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No later than December 1, 2002, the commission shall 
submit to the joint standing committee of the Legisla-
ture having jurisdiction over utility matters the report 
required under section 3212, subsection 4, with rec-
ommendations for action by the Legislature. 

Sec. 16.  35-A MRSA §4706, sub-§9, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 707, §10, is amended to read: 

9.  Report.  The commission shall submit to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over utilities matters an annual report de-
tailing include in its annual report pursuant to section 
120, subsection 6 any significant developments with 
respect to any actions taken or proposed to be taken by 
the commission under this section.  The report must be 
submitted by December 31st of each year. 

Sec. 17.  35-A MRSA §4711, sub-§5, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 110, §1, is repealed and the fol-
lowing enacted in its place: 

5.  Report.  The commission shall include in its 
annual report pursuant to section 120, subsection 7 
actions taken by gas utilities pursuant to this section, 
including descriptions of all conservation programs in 
effect, a description of how the commission deter-
mines the cost-effectiveness of each conservation pro-
gram, total expenditures for each gas utility's conser-
vation programs during the program year and any rec-
ommendations for changes to the laws relating to en-
ergy conservation by gas utilities. 

Sec. 18.  35-A MRSA §7508, sub-§4, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 131, §2, is amended to read: 

4.  Annual report.  Annually prior to February 
1st, the The commission shall provide a report to the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters include in 
its annual report pursuant to section 120, subsection 7 
a report detailing activities undertaken pursuant to this 
section.  The report must include information on the 
number of petitions for public-interest pay phones the 
commission has received, the number of such pay 
phones the commission has approved and the amount 
of available funds expended. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 123 
 S.P. 427 - L.D. 1155 

An Act To Make Certain 
Changes to the Laws  

Governing Approval for 
Transmission Lines 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§2-A, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 506, §13, is repealed. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§2-B, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 506, §13, is repealed. 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§3, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 398, Pt. A, §46 and affected 
by §§104 and 105, is further amended to read: 

3.  Transmission line rebuilding or relocation 
projects. Each transmission and distribution utility 
shall file annually with the commission a schedule of 
transmission line rebuilding or relocation projects that 
it intends to carry out during the next 5 years concern-
ing transmission lines that will become, or will remain 
at, voltages of 100 69 kilovolts or more.  The schedule 
must describe each project, showing the length, loca-
tion and estimated cost. 
If the commission determines that an investigation of 
any transmission line rebuilding or relocation project 
is warranted, it shall notify the transmission and distri-
bution utility within 60 days of the annual filing and 
the transmission and distribution utility is then re-
quired to comply with the provisions of this section 
with respect to that project.  The absence of commis-
sion notification requiring the utility to file a petition 
does not preclude such notification in subsequent 
years. 

Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§3-A, as 
amended by PL 1999, c. 398, Pt. A, §46 and affected 
by §§104 and 105, is further amended to read: 

3-A.  Minor transmission line construction pro-
jects.  Each domestic transmission and distribution 
utility shall file annually with the commission a 
schedule of minor transmission line construction  
projects that it intends to carry out during the next 5 
years concerning transmission lines that will be capa-
ble of operating at 100 69 kilovolts or more.  A minor 
transmission line construction project is a transmission 
line construction project the cost of which does not 
exceed 25% of the utility's current annual transmission 
property depreciation charge.  The schedule must de-
scribe each project, showing the length, location and 
estimated cost. 
If the commission determines that an investigation of 
any minor transmission line construction project is 
warranted, it shall notify the transmission and distribu-
tion utility within 60 days of the annual filing and the 
utility must then comply with the provisions of this 
section with respect to that project.  The absence of 
commission notification requiring the utility to file a 
petition does not preclude such notification in subse-
quent years. 

