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filing a motion to modify support with the court or 
from requesting the department to amend a support 
obligation established by an administrative decision.  
The department shall stay action to certify the obligor 
to a board for noncompliance with an order of support 
if the obligor files a motion to modify support with the 
court and notifies the department of the motion or re-
quests the department to amend a support obligation 
established by the department. 

Sec. 4.  19-A MRSA §2202, sub-§2, ¶F, as 
enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by 
Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

F.    If the obligor requests a hearing, the obligor 
shall direct the request to the department's support 
enforcement office that is responsible for handling 
the obligor's case; and 
Sec. 5.  19-A MRSA §2202, sub-§2, ¶G, as 

enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by 
Pt. E, §2, is repealed. 

Sec. 6.  19-A MRSA §2202, sub-§11, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. 
E, §2, is amended to read: 

11.  Motion to modify court order of support; 
stay.  This section does not prohibit a support obligor 
from filing a motion to modify support with the court 
or from requesting the department to amend a support 
obligation established by an administrative decision.  
The department shall stay action to certify the obligor 
to the Secretary of State for noncompliance with an 
order of support if the obligor files a motion to modify 
support with the court and notifies the department of 
the motion or requests the department to amend a sup-
port obligation established by the department. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 159 
 H.P. 499 - L.D. 716 

An Act To Change the  
Definition of "Domestic  

Partner" in the Laws  
Governing Custody of Remains 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2843-A, sub-§1, ¶D, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 672, §19, is further amended 
to read: 

D.    "Next of kin" means a person having the fol-
lowing relationship to the subject, in the following 
order of priority: 

(1)  The spouse; 

(1-A) A domestic partner.  For purposes of 
this section, "domestic partner" means one of 
2 unmarried adults who are domiciled to-
gether under long-term arrangements that 
evidence a commitment to remain responsible 
indefinitely for each other's welfare; the part-
ner of the subject who: 

(a)  Is a mentally competent adult; 
(b)  Had been legally domiciled with the 
subject for at least 12 months immedi-
ately preceding the death of the subject; 
(c)  Is not legally married to or legally 
separated from another individual; 
(d)  Was the sole partner of the subject; 
and 
(e)  Was jointly responsible with the sub-
ject for each other's common welfare as 
evidenced by joint living arrangements, 
joint financial arrangements or joint 
ownership of real or personal property; 

(2)  An adult son or daughter; 
(3)  A parent; 
(4)  An adult brother or sister; 
(5)  An adult grandchild; 
(6)  An adult niece or nephew who is the 
child of a brother or sister; 
(7)  A maternal grandparent; 
(8)  A paternal grandparent; 
(9)  An adult aunt or uncle; 
(10)  An adult first cousin; or 
(11)  Any other adult relative in descending 
order of blood relationship. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 160 
 H.P. 778 - L.D. 1134 

An Act Regarding the  
Maximum Fee for Processing 

an Environmental License  
Application 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, current law specifying a cap on special 
fees associated with an application before the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection provides for a sig-
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