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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2009

7. Confidentiality. All records created or main-
tained pursuant to this section, other than reports pro-
vided under subsection 5, paragraph B, are protected
as provided in this subsection. The records are confi-
dential under section 42, subsection 5. The records are
not open to public inspection, are not public records
for the purposes of Title 1, chapter 13, subchapter 1
and are not subject to subpoena or civil process nor
admissible in evidence in connection with any judicial,
executive, legislative or other proceeding.

8. Immunity. A health care practitioner, hospital
or health care facility or the employee or agent of that
person or entity is not subject to civil or criminal li-
ability arising from the disclosure or furnishing of
records or information to the panel pursuant to this
section.

9. Funding. The department may accept any
public or private funds to carry out the purposes of this
section.

10. Rulemaking. The department shall adopt
rules to implement this section, including rules on col-
lecting information and data, selecting members of the
panel, collecting and using individually identifiable
health information and conducting reviews under this
section. The rules must ensure that access to individu-
ally identifiable health information is restricted as
much as possible while enabling the panel to accom-
plish its work. The rules must establish a protocol to
preserve confidentiality, specify the manner in which
the family i ives will be con-
tacted for permission and maintain public confidence
in the protection of individually identifiable informa-
tion. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A.
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Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 22, 2010.

PUBLIC LAW, C. 533

9-A. Logging implements. The debtor's interest
in one of every type of professional logging implemen
reasonably necessary for the debtor to harvest and hau
wood commercially, including any personal property
incidental to its maintenance and operation.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 532
H.P. 1092 - L.D. 1550

An Act To Promote
Opportunity for Workers in
the Maine Woods

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA 84422, sub-89-A is enacted
to read:

CHAPTER 533
H.P. 1145 - L.D. 1617

An Act Enabling Expedited
Partner Therapy

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 251, sub-c. 3, art. 5 is
enacted to read:

ARTICLE S5
EXPEDITED PARTNER THERAPY
§1241. Definitions

As used in this article, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following

meanings.

1. Department. "Department” means the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, Maine Center
for Disease Control and Prevention.

2. Expedited partner therapy. "Expedited part-
ner therapy" means prescribing, dispensing, furnishing
or otherwise providing prescription antibiotic drugs to
the sexual partner or partners of a person clinically
diagnosed as infected with a sexually transmitted dis-
ease without physical examination of the partner or

partners.

3. Health care professional. "Health care pro-
fessional” means an allopathic physician licensed pur-
suant to Title 32, chapter 48, an osteopathic physician
licensed pursuant to Title 32, chapter 36, a physician
assistant who has been delegated the provision of
sexually transmitted disease therapy or expedited part-
ner therapy by that physician assistant's supervising
physician, an advanced practice registered nurse who
has a written collaborative agreement with a collabo-
rating physician that authorizes the provision of sexu-
ally transmitted disease therapy or expedited partner
therapy or an advanced practice registered nurse who
possesses appropriate clinical privileges in accordance
with Title 32, chapter 31.

4. Sexually transmitted disease. "Sexually
transmitted disease” means a bacterial, viral, fungal or
parasitic disease determined by rule of the department
to be sexually transmitted, to be a threat to the public
health and welfare and to be a disease for which a le-
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gitimate public interest will be served by providing for
its regulation and treatment.

§1242. Expedited partner therapy

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
health care professional who makes a clinical diagno-
sis of a sexually transmitted disease may provide ex-
pedited partner therapy for the treatment of the sexu-
ally transmitted disease if in the judgment of the health
care professional the sexual partner is unlikely or un-

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2009

H. Advice to all women and symptomatic per-
sons, and in_particular women with symptoms
suggestive of pelvic inflammatory disease, to seek
medical attention; and

I. _Information other than the information under
paragraphs A to H as determined necessary by the
department.

2. Department to develop and disseminate ma-
terials. Taking into account the recommendations of

able to present for comprehensive health care, includ-

the federal Department of Health and Human Services,

ing evaluation, testing and treatment for sexually

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other

transmitted diseases. Expedited partner therapy is lim-

nationally recognized medical authorities, the depart-

ited to a sexual partner who may have been exposed to

ment_shall provide information and technical assis-

a sexually transmitted disease within the previous 60

tance as appropriate to health care professionals who

days and who is able to be contacted by the patient.

1. Counseling. A health care professional who
provides expedited partner therapy shall provide coun-
seling for the patient, including advice that all women
and symptomatic persons, and in particular women
with symptoms suggestive of pelvic inflammatory
disease, are encouraged to seek medical attention. The
health care professional shall also provide written ma-
terials provided by the department to be given by the
patient to the sexual partner that include at a minimum

the following:

A. A warning that a woman who is pregnant or
might be pregnant should not take certain antibiot-

provide expedited partner therapy. The department
shall develop and disseminate in electronic and other
formats the following written materials:

A. Informational materials for sexual partners, as
described in subsection 1;

B. Informational materials for persons who are
repeatedly diagnosed with sexually transmitted
diseases; and

C. Guidance for health care professionals on the
safe and effective provision of expedited partner

therapy.
The department may offer educational programs about

ics and should immediately contact a health care

expedited partner therapy for health care professionals

professional for an examination;

B. Information about the antibiotic and dosage
provided or prescribed; clear and explicit allergy
and side effect warnings, including a warning that

and pharmacists licensed under the Maine Pharmacy
Act.

