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Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective March 31, 2011. 

CHAPTER 17 
 S.P. 65 - L.D. 214 

An Act To Establish Governor 
William King Day 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §150-F is enacted to read: 

§150-F.  Governor William King Day 

The Governor shall annually issue a proclamation 
indicating March 16th of each year as Governor Wil-
liam King Day in honor of the first Governor of 
Maine, a proponent of statehood for Maine. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 18 
 H.P. 75 - L.D. 89 

An Act Regarding Repeated 
Animal Trespass 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the State's current animal trespass law 
is not adequate to address repeated instances of animal 
trespass; and 

Whereas, it is necessary to address the animal 
trespass law as soon as possible to prevent damage to 
property and public health; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §4041, as amended by PL 
2009, c. 548, §§4 and 5, is further amended to read: 

§4041.  Animal trespass 

1-A.  Trespass.  An owner or keeper of an animal 
may not allow that animal to enter onto or remain on 
the property of another or unattended on any local, 

county or state road or highway after the owner or 
keeper has been informed by a law enforcement offi-
cer, authorized employee of the department or animal 
control officer that that animal was found on that 
property or on that local, county or state road or high-
way. 

2.  Removal. The owner or keeper of an animal is 
responsible, at the owner's or keeper's expense, for 
removing any animal found trespassing.  An animal 
control officer, authorized employee of the department 
or law enforcement officer may, at the owner's or 
keeper's expense, remove and control an animal found 
trespassing if: 

A.  The owner or keeper fails to remove the ani-
mal after having been notified by an animal con-
trol officer, authorized employee of the depart-
ment or law enforcement officer that the animal 
was trespassing; or 

B.  The animal is an immediate danger to itself, 
persons or another's property. 

3.  Civil violation.  A person commits a civil vio-
lation if an animal owned or kept by that person is 
found trespassing and: 

A.  That person fails to remove the animal within 
12 hours, or immediately if public safety or pri-
vate or public property is threatened, after having 
been personally notified by an animal control of-
ficer, authorized employee of the department or 
law enforcement officer that the animal was tres-
passing.; or 

C.  That person owns an animal or animals that 
have been found trespassing on 5 or more days 
within a 30-day period or 3 or more days within a 
7-day period. 

4.  Fine.  A fine of not less than $50 nor more 
than $500 must be adjudged for a civil violation under 
subsection 3.  In addition, the court may as part of the 
sentencing include an order of restitution for costs 
incurred in removing and controlling the animal.  
When appropriate, the court may order restitution to 
the property owner based on damage done and finan-
cial loss.  Any restitution ordered and paid must be 
deducted from the amount of any judgment awarded in 
a civil action brought by the owner against the of-
fender based on the same facts.  When an owner or 
keeper violates this section 3 or more times within a 
90-day period, the court shall order restitution of all 
costs incurred by the department in responding to a 
violation of this section or assisting an animal control 
officer or law enforcement officer responding to a vio-
lation of this section. 

5.  Exemption. A person is not liable under this 
section if, at the time of the alleged trespass, that per-
son was licensed or privileged to allow the animal to 
be on the property. 




