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the dependents have been covered for a period of 
at least 3 months under the group policy, unless 
the dependents were not eligible for coverage un-
til after the beginning of the 3-month period. 

F.    Except as provided in paragraph G, coverage 
provided under this section continues and may not 
be terminated until one year from the last day of 
work. 

G.    Coverage provided under this section may be 
terminated sooner than provided under paragraph 
F if: 

(1)  The member or employee fails to make 
timely payment of a required premium 
amount; 

(2)  The member or employee becomes eligi-
ble for coverage under another group policy; 
or 

(3)  The Workers' Compensation Board de-
termines that the injury or disease that entitles 
the employee to continue coverage under this 
section is not compensable under Title 39-A. 

H.    At the expiration of any continued group 
coverage obtained under this subsection, the 
member or employee has the same conversion 
privileges as otherwise granted under this section. 

I.    This subsection may not be construed to: 

(1)  Prevent members or employees from ne-
gotiating for or receiving greater continued 
coverage of group insurance than is provided 
in this subsection; 

(2)  Require coverage beyond the time limit 
set in paragraph F; or 

(3)  Permit an employee to increase the level 
of benefits or coverage that the employee re-
ceived immediately before the termination of 
the employee's coverage. 

J.    This subsection does not apply to any group 
policy subject to the United States Consolidated 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act, Public Law 
99-272, Title X, Private Health Insurance Cover-
age, Sections 10001 to 10003. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 575 
 H.P. 1096 - L.D. 1554 

An Act Regarding Document 
Fees at County Registries of 

Deeds 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  33 MRSA §651, as repealed and re-
placed by PL 2003, c. 55, §1, is amended to read: 

§651.  Records; index 

The records and indexes in each registry office 
must be made and kept for public inspection on at least 
one of the following media:  white, acid-free paper, 
microfilm, microfiche, or digital image stored on 
magnetic or optical media.  The register shall make an 
alphabetical index to the records without charge to the 
county so that the same surnames are recorded to-
gether and shall show in addition to the names of the 
parties and the nature of the instrument, the date of the 
instrument, the date of its record and the name of the 
city, town or unincorporated place where the land 
conveyed is situated.  As often as every 10 years the 
register shall revise and consolidate the index in such 
manner that all deeds recorded since the last revision 
of the index are indexed so that the same surnames 
appear together and all names are in alphabetical or-
der.  The revised and consolidated index must contain 
all data as to each and every deed or other instrument 
referred to in this section.  If it becomes necessary to 
revise, renew or replace any index, the new index must 
be made in conformity with this section. 

When the register of deeds is required by law or 
common practice to make a note in the margin of a 
record, it is determined sufficient if the note is made to 
the index in such a fashion that the note becomes a 
permanent part of the indexing of the record to which 
the marginal note is required to be made. 

The register shall prepare, or have prepared, a mi-
crofilm record of each page of every instrument, plan 
or other document recorded in the registry office.  The 
microfilm record made must be stored in a fireproof 
area.  When original record books or plans are consid-
ered by the register to be in a condition that warrants 
withdrawal from regular use, the register may make a 
true copy of the contents of the record or may provide 
suitable means for reading the microfilm, microfiche 
or digital image stored on magnetic or optical media of 
the instruments withdrawn.  The records and certified 
copies made either from the true copy or from images 
stored as provided in this section must be received in 
all courts of law with the same legal effect as those 
contained in the original. 

Notwithstanding Title 1, section 408, subsection 
3, this chapter governs fees for copying records main-
tained under this chapter. 

Sec. 2.  33 MRSA §751, sub-§14, as amended 
by PL 1991, c. 497, §8, is further amended to read: 

14.  Abstracts and copies.  Making abstracts and 
copies from the records, a reasonable fee as deter-
mined by the county commissioners for each category 
of abstracts and copies, such as paper copies, attested 
copies, copies obtained online and bulk transfers of 
copies.  In setting a reasonable fee for each category of 
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CHAPTER 577 abstracts and copies, the commissioners shall consider 
factors relating to the cost of producing and making 
copies available, which may include, but are not lim-
ited to: the cost of depleted supplies; records storage 
media costs; actual mailing and alternative delivery 
costs or other transmitting costs; amortized infrastruc-
ture costs; any direct equipment operating and mainte-
nance costs; costs associated with media processing 
time; personnel costs, including actual costs paid to 
private contractors for copying services; contract and 
contractor costs for database maintenance and for 
online provision and bulk transfer of copies in a man-
ner that protects the security and integrity of registry 
documents; and a reasonable rate for the time a com-
puter server is dedicated to fulfilling the request; and 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 576 
 H.P. 1061 - L.D. 1512 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Governing the Somerset 

County Budget Procedure 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect be-
fore the beginning of the next fiscal year; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §898, as enacted by PL 
1993, c. 582, §1, is amended to read: 

§898.  Interim budget 

If the budget is not approved before the start of a 
fiscal year, until a budget is finally adopted, the county 
shall operate on an interim budget, which may not 
exceed 80% of the previous year's budget. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved, except as otherwise indicated. 

Effective March 31, 2010. 

 H.P. 1163 - L.D. 1635 

An Act To Avoid Unnecessary 
Removal of Land from the 

Maine Tree Growth Tax Law 
Program 

Mandate preamble. This measure requires one 
or more local units of government to expand or modify 
activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures 
from local revenues but does not provide funding for 
at least 90% of those expenditures.  Pursuant to the 
Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 21, 2/3 of 
all of the members elected to each House have deter-
mined it necessary to enact this measure. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §581, sub-§1, as repealed 
and replaced by PL 2007, c. 627, §16, is amended to 
read: 

1.  Assessor determination; owner request. If 
the assessor determines that land subject to this sub-
chapter no longer meets the requirements of this sub-
chapter, the assessor must withdraw the land from 
taxation under this subchapter.  Before withdrawing a 
parcel from taxation under this subchapter, if the sole 
reason the land does not meet the requirements of this 
subchapter is that the owner failed to file the sworn 
statement required under section 574-B, the assessor 
shall provide the owner with written notice by regular 
mail of the deadline to file the sworn statement and 
permit the owner at least 60 days to respond to that 
notice.  An owner of land subject to taxation under this 
subchapter may at any time request withdrawal of that 
land from taxation under this subchapter by certifying 
in writing to the assessor that the land is no longer to 
be classified under this subchapter. 

Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §581, sub-§1-A is enacted 
to read: 

1-A.  Notice of compliance.  No earlier than 185 
days prior to a deadline established by section 574-B, 
if the landowner has not yet complied with the re-
quirements of that section, the assessor must provide 
the landowner with written notice informing the land-
owner that failure to comply will result in the with-
drawal of the property from taxation under this sub-
chapter.  The notice, at a minimum, must inform the 
landowner of the statutory requirements that need to 
be met and the date of the deadline for compliance and 
that the consequences of withdrawal could include the 
assessment of substantial financial penalties against 
the owner.  If the notice is issued less than 120 days 
before the deadline, the owner has 120 days from the 
date of the notice to provide the assessor with the 
documentation to achieve compliance with section 
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