3. Immunity for health care professional. A
health care professional who provides expedited part-

a sexual partner who has a history of allergy to the

ner therapy in good faith without fee or compensation

antibiotic or the pharmaceutical class of antibiotic

under this section and provides counseling and written

should not take the antibiotic and should be im-

materials as required in subsection 1 is not subject to

mediately examined by a health care professional;

civil or professional liability in connection with the

C. Information about the treatment and preven-
tion of sexually transmitted diseases;

D. The requirement of abstinence until a period

provision of the therapy, counseling and materials,
except in the case of willful and wanton misconduct. A
health care professional is not subject to civil or pro-
fessional liability for choosing not to provide expe-

of time after treatment to prevent infecting others;

dited partner therapy.

E. Notification of the importance of the sexual
partner's receiving examination and testing for the

4. Immunity for pharmacist or pharmacy. A
pharmacist or pharmacy is not subject to civil or pro-

human_immunodeficiency virus and other sexu-

fessional liability for choosing not to fill a prescription

ally transmitted diseases and information regard-

that would cause that pharmacist or pharmacy to vio-

ing available resources;

F. Notification of the risk to the sexual partner,
others and the public health if the sexually trans-

late any provision of the Maine Pharmacy Act.

5. Rules. The department shall adopt rules,
which are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5,

mitted disease is not completely and successfully

chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, to implement this sec-

treated;

G. The responsibility of the sexual partner to in-
form that person's sexual partners of the risk of
sexually transmitted disease and the importance of
prompt examination and treatment;

tion. The department shall consider designating cer-
tain diseases as sexually transmitted diseases, includ-
ing, but not limited to, chancroid, gonorrhea, granu-
loma inquinale, lymphogranuloma venereum, genital
herpes simplex, chlamydia, nongonococcal urethritis,
pelvic_inflammatory disease, acute salpingitis, syphi-
lis, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome and hu-
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man_immunodeficiency virus, and shall consider the
recommendations and classifications of the federal
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and other nation-
ally recognized medical authorities.

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA 82110 is enacted to read:
82110. Expedited partner therapy

An individual licensed under this chapter may not
be disciplined for providing expedited partner therapy
in accordance with the provisions of Title 22, chapter
251, subchapter 3, article 5.

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §2600-B is enacted to read:
§2600-B. Expedited partner therapy

An individual licensed under this chapter may not
be disciplined for providing expedited partner therapy
in accordance with the provisions of Title 22, chapter
251, subchapter 3, article 5.

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA 83300-B is enacted to read:
83300-B. Expedited partner therapy

An individual licensed under this chapter may not
be disciplined for providing expedited partner therapy
in accordance with the provisions of Title 22, chapter
251, subchapter 3, article 5.

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA 813794, as amended by PL
1999, c. 130, 814, is further amended by adding at the
end a new paragraph to read:

A drug dispensed in accordance with the provi-
sions of Title 22, chapter 251, subchapter 3, article 5
does not require the name of the patient's sexual part-
ner on the label.

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA 813798 is enacted to read:
813798. Expedited partner therapy

An individual licensed under this chapter may not
be disciplined for dispensing drugs pursuant to a law-
ful prescription in accordance with the provisions of
Title 22, chapter 251, subchapter 3, article 5.

Sec. 7. Maine Revised Statutes headnote
amended; revision clause. In the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 22, chapter 251, subchapter 3, in the
subchapter headnote, the words "venereal diseases" are
amended to read "sexually transmitted diseases" and
the Revisor of Statutes shall implement this revision
when updating, publishing or republishing the statutes.

See title page for effective date.

PUBLIC LAW, C. 534

CHAPTER 534
H.P. 1260 - L.D. 1770

An Act To Extend the
Temporary Reduction in
High-stakes Beano License
Fees

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation reduces the annual li-
cense fee for high-stakes beano for this year and next
year; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 17 MRSA §314-A, sub-84, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 109, 81, is further amended to
read:

4. Term of license; fees. A license issued under
this section is valid for a period of one year. The an-
nual license fee for a high-stakes beano license is
$50,000, except that the annual license fee due in 2008
and, 2009, 2010 and 2011 is $25,000. License fees
may be paid in advance in quarterly installments. All
license fees must be paid to the Treasurer of State to
be credited to the General Fund.

Sec. 2. Report. By February 1, 2011, the Chief
of the State Police, with input from holders of licenses
issued pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
17, section 314-A, shall submit a report to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over legal and veterans affairs on the enforcement
and administrative functions conducted with regard to
the conduct of high-stakes beano during calendar year
2010, including any recommendations regarding the
fees for a high-stakes beano license.

Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations.
The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF
Licensing and Enforcement - Public Safety 0712

Initiative: Reduces allocation to reflect the extension
of the reduction in license fees for high-stakes beano
to fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11.
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