Sec. 5.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§6, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 148, §5, is further amended to 
read: 
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6.  Commission order; certificate of public 
convenience.  In its order, the commission shall make 
specific findings with regard to the need for the pro-
posed transmission line.  If the commission finds that a 
need exists, it shall issue a certificate of public con-
venience and necessity for the transmission line.  If the 
commission orders or allows the erection of the trans-
mission line, the order is subject to all other provisions 
of law and the right of any other agency to approve the 
transmission line.  A person may submit a petition for 
and obtain approval of a proposed transmission line 
under this section before applying for approval under 
municipal ordinances adopted pursuant to Title 30-A, 
Part 2, Subpart 6-A; and Title 38, section 438-A and, 
except as provided in subsection 4, before identifying 
a specific route or route options for the proposed 
transmission line.  Except as provided in subsection 4, 
the commission may not consider the petition insuffi-
cient for failure to provide identification of a route or 
route options for the proposed transmission line.  The 
issuance of a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity establishes that, as of the date of issuance of 
the certificate, the decision by the person to erect or 
construct was prudent.  At the time of its issuance of a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity, the 
commission shall send to each municipality through 
which a proposed corridor or corridors for a transmis-
sion line extends a separate notice that the issuance of 
the certificate does not override, supersede or other-
wise affect municipal authority to regulate the siting of 
the proposed transmission line.  The commission may 
deny a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
for a transmission line upon a finding that the trans-
mission line is reasonably likely to adversely affect 
any transmission and distribution utility or its custom-
ers. 

Sec. 6.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§13, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 148, §11, is amended to read: 

13.  Public lands.  The State, any agency of the 
State or any political subdivision of the State may not 
sell, lease or otherwise convey any interest in public 
land, other than a future interest or option to purchase 
an interest in land that is conditioned on satisfaction of 
the terms of this subsection, to any person for the pur-
pose of constructing a transmission line, unless the 
following conditions are met: person has received a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity from 
the commission pursuant to this section. 

A.  For a transmission line subject to the require-
ments of subsection 2, the person has received a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity 
from the commission pursuant to this section; or 
B.  For a transmission line capable of operating at 
69 kilovolts or more but less than 100 kilovolts 
that is not subject to the requirements of subsec-
tion 2, the person has provided written notice of 

the proposed transmission line to the commission 
and: 

(1)  Within 30 days of the filing of the notice, 
the commission has not acted to initiate an 
investigation of the proposed transmission 
line; or 
(2)  Within 30 days of the filing of the notice, 
the commission has initiated an investigation 
of the proposed transmission line and notified 
the person of the requirement to file a petition 
for approval of the proposed transmission line 
in accordance with subsection 2, and: 

(a)  The commission has, as a result of 
the investigation, issued a certificate of 
public convenience and necessity for the 
transmission line; or 
(b)  The commission has determined that 
an investigation is no longer needed in 
this instance and has terminated the in-
vestigation. 

As used in this subsection, "public land" means land 
that is owned or controlled by the State, by an instru-
mentality of the State or by a political subdivision of 
the State. 
As used in this subsection, "future interest or option to 
purchase an interest in land" includes an option, pur-
chase and sale agreement or other equivalent legal 
instrument that conveys the intent to pursue a future 
sale, lease or other conveyance of land. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 124 
 H.P. 296 - L.D. 389 

An Act To Facilitate the State's 
Existing Commitment to the 

Production of Liquid Biofuels 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §997-A, as amended by PL 
2007, c. 395, §§5 and 6, is repealed. 

Sec. 2.  10 MRSA §1023-K, as amended by 
PL 2003, c. 537, §§25 and 26 and affected by §53, is 
further amended to read: 
§1023-K.  Clean Fuel Vehicle Fund 

1.  Established; fund administration.  The Clean 
Fuel Vehicle Fund, referred to in this section as the 
"fund," is established under the jurisdiction of the au-
thority to support production, distribution and con-
sumption of clean fuels and biofuels.  In administering 
the fund, the authority shall consult and provide op-
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