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B.  "Rockweed" means Ascophyllum nodosum. 
2.  Designation of areas closed to harvesting.  

The commissioner shall identify areas within the Cob-
scook Bay Rockweed Management Area that are 
closed to the commercial harvest of rockweed, includ-
ing, but not limited to, areas around public and private 
conservation areas, state parks and federally owned 
lands and lobster nursery areas. The commissioner 
shall identify and close to the commercial harvest of 
rockweed up to 30 acres within Cobscook Bay for the 
purpose of research. 

3.  Harvest management sectors.  The commis-
sioner shall divide the Cobscook Bay Rockweed Man-
agement Area into at least 14 harvest management 
sectors to: 

A.  Evenly distribute harvest effort; 
B.  Allow easy identification of the harvest man-
agement sectors from land or on the water; and 
C.  Facilitate enforcement. 

The department shall post the harvest management 
sectors on the department's publicly accessible website 
with the coordinates of closed areas. 

4.  Harvest plan.  Except as provided in section 
6803, subsection 2, paragraph C, a person harvesting 
rockweed for commercial purposes shall participate in 
an annual harvest plan approved by the department. 

5.  Eligibility for harvest plan.  To be eligible to 
submit an annual harvest plan to harvest rockweed 
within the Cobscook Bay Rockweed Management 
Area, a harvester or that harvester's representative 
must notify the commissioner of that person's intent to 
harvest within the area before January 1st of the pro-
posed year of harvest. 

6.  Allocation of sectors.  Prior to submitting an 
annual harvest plan, eligible harvesters or their repre-
sentatives must meet as needed to allocate harvest 
management sectors. 

7.  Annual harvest plan.  An annual harvest plan 
must include, but is not limited to, the following: 

A.  The name and telephone number of the person 
or entity responsible for the harvest management 
sector; 
B.  Identification of harvest management sectors 
proposed for harvest; 
C.  Total rockweed biomass contained in the har-
vest management sector based on a survey con-
ducted within the previous 3 years; 
D.  The biomass amount proposed to be har-
vested; 
E.  A description of the methods of harvest; 

F.  A description of how marine organisms har-
vested with the rockweed will be managed; and 
G.  A description of harvester training. 
8.  Annual harvest plans.  Eligible harvesters or 

their representatives shall submit their annual harvest 
plans to the commissioner no later than March 1st.  
The annual harvest plans must be made available to 
the public on that date. 

9.  Biomass harvest limit.  The total biomass re-
moved in a harvest management sector may not ex-
ceed 17% of the harvestable biomass that is eligible to 
be harvested annually.  A harvester must report to the 
commissioner the total biomass removed by that har-
vester within a sector annually.  Beginning January 1, 
2010, the harvest report must be verified by an inde-
pendent 3rd party. 

10.  Bycatch.  A person harvesting rockweed 
must make a reasonable effort to remove marine or-
ganisms harvested with the rockweed from the har-
vested rockweed and return those marine organisms 
alive back into Cobscook Bay as soon as practicable. 

11.  Penalties.  A person that violates this section 
commits a Class E crime for which a fine of not less 
than $1,000 must be adjudged.  Each day a person 
violates this section constitutes a separate violation. 

Sec. 4.  Report on seaweed research plan 
and on seaweed harvest activities.  The Commis-
sioner of Marine Resources shall report to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Marine Resources by January 
15, 2010 the following: 

1.  Recommendations on a research plan for the 
seaweed resource in Cobscook Bay; and 

2.  A report on the 2009 seaweed harvest in Cob-
scook Bay that includes, but is not limited to, harvester 
compliance with regulations and the Quoddy Regional 
Land Trust voluntary no-harvest registry. 

The Joint Standing Committee on Marine Re-
sources may submit legislation to the Second Regular 
Session of the 124th Legislature regarding this report. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 8, 2009. 

CHAPTER 284 
 H.P. 546 - L.D. 797 

An Act To Fully Implement the 
Legislative Intent in  

Prohibiting Offensive  
Place Names 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

CHAPTER 286 

Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §1101, sub-§1, as amended 
by PL 2001, c. 471, Pt. D, §3, is further amended to 
read: 

1.  Offensive name. "Offensive name" means a 
name of a place that includes: 

A.  The designation "nigger" or "squaw" or any 
derivation of "squaw" as a separate word or as 
part of a word or phrase; or 
B.  The designation "squa" or any derivation of 
"squa" as a separate word or as a separate syllable 
in a word. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 285 
 S.P. 223 - L.D. 608 

An Act To Protect Electricity 
Consumers in Northern Maine 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§14 is en-
acted to read: 

14.  Customer cost impact.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this section, the commission may 
not issue a certificate of public convenience and ne-
cessity that has the effect of eliminating the independ-
ent system administrator for northern Maine or elimi-
nating or materially modifying the scope of responsi-
bilities of the independent system administrator for 
northern Maine unless the certificate is subject to a 
requirement for the full compensation for the net ad-
verse effects on ratepayers as determined by the com-
mission.  The determination of the net adverse effects 
must include, but is not limited to, known and measur-
able transmission cost effects.  Compensation required 
by this section must be provided to affected ratepayers 
through a rebate, reduction in rates or other appropri-
ate compensation mechanism benefiting affected rate-
payers in the area of the State in which the retail elec-
tricity market is administered by the independent sys-
tem administrator for northern Maine.  Compensation 
required by this section must be calculated for and 
provided to affected ratepayers over a period of not 
more than 10 years. 

See title page for effective date. 

 S.P. 445 - L.D. 1197 

An Act To Improve the Maine 
Clean Election Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §1015, sub-§3, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2005, c. 301, §3, is further amended to 
read: 

B.  The Governor, a member of the Legislature or 
any constitutional officer or the staff or agent of 
the Governor, a member of the Legislature or any 
constitutional officer may not intentionally solicit 
or accept a contribution from a lobbyist, lobbyist 
associate or employer during any period of time in 
which the Legislature is convened before final ad-
journment, except for a qualifying contribution as 
defined under Title 21-A, section 1122, subsec-
tion 7.  A lobbyist, lobbyist associate or employer 
may not intentionally give, offer or promise a con-
tribution, other than a qualifying contribution, to 
the Governor, a member of the Legislature or any 
constitutional officer or the staff or agent of the 
Governor, a member of the Legislature or any 
constitutional officer during any time in which the 
Legislature is convened before final adjournment.  
These prohibitions apply to direct and indirect so-
licitation, acceptance, giving, offering and prom-
ising, whether through a political action commit-
tee, political committee, political party or other-
wise contributions directly and indirectly solicited 
or accepted by, or given, offered and promised to 
a political action committee, ballot question 
committee or party committee of which the Gov-
ernor, a member of the Legislature, a constitu-
tional officer or the staff or agent of these officials 
is a treasurer, officer or primary fund-raiser or de-
cision maker. 
Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §1015, sub-§1, as 

amended by PL 2007, c. 443, Pt. A, §10, is further 
amended to read: 

1.  Individuals.  An individual may not make 
contributions to a candidate in support of the candi-
dacy of one person aggregating more than $500 $750 
in any election for a gubernatorial candidate or more 
than $250 $350 in any election for any other candi-
date.  This limitation does not apply to contributions in 
support of a candidate by that candidate or that candi-
date's spouse or domestic partner. Beginning Decem-
ber 1, 2010, contribution limits in accordance with this 
subsection are adjusted every 2 years based on the 
Consumer Price Index as reported by the United States 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics and 
rounded to the nearest amount divisible by $25. The 
commission shall post the current contribution limit 
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