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former school administrative unit as described in sub-
section 1 shall pay the underlying indebtedness of the 
bonds and notes of the former school administrative 
unit in accordance with their terms.  As between re-
placement or successor school administrative units of 
a former school administrative unit, payment respon-
sibility for the underlying indebtedness of the bonds or 
notes must be allocated based upon the most recent 
state valuations of the municipalities that are located in 
each of the replacement or successor school adminis-
trative units and that were members of the former 
school administrative unit. 
Nothing contained in this subsection may be construed 
to prohibit the organization or establishment of a 
school administrative unit or school administrative 
units that replace or succeed a former school adminis-
trative unit from employing a different method of allo-
cating payment responsibility for the underlying in-
debtedness of the bonds or notes described in subsec-
tion 1. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 18, 2009. 

CHAPTER 446 
 S.P. 15 - L.D. 6 

An Act To Establish a  
Distracted Driver Law 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §2117 is enacted to read: 
§2117.  Failure to maintain control of a motor  

vehicle 
1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 

context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Operation of a motor vehicle while dis-
tracted" means the operation of a motor vehicle by 
a person who, while operating the vehicle, is en-
gaged in an activity: 

(1)  That is not necessary to the operation of 
the vehicle; and 
(2)  That actually impairs, or would reasona-
bly be expected to impair, the ability of the 
person to safely operate the vehicle. 

2.  Failure to maintain control of a motor vehi-
cle.  A person commits the traffic infraction of failure 
to maintain control of a motor vehicle if the person: 

A.  Commits either a traffic infraction under this 
Title or commits the crime of driving to endanger 
under section 2413 and, at the time the traffic in-
fraction or crime occurred, the person was en-
gaged in the operation of a motor vehicle while 
distracted; or 
B.  Is determined to have been the operator of a 
motor vehicle that was involved in a reportable 
accident as defined in section 2251, subsection 1 
that resulted in property damage and, at the time 
the reportable accident occurred, the person was 
engaged in the operation of a motor vehicle while 
distracted. 

A person may be issued a citation or summons for any 
other traffic infraction or crime that was committed by 
the person in relation to the person’s commission of 
the traffic infraction of failure to maintain control of a 
motor vehicle. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 447 
 S.P. 532 - L.D. 1447 

An Act Clarifying the Manner 
in Which a Person's Alcohol 
Level Is Determined under 

Maine Law 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §3360, sub-§3, ¶E, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 243, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

E.    Operating under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or drugs or with an excessive blood-alcohol 
alcohol level, as described in Title 29-A, section 
2411; 
Sec. 2.  6 MRSA §202, sub-§11, as enacted by 

PL 1993, c. 467, §3, is amended to read: 
11.  Operating an aircraft under the influence 

or with excessive alcohol level.  For any person to 
operate or attempt to operate an aircraft under the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquor or drugs or a combina-
tion of liquor and drugs or with an excessive blood-
alcohol alcohol level.  Notwithstanding section 203, a 
person is guilty of a Class D crime if that person oper-
ates or attempts to operate an aircraft: 

A.    While under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or drugs or a combination of liquor and 
drugs; or 
B.    While having 0.04% or more by weight of 
alcohol in that person's blood an alcohol level of 
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