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CHAPTER 454 ment to transport materials to or from the site.  A 
person who leases such an item of equipment 
from a person in the leasing business, other than 
the hiring agent or an affiliate of the hiring agent, 
is regarded as the owner for the purposes of this 
paragraph.  A truck with a gross vehicle weight 
rating greater than 7,000 pounds qualifies as an 
item of equipment under this paragraph. 
3.  Penalties.  A person who is required to but 

fails to secure the payment of compensation with re-
spect to persons deemed to be that person's employees 
under this section is subject to the penalties under sec-
tion 324, subsection 3. 

4.  Insurer referral obligation.  An insurer that 
believes in good faith that an insured employer with-
held from it or from the State Tax Assessor records of 
payments to a person deemed to be the person's em-
ployee under this section may, but is not required to, 
refer the insured employer and person to the State Tax 
Assessor in order that the assessor may take appropri-
ate action, and the insurer enjoys immunity for such 
actions. 

Sec. 6.  Report.  By December 15, 2009, the 
Workers' Compensation Board and the Department of 
Labor shall report to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Labor any recommended changes to the provisions 
established by this Act and the resources required by 
the board and the department, if any, for implementa-
tion of this Act.  After receipt and review of the report, 
the joint standing committee may report out a bill to 
the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 453 
 H.P. 584 - L.D. 849 

An Act To Clarify the  
Application of the Public 

Works Minimum Wage Laws 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  26 MRSA §1304, sub-§8, as amended 
by PL 2003, c. 197, §1, is further amended to read: 

8.  Public works.  "Public works" includes public 
schools and all buildings, roads, highways, bridges, 
streets, alleys, sewers, ditches, sewage disposal plants, 
demolition, waterworks, airports and all other struc-
tures upon which construction may be let to contract 
by the State and which contract amounts to $50,000 or 
more. 

See title page for effective date. 

 S.P. 294 - L.D. 767 

An Act To Promote Fairness 
and Protect Economic  

Development in Transportation 
Projects Undertaken by  

the State 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §153-C is enacted to read: 
§153-C.  Acquisition of property identified in 

transportation planning; new bypass 
highway project 

1.  Acquisition of property.  If the Department of 
Transportation prepares an environmental impact 
statement as required by the federal National 
Environmental Protection Act of 1969 for permitting 
for the location of a new bypass highway project and 
property will be affected by the limits of the final 
bypass right-of-way and the property owner submits a 
request in writing to the department that the 
department acquire that portion of the owner's 
property determined necessary for the new bypass 
highway project, the department shall acquire the 
property determined necessary if: 

A.  The department has received a least environ-
mentally damaging practicable alternative deter-
mination from the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers that will be incorporated into the envi-
ronmental impact statement for corridor alignment 
indicating that certain property will be necessary 
for the purposes set forth in section 153-B, sub-
section 1; and 
B.  The fair market value is determined in accor-
dance with this subchapter. 

The request submitted by the property owner under 
this subsection must be submitted to the department 
within 9 months of the date that the department re-
ceives the least environmentally damaging practicable 
alternative determination from the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers under paragraph A. 

2.  Deadline for acquisition; extension.  The fol-
lowing provisions govern the deadline for acquisition 
of property by the Department of Transportation pur-
suant to subsection 1. 

A.  The department shall acquire affected proper-
ties pursuant to this subchapter within 2 years 
from the date of issuance of the least environmen-
tally damaging practicable alternative determina-
tion from the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers under subsection 1, paragraph A. 
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B.  Notwithstanding paragraph A, if funding for 
the new bypass highway project is not available or 
if state or federal regulations preclude the depart-
ment from acquiring real property, the department 
may extend the time period for acquisition of af-
fected properties up to 2 years.  Any extension 
under this paragraph must be submitted no later 
than 90 days before the expiration of the 2 years 
under paragraph A to the joint standing committee 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over trans-
portation matters for its review and comment. 
3.  Reservation of eminent domain powers.  

Nothing in this section affects or alters the rights of the 
Department of Transportation to exercise its rights of 
eminent domain under this Title. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 455 
 H.P. 225 - L.D. 285 

An Act To Amend the Laws 
Governing the Consolidation of 
School Administrative Units To 

Delay All Penalties for One 
Year 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the deadline for reorganization of 
school administrative units is approaching; and 

Whereas, if a school administrative unit does not 
reorganize, penalties will be imposed against the 
school administrative unit; and 

Whereas, this legislation will give school ad-
ministrative units additional time to reorganize; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §15696, sub-§1, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 668, §§39 to 41 and c. 695, 
Pt. A, §23, is further amended to read: 

1.  Authorized adjustments.  Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this Title, the following adjust-
ments to the calculation of subsidy under chapter 
606-B are required beginning July 1, 2009 2010 for a 

school administrative unit that is not a conforming 
school administrative unit: 

A.  The school administrative unit is eligible for 
only 50% of the minimum state allocation under 
section 15689, subsection 1; 
B.  The school administrative unit's total cost of 
education is reduced by adjusting the cost compo-
nent for system administration under section 
15680, subsection 1, paragraph A by half; 
C.  The school administrative unit is not eligible 
for a transition adjustment under section 15686 or 
any comparable year-over-year transition amount;  
D.  The school administrative unit receives less 
favorable consideration for approval and funding 
for school construction pursuant to rules of the 
state board; and  
E.  The school administrative unit's full-value 
education mill rate pursuant to section 15671-A is 
increased by 2% for the purpose of calculating the 
school administrative unit's required contribution 
to meet the local share of education costs estab-
lished pursuant to section 15688, subsection 3-A. 
Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 

cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 19, 2009. 

CHAPTER 456 
 S.P. 401 - L.D. 1083 

An Act Regarding the Payment 
of Medicare Part B Premiums 

for Employees Eligible for 
Medicare 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §285, sub-§14 is enacted to 
read: 

14.  Employees eligible for Medicare.  Notwith-
standing subsection 7, if an active employee eligible 
for Medicare elects to enroll in Medicare, the State 
shall pay 100% of the employee’s share of the premi-
ums for Medicare Part B until such time as the em-
ployee enrolls as an eligible retiree pursuant to this 
section. 

See title page for effective date. 
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