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7.  Confidentiality.  All records created or main-
tained pursuant to this section, other than reports pro-
vided under subsection 5, paragraph B, are protected 
as provided in this subsection.  The records are confi-
dential under section 42, subsection 5.  The records are 
not open to public inspection, are not public records 
for the purposes of Title 1, chapter 13, subchapter 1 
and are not subject to subpoena or civil process nor 
admissible in evidence in connection with any judicial, 
executive, legislative or other proceeding. 

8.  Immunity.  A health care practitioner, hospital 
or health care facility or the employee or agent of that 
person or entity is not subject to civil or criminal li-
ability arising from the disclosure or furnishing of 
records or information to the panel pursuant to this 
section. 

9.  Funding.  The department may accept any 
public or private funds to carry out the purposes of this 
section. 

10.  Rulemaking.  The department shall adopt 
rules to implement this section, including rules on col-
lecting information and data, selecting members of the 
panel, collecting and using individually identifiable 
health information and conducting reviews under this 
section.  The rules must ensure that access to individu-
ally identifiable health information is restricted as 
much as possible while enabling the panel to accom-
plish its work.  The rules must establish a protocol to 
preserve confidentiality, specify the manner in which 
the family and authorized representatives will be con-
tacted for permission and maintain public confidence 
in the protection of individually identifiable informa-
tion.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are 
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 
375, subchapter 2-A. 

11.  Repeal.  This section is repealed January 1, 
2011. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective March 22, 2010. 

CHAPTER 532 
 H.P. 1092 - L.D. 1550 

An Act To Promote  
Opportunity for Workers in 

the Maine Woods 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §4422, sub-§9-A is enacted 
to read: 

9-A.  Logging implements.  The debtor's interest 
in one of every type of professional logging implement 
reasonably necessary for the debtor to harvest and haul 
wood commercially, including any personal property 
incidental to its maintenance and operation. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 533 
 H.P. 1145 - L.D. 1617 

An Act Enabling Expedited 
Partner Therapy 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA c. 251, sub-c. 3, art. 5 is 
enacted to read: 

ARTICLE 5 

EXPEDITED PARTNER THERAPY 

§1241.  Definitions 

As used in this article, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following 
meanings. 

1.  Department.  "Department" means the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, Maine Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 

2.  Expedited partner therapy.  "Expedited part-
ner therapy" means prescribing, dispensing, furnishing 
or otherwise providing prescription antibiotic drugs to 
the sexual partner or partners of a person clinically 
diagnosed as infected with a sexually transmitted dis-
ease without physical examination of the partner or 
partners. 

3.  Health care professional.  "Health care pro-
fessional" means an allopathic physician licensed pur-
suant to Title 32, chapter 48, an osteopathic physician 
licensed pursuant to Title 32, chapter 36, a physician 
assistant who has been delegated the provision of 
sexually transmitted disease therapy or expedited part-
ner therapy by that physician assistant's supervising 
physician, an advanced practice registered nurse who 
has a written collaborative agreement with a collabo-
rating physician that authorizes the provision of sexu-
ally transmitted disease therapy or expedited partner 
therapy or an advanced practice registered nurse who 
possesses appropriate clinical privileges in accordance 
with Title 32, chapter 31. 

4.  Sexually transmitted disease.  "Sexually 
transmitted disease" means a bacterial, viral, fungal or 
parasitic disease determined by rule of the department 
to be sexually transmitted, to be a threat to the public 
health and welfare and to be a disease for which a le-
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