MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




LAWS

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE

AS PASSED BY THE

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION
December 3, 2008 to June 13, 2009

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS
SEPTEMBER 12, 2009

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES
IN ACCORDANCE WITH MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED,
TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4.

Augusta, Maine
2009



FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2009

paragraphs (i) and (j), section 5-1106, subsection (4),
and section 5-1114, subsection (4), and except to the
extent prohibited in section

1-1302 and section 5-1117, subsection (4), the effect
of this Article may be varied by agreement or by a
provision stated or incorporated by reference in an
undertaking. A term in an agreement or undertaking
generally excusing liability or generally limiting
remedies for failure to perform obligations is not suffi-
cient to vary obligations prescribed by this Article.

Sec. B-23. 11 MRSA §7-102, sub-8(1), 1(e),
is amended to read:

(e). "Document™ means document of title as de-
fined in the general definitions in Article 1 (sec-
tion 2-20% 1-1201).

Sec. B-24. 11 MRSA 88-1102, sub-§(1),
(i), as enacted by PL 1997, c. 429, Pt. B, 82, is re-
pealed.

Sec. B-25. 11 MRSA §9-1102, sub-§(43), as
enacted by PL 1999, c. 699, Pt. A, 82 and affected by
84, is repealed.

Sec. B-26. 17-A MRSA §902, sub-81, A,
as enacted by PL 1975, c. 499, 81, is amended to read:

A. He The person destroys, removes, conceals,
encumbers, transfers or otherwise deals with
property subject to a security interest, as defined
in Title 11, section 1-204 1-1201, subsection {34
(35), with the intent to hinder enforcement of that
interest; or

Sec. B-27. Effective date. This Part takes ef-
fect February 15, 2010.

Effective February 15, 2010.

CHAPTER 326
S.P. 490 - L.D. 1355

An Act To Make Permanent
the Allowance of Certain
Commercial Vehicles between
the United States-Canada
Border and Certain Points in
Maine

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, rural communities in the State are
particularly dependent upon its forest products indus-
tries for employment opportunities and, given the cur-
rent economic climate, the State's lumber and pulp and
paper mills are struggling to continue their operations
and to keep people employed; and
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Whereas, it is important to avoid compromising
the State's transportation infrastructure; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA 82354-B, sub-85, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 421, 81 and affected by 82, is
amended to read:

5. Repeal. This section is repealed December 31,
2010 2009.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA 82354-C is enacted to
read:

§2354-C. Allow certain commercial vehicles at
Canadian weight limits to travel from the
United States-Canada border to certain
points in the State

1. Canadian gross vehicle weight limits. Not-
withstanding section 2354, the Commissioner of
Transportation, in consultation with the Department of
Public Safety and the Department of the Secretary of
State, is authorized to allow certain commercial vehi-
cles at Canadian gross vehicle weight limits to travel
from the United States-Canada border at Calais to Bai-
eyville, from the United States-Canada border at
Madawaska to a paper mill at Madawaska and from
the United States-Canada border at VVan Buren to a rai
yard in Van Buren. Vehicles are allowed to trave
from the United States-Canada border under the fol-
lowing conditions.

A. The only allowable routes of travel are from
the United States-Canada border in Calais north
on U.S. Route 1 to Access Road in Baileyville,
east on Access Road to Domtar Woodland Mill or
its successor on Main Street and north on Main
Street to the Louisiana-Pacific Oriented Strand
Board mill or its successor in Baileyville; from
the United States-Canada border in Madawaska
then directly north or south into the Fraser Papers
facility or its successor in Madawaska or up
Bridge Street to Mill Street in Madawaska in or-
der to reverse direction; and from the United
States-Canada border in Van Buren on Bridge
Street, east into the rail yard in VVan Buren, lo-
cated approximately 2/10 of one mile from the
border.

