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name of the circulator collecting signatures on that 
petition, and include the fiscal impact of the initiative 
as described in Title 1, section 353 directly below the 
following statements statement at the top of the peti-
tion to be submitted to voters in a type size of no less 
than 16 points: 

"Freedom of Citizen Information: Before a 
registered voter signs any initiative petition, 
signature gatherers must offer the voter the 
opportunity to read the proposed initiative 
summary and fiscal impact statement pre-
pared by the Secretary of State." 
"Ballot questions during the 20.. election 
[most recent election cycle] cost taxpayers 
approximately $........ [Secretary of State shall 
use fiscal information provided by the Office 
of Fiscal and Program Review] each to be 
placed on the ballot.  As a citizen of Maine, 
you have a right to this information." 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 342 
 H.P. 811 - L.D. 1172 

An Act To Allow a  
Municipality To Grant a  

Variance for the Construction 
of a Parking Structure for a 

Person with a Permanent  
Disability 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4353, sub-§4-A, as 
amended by PL 1995, c. 212, §1, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

4-A.  Disability variance; vehicle storage.  A 
disability variance may be granted pursuant to this 
subsection. 

A.  The board may grant a variance to an owner of 
a dwelling for the purpose of making that dwell-
ing accessible to a person with a disability who 
resides in or regularly uses the dwelling. The 
board shall restrict any variance granted under this 
paragraph solely to the installation of equipment 
or the construction of structures necessary for ac-
cess to or egress from the dwelling by the person 
with the disability.  
The board may impose conditions on the variance 
granted pursuant to this paragraph, including lim-
iting the variance to the duration of the disability 
or to the time that the person with the disability 
lives in the dwelling. For the purposes of this 
paragraph,  the term "structures necessary for ac-

cess to or egress from the dwelling" is defined to 
include railing, wall or roof systems necessary for 
the safety or effectiveness of the structure. 
B.  If authorized by the zoning ordinance estab-
lishing the board, the board may grant a variance 
to an owner of a dwelling who resides in the 
dwelling and who is a person with a permanent 
disability for the construction of a place of storage 
and parking for a noncommercial vehicle owned 
by that person and no other purpose.  The width 
and length of the structure may not be larger than 
2 times the width and length of the noncommer-
cial vehicle.  The owner shall submit proposed 
plans for the structure with the request for the 
variance pursuant to this paragraph to the board. 
The person with the permanent disability shall 
prove by a preponderance of the evidence that the 
person's disability is permanent. 
For purposes of this paragraph, "noncommercial 
vehicle" means a motor vehicle as defined in Title 
29-A, section 101, subsection 42 with a gross ve-
hicle weight of no more than 6,000 pounds, bear-
ing a disability registration plate issued pursuant 
to Title 29-A, section 521 and  owned by the per-
son with the permanent disability. 

The board may impose conditions on the variance 
granted pursuant to this subsection. 
For purposes of this subsection, "disability" has the 
same meaning as a physical or mental disability under 
Title 5, section 4553-A. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 343 
 H.P. 758 - L.D. 1103 

An Act To Amend the Animal 
Welfare Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §3906-C, sub-§2, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2001, c. 399, §3, is 
amended to read: 

2.  Staff.  The commissioner or the commis-
sioner's designee serves as an ex officio nonvoting 
member.  The department shall provide necessary 
staffing services to the council. 

Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §3906-C, sub-§4, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2001, c. 399, §3, is 
amended to read: 

4.  Terms of office.  Except for initial appointees 
and the commissioner or the commissioner's designee, 
each member serves for a term of 3 years or until the 
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