receive High 

School Diplomas 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §4722, sub-§6, ¶C, as 
enacted by PL 2001, c. 85, §1, is amended to read: 

C.  The person must have left secondary school 
either: 

(1)  Before or during World War II to serve in 
the Armed Forces during World War II; or 

(2)  Before or during the Korean Conflict to 
serve in the Armed Forces in the Korean 
Conflict.; or 

(3)  Before or during the Vietnam War to 
serve in the Armed Forces during the Viet-
nam War era.  For purposes of this subpara-
graph, "Vietnam War era" means the period 
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beginning February 28, 1961 and ending May 
7, 1975. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 26 
 H.P. 72 - L.D. 84 

An Act To Improve the Sewer 
District Rate Collection  

Procedures 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, certain sewer districts have an imme-
diate need to deal with delinquent accounts; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §1258 is enacted to read: 

§1258.  Qualified sewer districts; collection of un-
paid rates 

The provisions of this section apply only to quali-
fied sewer districts. 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Eligible sewer district" means a sewer district 
whose charter does not establish, or authorize the 
district to establish, a lien on real estate served by 
the district. 

B.  "Qualified sewer district" means an eligible 
sewer district that has satisfied the requirements 
of subsection 5. 

C.  "Rates" means any rate, toll, rent or other 
charge established by a sewer district pursuant to 
its charter. 

D.  "Real estate" means an identified parcel of 
land and its improvements, if any, including, but 
not limited to, a mobile home. 

2.  Lien.  There is a lien on real estate served or 
benefited by the sewers of the qualified sewer district 
to secure the payment of the qualified sewer district's 
rates.  The lien established under this section takes 

precedence over all other claims on such real estate, 
except claims for taxes. 

3.  Collection.  The treasurer of the qualified 
sewer district may collect rates, and all rates must be 
committed to the treasurer.  The treasurer may, after 
demand for payment, sue in the name of the qualified 
sewer district in a civil action in any court of compe-
tent jurisdiction for any rates remaining unpaid.  In 
addition to other methods established by law for the 
collection of rates and without waiver of the right to 
sue for the collection of rates, the lien created under 
subsection 2 may be enforced in the following manner. 

A.  When rates have been committed to the treas-
urer of the qualified sewer district for collection, 
the treasurer may, after the expiration of 3 months 
and within one year after the date when the rates 
became due and payable, give to the owner of the 
real estate served, leave at the owner's last and 
usual place of abode or send by certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested, to the owner's last known 
address a notice in writing signed by the treasurer 
or bearing the treasurer's facsimile signature, stat-
ing the amount of the rates due, describing the 
real estate upon which the lien is claimed and stat-
ing that a lien is claimed on the real estate to se-
cure the payment of the rates and demanding the 
payment of the rates within 30 days after service 
or mailing, with $1 added to the demanded rate 
for the treasurer and an additional fee to cover 
mailing the notice by certified mail, return receipt 
requested.  The notice must contain a statement 
that the qualified sewer district is willing to ar-
range installment payments of the outstanding 
debt. 

B.  After the expiration of 30 days and within one 
year after giving notice pursuant to paragraph A, 
the treasurer of the qualified sewer district shall 
record in the registry of deeds of the county in 
which the property of the person is located a cer-
tificate signed by the treasurer setting forth the 
amount of the rates due, describing the real estate 
on which the lien is claimed and stating that a lien 
is claimed on the real estate to secure payment of 
the rates and that a notice and demand for pay-
ment has been given or made in accordance with 
this section and stating further that the rates re-
main unpaid.  At the time of the recording of the 
certificate in the registry of deeds, the treasurer 
shall file in the office of the qualified sewer dis-
trict a true copy of the certificate and shall mail a 
true copy of the certificate by certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested, to each record holder of 
any mortgage on the real estate, addressed to the 
record holder at the record holder's last and usual 
place of abode. 

C.  The filing of the certificate in the registry of 
deeds creates a mortgage held by the qualified 