B. Allowable truck configuration is limited to:

(1) A 3-axle truck tractor with a 3-axle semi-
trailer at a gross vehicle weight of 108,900

pounds; and
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(2) A 3-axle truck tractor with a semitrailer-
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Commissioner of Transportation shall submit an initial

semitrailer combination, configured as a

report to the joint standing committee of the Legisla-

B-train double with 8 axles total, at a gross

ture having jurisdiction over transportation matters for

vehicle weight of 137,700 pounds. The

presentation to the Second Regular Session of the

weight of the 2nd semitrailer may not exceed

126th Legislature and a final report to the First Requ-

the weight of the first semitrailer.

C. Maine axle weight limits, axle group limits,
commodity allowances, maximum _dimensions
and all other commercial vehicle limits and re-
guirements apply, except that the B-train double
overall length limit must be 82.02 feet, or 25 me-
ters.

D. The manufacturer's ratings for gross vehicle
weight, axle capacity, brake systems and other
components for which a manufacturer's rating is
available may not be exceeded.

E. Each truck combination allowed under this
section must display a credential obtained for a
fee from the Secretary of State. The fee must be
established by the Commissioner of Transporta-
tion in an amount to cover related administrative
costs, compliance monitoring and the additional
cost of highway damage resulting from the allow-
ance under this section calculated using accepted
engineering practices.

F. The Commissioner of Transportation may re-
voke the privileges of operation under this section
of trucks and trucking companies for cause, in-
cluding repeatedly exceeding size and weight lim-
its_or_operating outside the designated route of
travel.  Revocation by the Commissioner of
Transportation is considered a final agency action.

2. Definition. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, "B-train double" means a
truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination vehi-
cle in which the 2 trailing units are connected with a
B-train _assembly. The B-train _assembly is a rigid
frame_extension attached to the rear frame of a first
semitrailer that allows for a 5th wheel connection
point for a 2nd semitrailer. This combination has one
less articulation point than the conventional A-dolly-

lar Session of the 129th Legislature. The report must
include any findings regarding the effects on road
conditions and recommendations for continuance, dis-
continuance or _modification of the allowance under
this section.

~Sec. 3. Rulemaking; emergency rulemak-
ing authority. No later than July 1, 2009, the Sec-
retary of State in consultation with the Department of
Transportation and the Department of Public Safety
shall adopt rules to implement this Act. The Secretary
of State is authorized to adopt rules on an emergency
basis under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, sec-
tions 8054 and 8073 in order to implement those pro-
visions of the Act over which the department has sub-
ject matter jurisdiction to avoid a threat to public
health, safety or general welfare.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 9, 2009.

CHAPTER 327
S.P.198 - L.D. 503

An Act To Regulate
Foreclosure Negotiators

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §6183 is enacted to read:

86183. Debt management services related to resi-
dential mortgage loans

A person that engages in debt management ser-
vices as described in section 6172, subsection 2, para-

connected truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination.

3. Overlimit movement permits. As provided
in_section 2382, the Secretary of State, acting under
guidelines and advice of the Commissioner of Trans-
portation, may grant permits to commercial vehicles at
Canadian gross vehicle weight limits operating under
the requirements of this section. The Secretary of

graph D related to a consumer's residential mortgage
loan shall comply with the requirements of this chapter
governing debt management service providers, subject
to the following conditions and provisions.

1. Good faith and fair dealing. A person sub-
ject to this section shall act in good faith and with fair
dealing in any transaction, practice or course of busi-

State shall adopt rules to implement this section in

ness in _connection with the providing of debt man-

consultation with the Department of Transportation

agement services.

and the Department of Public Safety. Rules adopted
pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules
as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

2. Training. With respect to section 6174-B,
training leading to certification of the counselor must
relate to subject matter specific to such activity, in-

4. Monitor; report. The Department of Trans- cluding but not limited to the tax consequences to the
portation shall monitor and evaluate the effects of the consumer of forgiven debt, the consumer's options for
allowance under this section on road conditions. The discharge of debt, including but not limited to the
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