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PUBLIC LAW, C. 573

3. Liability in providing information. A pro-
vider has no liability for collecting, publishing or dis-
tributing the information required under subsection 1.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 573
S.P. 605 - L.D. 1598

An Act To Strengthen the
Laws against Cruelty to
Animals

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 17 MRSA 81021, sub-85-A, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 702, 8§44, is further amended
to read:

5-A. Seizure by state humane agent or state
veterinarian without court order. A state humane
agent or a state veterinarian who has reasonable cause
to believe that a violation of section 1031 or 1032 has
taken place or is taking place may take possession of
and retain the cruelly treated animal. Upon taking
possession of an animal under this section, the humane
agent or the state veterinarian shall present the owner
with a notice that:

A. States the reason for seizure;

B. Gives the name, address and phone number of
the humane agent or the state veterinarian to con-
tact for information regarding the animal; and

C. Advises the owner of the ensuing court proce-
dure.

If the owner can not be found, the humane agent or the
state veterinarian shall send a copy of the notice to the
owner at the owner's last known address by certified
mail, return receipt requested. If the owner is not
known or can not be located, the humane agent or the
state veterinarian shall contact the animal shelter or
shelters used by the municipality in which the animal
was found. The humane agent or the state veterinarian
shall provide the shelter with a description of the ani-
mal, the date of seizure and the name of a person to
contact for more information.

Within 3 working days of possession of the animal, the
humane agent or the state veterinarian shall apply to
the court for a possession order. Upon good cause
shown, the court shall expedite the case and schedule a
prehearing conference to take place within 7 days of
the seizure. The court shall set a hearing date and that
hearing date must be within 21 days of the date the
animal was seized. The humane agent or the state
veterinarian shall arrange care for the animal, includ-
ing medical treatment, if necessary, pending the hear-

ing.
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The humane agent or the state veterinarian shall notify
the owner, if located, of the time and place of the hear-
ing. If the owner has not been located, the court shall
order a notice to be published at least once in a news-
paper of general circulation in the county where the
animal was found stating the case and circumstances
and giving 48 hours natice of the hearing.

It is the owner's responsibility at the hearing to show
cause why the animal should not be seized perma-
nently or disposed of humanely. If it appears at the
hearing that the animal has been abandoned or cruelly
treated by its owner, the court shall declare the animal
forfeited and order its sale, adoption or donation or
order the animal to be disposed of humanely if a vet-
erinarian determines that the animal is diseased or
disabled beyond recovery. In the case of an expedited
hearing, the court shall issue a writ of possession or
return the animal to its owner within 30 days of the
seizure.

For an expedited hearing, the State, prior to the pre-
hearing conference, shall submit all veterinary records,
reports by investigating officers and other relevan
records in the State's possession to the court and shal
mail or deliver copies of these same reports and
records to the owner of the animal.

All veterinary records, seizure reports prepared by
humane agents, police reports, witness statements or
other written documents are admissible as evidence
when the authors of these documents are available for
cross-examination at a possession hearing.  Oral
statements of a witness included in a police report are
only admissible if the witness is present at the posses-

Sec. 2. 17 MRSA 81031, sub-83-B, 1A, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 439, 837, is further amended
to read:

A. In addition to any other penalty authorized
by law, the court shall impose a fine of not less
than $500 for each violation of this section. The
court may order the defendant to pay the costs of
the care, housing and veterinary medical treatment
for the animal including the costs of relocating the
animal.

Sec. 3. 17-A MRSA 81201, sub-81, TA-1, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 577, 84, is further amended to
read:

A-1. The conviction is for a Class D or Class E
crime other than:

(1) A Class D or Class E crime relative to
which, based upon both the written agreement
of the parties and a court finding, the facts
and circumstances of the underlying criminal
episode giving rise to the conviction gener-
ated probable cause to believe the defendant
had committed a Class A, Class B or Class C
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crime in the course of that criminal episode
and, as agreed upon in writing by the parties
and found by the court, the defendant has no
prior conviction for murder or for a Class A,
Class B or Class C crime and has not been
placed on probation pursuant to this subpara-
graph on any prior occasion;

(2) A Class D crime that the State pleads and
proves was committed against a family or
household member or a dating partner under
chapter 9 or 13 or section 554, 555 or 758.
As used in this subparagraph, "family or
household member" has the same meaning as
in Title 19-A, section 4002, subsection 4;
"dating partner" has the same meaning as in
Title 19-A, section 4002, subsection 3-A;

(2-A) A Class D crime under Title 5, section
4659, subsection 1, Title 15, section 321,
subsection 6 or Title 19-A, section 4011, sub-
section 1;

(3) A Class D or Class E crime in chapter 11
or 12,

(4) A Class D crime under section 210-A,;
(4-A) A Class E crime under section 552;

(5) A Class D or Class E crime under section
556, section 854, excluding subsection 1,
paragraph A, subparagraph (1), or section
855;

(6) A Class D crime in chapter 45 relating to
a schedule W drug; e

(7) A Class D or Class E crime under Title
29-A, section 2411, subsection 1-A, para-
graph B-; or

(8) A Class D crime under Title 17, section
1031.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 574
H.P. 1209 - L.D. 1708

An Act To Expand the
Opportunity for Persons To
Acquire Health Care Coverage
under the State's
"Mini-COBRA™ Program

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24-A MRSA 82809-A, sub-811, as
amended by PL 1991, c. 885, Pt. E, §30 and affected
by 847, is further amended to read:

PUBLIC LAW, C. 574

11. Continued group coverage; certain cir-
cumstances. Notwithstanding this section, if the ter-
mination of an individual's group insurance coverage
is
Hylaid-off-or-lesing-employment-because-of-an-injury | b |
under-formerTFitle-39-orFitle-39-A for one of the rea-
sons listed in paragraph A-1, the insurer shall allow
the member or employee to elect, within the time pe-
riod prescribed by paragraph B, to continue coverage
under the group policy at no higher level than the level
of benefits or coverage received by the employee im-
mediately before termination and at the member's or
employee's expense or, at the member's or employee's
option, to convert to a policy of individual coverage
without evidence of insurability in accordance with
this section.

A. For the purposes of this subsection, the term
"member or employee” includes only those per-
sons who have been a member or employee for at
least 6 months.

A-1. A member or employee is eligible for con-
tinued coverage under this section only if the
member or employee's group insurance coverage
terminated for one of the following reasons:

(1) The member or employee was temporar-
ily laid off;

(2) The member or employee was perma-
nently laid off on or after the effective date of
this paragraph and is eligible for premium as-
sistance pursuant to federal law providing
premium_assistance for laid-off employees
who continue coverage under their former
employer's group health plan as determined
by the superintendent; or

(3) The member or employee lost employ-
ment because of an injury or disease that the
employee claims to be compensable under
former Title 39 or Title 39-A.

B-1. The member or employee has 31 days from
the termination of coverage in which to elect and
make the initial payment under this subsection.

C. An insurer is not required to continue cover-
age under a group policy if the member or em-
ployee meets the conditions set out in subsection
3, paragraph A.

D.  The payment amount for continued group
coverage under this subsection may not exceed
102% of the group rate in effect for a group mem-
ber, including an employer's contribution, if any.

E. Atthe option of the member or employee, the
continued group coverage may cover the member
or employee, the member or employee and any
dependents or only the dependents of the member
or employee; provided that, in the latter 2 cases,
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